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PREFACE

The present volume was started by my father Prof. Dr.
Raghu Vira as the first of a long series to comprise the entire
Mongol Kapjur along with the original Tibetan in the Peking
cdition which it follows closely. The corresponding Sauskrit
original was also to be given wherever available either in print
or in manuscript form. Unfortunately a fatal accident claimed
him on 14th May, 1963. So now I am issuing the pages that were
printed during his lifetime under the title of «Kalacakra-tantra
and Other Texts”, as the Kalacakra is the most important of all
the texts included herein.
ereat divisions of Tantric Buddhism, the other two being Vajraya-
na and Sahajayana. The tradition regarding the origin of Kala-
cakra is sammarized by Bu ston in the Dus hkhor chos hbyui rgyud
sdehi zab don sgo hbyed rin chen gces pahi lde mig (complete
works vol. NA f. 28a—¢As to the diffusion of the Kalacakra in
India and next in Tibet, (it is necessary to know that) the funda-
mental Tantra was revealed by the Buddha to Zla ba bzan po:
the latter, then, made a summary of it; he composed an explica-
tive commentary in 60,000 grantha and wrote it in a book, reveal-
ing its meaning to the people of Sambhala etc.; he dedicated a
mandala of the Kalacakra, made with various precious stones (...)

Kalacakra-yana is one of the

and, after having displayed many miracles, he entered nirvana.

After him cawme: Lha dban gzi brjid can-Zla bas byin pa, Lhai

dbai p’yug, sNa ts’ogs gzugs, Lhai dban ldan, each of whom, for
100 years, taught the Law. Then aJam dbyans grags pa, for.a
hundred years preached the fundamental Tantra. After him the
cxplanation of the fundamental Tantra and of its commentary
(continued) to be explained and listened to.... Next, after Grags pa
llml preached on the fundamental Tantra for a hundred years,
Ni mai $in rta and others were awakened, and the rsi asked
for baptism and for a summary of the Tantra, already sum-
marized before. Then, at the full moon of the month
of Citra (nag pa, March-April) he initiated the rsi with

the mandala dedicated by Zla ba bzan and wrote in three
thousand verses a summary of the fundamental Tantra, called
bsDus pai rgyud me tog p'ren adsin gyi ts'igs bead ...; next, in
the day of the full moon of Saga (Vmaakha April-May) the rsi
obtained the perfect realization of the mahamudra. Then Grags
pa, after having explained the Tantra to Pad dkar, enjoined him
to write the commentary and then he too entered nirvana. Then
Pad dkar made the commentary in 12.000 verses and explained
the Law: after him came bZan po, rNam rgyal, bSes gfien bzan
po, P’yag dmar, K’yab ajug shas pa, Ni ma grags, gm tu bzan,
eight in all, who preached the Law, each for a hundred years. In
this time certainly the law of the Kla klo was installed in Ma K’a.
So said Grags pa’s son, predicting that after eight generations the
Kla klo’s law would be established, that is, eight hundred years
after Grags pa had entered nirvana. “Certainly” means: beyond
all doubt the Kla klo’s lTaw will be established in Ma k’a... Then
rGya mts’c rnam rgyal and rGyal dka’ too, for a hundred years
each, taught the Law. One hundred and eighty-two years after
the Kla Klo’s (power) had begun, rGyal dka’ began to calculate
the cycle of the Kalacakra.

«Then Ni ma sna ts’ogs gzugs, Zla bai *od, mT’as yas, Sa skyon,
dPal skyon sen ge, rNam gnon, sTobs po C’e, Ma agag pa, Mi yi
senn ge, dBan p’yug c’en po, mT’a’ yas, rNam rﬂyal Dra I po qk’or
lo can who broke the power of the Kla klo.”

The Kalacakra is one of the last Sanskrit works to lnve been
written in a Central Asian land whence it is said to have travelled
into India. According to the legend, it “was revealed by the
Buddha twelve months after his enlizhtenment, in the mc’od rten
[caitya] of Dhanyakataka, which, for the occasion, became dilated
until it assumed the proportions of the universe, symbolized by
every stipa. The scholar who is said to have given a literary form
to this revelation was Zla ba bzan po [Sucandra], anjincarnation of

1 G. Tucei, Tibetan Painted Scrolls, pp. 598-599.
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P’yag na rdo rje [Vajrapani], who put the Buddha’s words in
writing?, and having gone back to his country, Sambhala, and
built there a stapa in honour of the Kalacakra, taught his people
its secrets. But everything leads us to think that there is much
truth in the rest of the narrative; according to it in Sambhala,
placed by tradition near the river Sita (viz. Tarim), many genera-
tions of kings succeeded one another and ruled wisely, handing
down the secret teaching of the Kalacakra, until their power was
weakened by a raid of the Kla klo, coming from Me k’a (Mecca),
i.e. by Moslem invasion. But a new rigs Idan [kulika], Drag po
ak’or lo, defeated the enemy and reinstated the Law which had
been threatened. The Kalacakra and its commentary, the Vimala-
prabha, written by Pad ma dkar po, were then brought into India
by a pandita from Odiviéa (Orissa) named Cilupa, who after long
travels by land and by sea, came to Sambhala, and having become
an expert in the Tantric doctrine, spread its esoterisms in India,
under the King of Kataka’s protection, and transmitted their
teachings to Pi to acarya of Bengal and to Kalapada of Varen-
dra”®
The Kalacakra was introduced into India from Sambhala sixty
"years before its arrival in Tibet. As it entered Tibet in the year
1026, its penetration into India may be dated in the year 966,
which is consonant with the fact that it held sway in India under
King Mahipala of Bengal (ca. 974-1026). As already pointed out,
the introduction must have been effected by Cilupa and not by
Pitopa who is alternatively suggested by Sum pa mkhan po:* < <The
Kalacakra was brought from northern Shambhala by Tsi-lu-pa,
Pi-to-pa or the great Kalacakrapada, which may be correct’.
Now Pi-to-pa, whom we have already met as one of the pupils of
Atisha, and who is also described by Taranatha as a disciple of Na-
ro-pd, can hardly have been the first Indian interpreter of the new
system, because according to the unanimous reports of the sources,
Na-ro-pa first had knowledge of the Kalacakra through that origi-

? *‘One year later the milatantra (basic text) of 12,000 verses was re-
corded and preserved in Sambhala”—H. Hoffmann, The Religions of T'ibet,
p- 124.

* G. Tucci, TPS., p. 212.

¢ Dpag bsam tjon bzan, p. 134.
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nal representative in India, whoever he was. The fact that the
Indian mystics received a new name after each new initiation
greatly increases the difficulties of identification, but it seems
likely that Tsi-lu-pa and the great, i.c. the older, Kalacakrapada
are identical.” According to the Tibetan historian Padma dkar
po while Tsi lu pa is the Great Kalacakrapada, Naro pa (Sanskrit:
Nadapada) is the lesser Kalacakrapada. Tsi lu pa travelled in
South India and got a minister, a brahmin and a grammarian as
his disciples. He also wrote down the Kalacakra and then went
to Nalanda, which was presided over by Naro pa. The great

pandita entered into a disputation with Tsi lu pa along with his .

disciples. He was vanquished and thereupon he studied the
Kalacakra under Tsi lu pa and became an outstanding exponent of
the new system where the Adibuddha idea found the acme of its
development. According to Padma dkar po, Na ro pa was initia-
ted into the Kalacakra by Tsi lu pa at the Phullahari monastery.®
He wrote a commentary on the Sekoddesa under the title of Para-
marthasarmgraha nama sekoddesa-tika (Tohoku 1351). He initia-

ted Atisa into its secrets, who later systematised a new chronology

in Tibet starting in 1027 A.D. the year of the introduction of the
Kailacakra into Tibet.

The text as preserved in the Kanjur was -

translated by Ses rab grags the lotsava of Hbro with the help of -

Somanatha. It was revised by Son ston Rdo rje rgyal mtshan
(Tohoku no. 362).
recurs in the Tanjur, where the names of Tshul khrims dar, and
Zhan ston Mdo sde dpal are added to that of Son ston Rdo rje
rgyal mtshan as revisers (Tohoku no. 1346).

Before proceding further, we may note here that this tantra :

It is interesting to note that the whole text .

gave rise to a voluminous literature in India itself. Besides the

basic text there are four anonymous works in the Kanjur: Sekod-

deéa (Tohoku no. 361) and Sekaprakriya (no. 365) on consecra-

tion, and the two epitomes Kalacakratantrottaratantra-hrdaya (ao.
Excluding the Kala- i

363) and Kalacakra-tantra-garbha (no. 364).

cakratantra and its commentaay Vimalaprabha (no. 1346, 1347), -
there are 47 texts in the Tanjur on the various aspects of the ;

¢ H. Hoffmann, R. T., p. 126-127,
¢ H. Hoffmann, R. T., p. 128.
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Kalacakra. These works comprise sadhana, ganacakra, epitomes

(zarbha or hrdaya), eulogia, mandala, homa, consecration (seka),

sadanga yoga, and calculations from the point of view of the

Kilacakra. The authors are not specified in every case. Here-

under we arrange them authorwise in the seqlience in which they

occur in the Tanjur: o :

Pundarika (Tib. Padma dkar po)
Paramarthaseva (no. 1348) )

Anonymous : : o o
Vimalaprabhatantravatarani vadacalahrdayaloka (no. 1349)
Sekoddesapagijika (no. 1354)
[Sadaigayogopadesa] (no. 1372)
Agtastakena catuhsastiyoginibalividhi
Kilacakragaganopades’a (no. 1384)
[Sl’u‘yacandragrahaqagagita] (no. 1385)

Kalacakrapada the Great or Cilupa
Padmini nama panjika (no. 1350)
Kalacakropadesa (no. 1360)
Sadar’xgayogopades’a (no. 1374)

Kdlacakrapdda, or Naropa ’
Sekoddesatika (no. 1353) :
Puramérthasaﬂgraha nama sekoddesatika (no. 1351)
Kdlacakracaturaﬁgas:}dhana (no. 1356)
N:lks,atramandalasﬁdhanaikzidaézihga (no. 1357) -
Kailacakramandalavidhi (no. 1360) o
Khlacakrasahajas:‘:dhnna (no. 1361)
Jadnacaksusadhana (no. 1370)
K&lacnkrasupratis_;hﬁvidhi (no. 1392)
Kalacakraganacakravidhi (no. 1393)

_Kalacakrahomavidhi (no. 1394)

Sadhuputra Dpal hdzin dgah pa [Sridhar&nanda]
Sekoddes’a;ippapi (no. 1352)
Kalacakrasadhana (no. 1358) -

K:il:ncakmmanglalavidhi (no. 135 )
Darika

(no. 1382)

K:‘llacakmtunlraréjusekaprakriyiv;tti (no. 1355)
Rol pahi rdo rje [Lalitavajra] :
Kfllacakrakganasahajasadhana [no. 1362] SR

*Maitrt
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.- Kalacakrasadhana yogixbradipn nama (no. 1363)
Vajrapani (Phyag na rdo rje)
Sadangayoga (no. 1364)
Bram ze Bsud siioms pa ' .
Kalacakragarbhalamkarasadhaua (no. 1363)
Anupamaraksita (Dpe med bsrun ba) o
Sadanzayoga (no. 1367, 1387)
Ni ma dpal ye es ’
Sadangayogatika (no. 1368) .
Cupapﬁmrﬂ nama Sadaingayogatippani (no. 1388)
Rigs gsum mgon po -
Kalacakropadesa siiryacandrasadhana nama (no. 1369)
Hjam dpal rgyul po grags ' ’
Triyogahrdayaprakasa (no. 1371)
‘Avadhiitipa o
Kalacakropadesa yogasmdah}gamnlrupaﬁjik:‘] (no. 1373)
Sabari dban phyug e
Yogasadanga (no. 1375)
Ri khrod zhabs o
Hrdayavajrapada (no. 1378)
Rtsa mi Saits rgyas grags pa S T e
Yogarﬁa‘llﬁ (no. 1376) -
Vibhaticandra . N '
Antarmafijari (no. 1377)
Byain chub sems pa o L
Kalacakravajrayanamiilapatti (no. 1379)
Abhayakaragupta (Hjigs med hbyun gnas sbas pa)
Kailacakrasarhvara (no. 1380) .

- Kalacakravatara (no. 1383) e
Legs pahi grags pa o
Kalacakradandakastuti (no, 1381)
g(‘lkyaéri[bhadra] . .
Paficagrahaprthaggananopadesa (no. 1380)
Vajrapadagarbhasamagraha (no. 1390)
Vajrapadagarbhasaragrahapaiijika (no. 1391)
Rnam par rgyal ba dban po
- Sekoddesatippani (no. 1389) R
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Thus a rich literature on Kalacakra was
where it branched off into several schools. Rva lotsava and the
IIbro lotsava became the founders of the two leading traditions
named after them. The Blue Annals says that “Bu ston and Dol
po pa were the two great expounders of the Kalacakra in the Land
of Snows. These two first obtained it. from the spiritual descen-
dants of Rva lo(-tsa-ba), but later they studied it according to the
tradition of IIbro lo-tsi-ba. Thus Rva and Hbro have been the
chief (expounders of the Kalacakra in Tibet)”.7

Bu-ston (1290- ) “subjected to special research the tradition of
the Kalacakra.... He devoted five volumes, a real encyclopedia of
Tantrism, to the Kalacakra and to its celebrated commentary, the
Vimalaprabha, discussing and explaining, chapter by chapter, its
main points, and also attempting to define the experiences met with
in this cycle or in the liturgies which are derived from it. The
latter develop through six successive degrees, and therefore go
by the name of sadanigayoga (sbyor drug), the sixfold union, i. e.
the six manners of becoming consubstantial with supreme
reality”s - - - :

In parts 1-5 of the Collected Works of Bu-ston® we have repfo-
duced his contributions to the Kalacakra: annotations on the tantra
and its commentary Vimalaprabha (parts 1-3), notes on sadangayoga
(3:295-314), genealogies of sadanga-yoga gurus (3:315-324), eluci-
dation of the main abhisekas (3:325-346), preliminary perform-
ances of sadanga.yoga (3:347-360), guide to the six aagas (3:361-
480), explanation of the miila, marga and phala parts (3:481-568)
and the yantra of sadanga-yoga (3:569.574). Bu ston wrote a
. synopsis of the Sekoddesa (3:575-586) besides a detailed commen-
tary ou it (3:587-726). <At the same time he sifted the tradition
through which the Kalacakra had penetrated into Tibet _and was
transmitted there (Dus ak’or cos abyun rgyud sdei zab don sgo
abyed rin ¢’en bees pai sde mig)”.1 (4:1-92). He wrote a synopsis
of the Vimalaprabha commentary (4:93-230), besides an explana-

transmitted to Tibet

12

tion of its first chapter (%:231.338). He tried to clarify the
Kalacakra from the nitartha point of view (4:339-526), and to
interpret the apparently contradictory passages in the tantra
(4:527-564). The liturgical problems of the Kalacakra were also
handled by him, for instance, the pija-vidhi of 37 families of
yoginis in the ganacakra described in the abhiseka-patala (1:565-
572), the vidhi of the eight classes of karmas (4:573-590), and an
explanation of the Kalacakra-yantra to briny about 3t benefits and
34 harms. Buston further codified the various disciplines
touched in the Kalacakra, like grammar (1:599-611), calendar
(4:615-858), and special astrological problems pertaining to the
five planets (g99g, 4:859-868), calculation of their movements
(4:869-872), planetary conjunctions ( 1:877-882), and lagna (4:8383-
886). He wrote on the method of preventing smallpox by the
Viévamatrsadhana of the Kalacakra. He described exteasively
the mandala of the Kilacakra duly taking into account the Rva
and Hbro schools (5:169-260, 261-324), eulogies to its deities
(5:1-28), its abhisamaya (5:29-110), its utpattikrama according to
the Kalacakrasadhana (5:111-154, 155-168), the arrangement of
deities in its outer vayu-cakra (5:325-328), the details of drawing
it and making the homakunda (5:329-338), consecration of the site
(5:339-350), its 12 nrtyadevis (5:351-354), directions for the
worship of its deities (5:355-390), instructions for homa (5:391-
412, 413-482). He closes with the pratistha-vidhi "(5:583-544)
and a vidhi for emancipating the dead from evil births according
to the now-lost Miila Kalacakratantra (5:315-614). He gave the
genealogies of the Kalacakra according to the Rva school of Chos
rab (TWB.2 5170.1:MA1 b-2), and the Hbro school of Ses rab
grags (5170.2:MA 2a-b), the genealogy of sadanga-yoga according
to the Vibhaticandra school (TWB. 5170.3: MA 3 b), and the
Anupamaraksita school (TWB. 5170.4:MA 3b-4a). The disciple
of Bu ston summarised his lectures on the Kalacakra in 130

folios (TWB. 5215, volume SA of the collected works).

? G. Roerich, The Plue Annals, p. 155. Here the succession of the
Rva and Hbro schools is also given.

# G. Tucci, TPS., p. 105. S . :

* Edited by Lokesh Chandra, and published by the International
Academy of Indian Culture, New Delhi 1965-1966. L :

19 References are to the parts and foliation of the aforesaid edition.

1 G. Tucei, TPS., p. 105. o

* TWB.=4 Catalogue of the Tohoku University Collection of Tibetan -
Works on Buddhism, ed. by Yensho Kanakura et al., Sendai (Japan), .
1953, . L R - R N
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The Jo naa pas also had their share in the exegesis of the ‘

Kalacakra. Their founder Ses rab rgyal mtshan (1292-1361) was
a brilliant interpretor of this system. Taranatha, who was the
shining light of this school, wrote a number of works on this
system besides a guide to the land of Sambhala,

The Kalacakra received its greatest impetus at the hands of
Tso1 k ha pa who founded the Yellow School.
emphasised an allround study comprising the tantras alongside
His leading disciple Mkhas grub rje observes in the

This great scholar

the satras.
biography of his Master: “In so far as the majority of the present
day, that is' to say, the studying Lamas, turn with their under-
standing towards the mTshan-nyid school (philosophy), they have
abandoned the idea of entering the Tantra faculty.
is done to turn even the students who listen to lectures here away
from it.

Everything

Certain listeners even consider, as soon as the slightest
vestize of respect for the Tantra system evinces itself in them,
that for this reason the Paramitds seotion "is superfluous and
inferior... The guilt of such an attitude isvery great, and its
development evinces itself in the form of violent suffering...
Nowadays one seldom meets people who wish to master the Siitras
and the Tantras, though both were proclaimed by the victorious
Buddha,”¥  The Guhyasamaja and Cakrasarivara Tantras had an
honored place in Tson kha pa’s curriculum, with the Kalacakra
asthe first and foremost, the highest point of Tantric esoterism,
Tsoit kha pa had himself initiated in the tantric cycles at the
Zhalu monastery, and especially in the Kalacakra, by a personal
disciple of Bu ston, Chos kyi dpal.  His discourses explaining the
difficult termns in the Vimalaprabha were written down by his dis-
ciple Mkhas grub rje (TWB. 5381: NA 1-103). He classified the
fiest chapter of the Vimalaprabha according to Acalagarbha (TWB.
23149: DA 1- -2), expliined important parts of. the second patala
(TWB. 5348: DA 1- 64), and elucidated the four mudras referred
W in the third patala (TWB. 3391: NA 1-10). Tson kha pa also
oecupied himself with sadaigayoga: we have his vajragathas on

IL(TWB. 5275.56: KHA 52a; 5351: DA 1-22).

His oral teachings

s

on the gadaigayoga have been recorded by Rnam dkar bsod nams

(TWB. 5388: NA 1-22), by Shar kha ba Rin chen chos rgya]
(TWB. 5376: DA 1-5), by Rgyal tens pa (TWB. 5352: DA 1-21),
or anonymously (TWB. 5375 : DA 1.7).

In 1434, Mkhas grub rje (1383-1438), the disciple of
Tson kha pa,
Vimalaprabha. «Out of studies carried -on for many years was
born his extremely bulky work entitled: rGyal £’ ams cad kyi rgyal
po bcom ldan adas dus kyi ak’or lo mc’og gi dair poi sans rgyas
kyi rtsa bai rgyud las p’yun ba bsdus pai_ rgyud kyi agrel c’en
rtsa bai rgyan kyi rjes su ajug ston p’rag bcu giis pa dri
ma med pai ‘od kyi rgya c’er biad de Ko na fiid snai bar byed
pa.]ﬂ
structs the historical and legendary tradition by which that cycle

A truly ponderous work occupying four volumes; it recon-

was transmitted through centuries; it studies once more the rela-
tions between the various moments of the Buddhist preachings, it
goes into the details of that complex esoteric liturgy which estab-
lishes secret sympathies between microcosm and macrocosm, it
discusses subtle astrological questions. This work is said to have
been composed in Nan stod, in the dPal ri bo mdans can monastery;
it kept to the method of interpretation followed by Buston, who
in his turn continues the tradition handed down to the Tibetan

,school by two great lotsavas, that of Rva and that of aBrog.”

“Of course thisis the most remwkible work written by
mK’as grub rje on the Kalacakr, but he also dictated many smaller
treatises concerning liturgy, experience, the mmd'\ln of the same
Tantra”." These minor works are: TWB. 5458 (an explanation
of the Kalacakra-mandala-cakra-sidhana), 5409 (an explanation
of the deva-gana-piija-vidhi in the mandala), 5470 (technique
of. drawing' the mandala), 5491 (explanation of the difficult
portions of the Vimalaprabha taken down as memoranda from
the lectures of his master Tson kha pa), etc.

His fellow disciple Rgyal tshab Dar marin chen (1364 1432)
contributed to the exposition of the utpatti- and utpanna-kramas
of the Kalacakra (TWB, 5122), abstract elucidation of the four

wrote his epoch-making commentary on the

B G. Tucci, TP3., p. 92.

“H, Hoffmann, RT., p. 163 quoting Unkrig’s translation in Kumbum
Dschamba ng, T

-1 II. Hoffmaun, RT., p. 167.
8 TIr'B. 5463-67 (vols. K1IA, GA, NA, CA of his collected works).
17 G, Tucei, TPS., p. 120, R
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mudras (TWB. 3123) and an out]me of sadaum-yo"a (TWB.
5431).

Thus the work of organising the Kalacakn which was commen- "

ced by Bu ston reccived its finalisation under Tson kha pa and his
two disciples, the trinity of the Yellow School who “centered
their hopes of salvation from the samsaric plane round this
symbol, which became still more popular. The rNin ma pa and
the bKa’ brgYud pa, though they did not ignore this cycle,
studied it with less interest and depth, giving prevalence to
bDe mc'og and to Heruka; the Sa skya pas, preferred the
" expericnces of the Hevajratantra to it, while the dGe lugs pa
saw in the Dus kyi a K’or lo, Kalacakra, almost the highest point
of Tantric esoterism, and made it the object of a vast literature,
both mystical and liturgical.”18
The Dalai Lama I Dge hdun grub (1391-1475) wrote mnemouic
notes on the utpatti- and utpanna-kramas of Kalacakra (TWB. 5536:
_CA). His successor Dge hdun rgya mtsho (Dalai Lama II, 1476-
1542) composed a salutation to the teachers who had handed down
the Kalacakra (TWB. 5545.22: GA). The seventh Dalai Lama Blé

bzai rgys mtsho (1708-1758) wrote a number of liturgical works

on the Kalacakra in vol. GA of his collected works: its genealogic
transmission (TWB. 5842), explanation of its thrce guhya-,prajaa-
and caturtha-abhisekas based on the instructions of Khri chen
_ Nag dban mchog ldan (TWB. 5843 in 44 folios), a vidhi of its
mandala at the request of Lha btsun Nag dban lhun grub dar
rgyas (TWB. 5844 in 73 folios), the way to meditate on its citta-
mandala for the students at the college of Ri bo bde chen
(TWB. 5845 in 54 folios), and the method of worshipping its
ganacakra based on Tson kha pa’s ‘Rnal hbyor mchod pahi tshogs
mchod’ (TWB.5846). From the pen of the first Panchen Lama
Blo bzan chos kyi rgyal mtshan( 1569-1662) we havé a concise
subcouimentary on Mkhas grub’s extensive scholium on the Vi-
malaprabha (TWB. 5910 in 184 folios), pranidhana and mangala
githas to be recited on the occasion of learning the Kalacakra
(TWB. 5911),Vajrayoga in the Kalacakra (TWB. 5912), and a short
sidhana of the Kalacakra (TWB. 5913). Klon rdol bla ma Nag

dban blo bzan (born 1719- ) wrote a histery of its transmission,

followed by an explanation of the technical terms occurring in
it (TWB. 6536,6537) and a description of the Dhanyakataka caitya
mentioned in the Kalacakra (TWB. 6538). A select bibliography
of a hundred important works on the Kalacakra is given by
A khu rin po che Ses rab rgya misho (1803-1875) in his rare Tho
yig §12, which is reproduced in my Materials for a listory of
Tibetan Literature pp. 556-559.

The Kalacakra also found its way into Burma. The Pagan
Inscription of 1442 A.D. refers to the Mahakalacakka and its tika.
«These Tantric texts must have been prevalent among certain
sections of the Buddhists of Upper Burma; and when we remember
that the inscription refers to conditions in the fiftcenth century
when Theravada Buddhism in Upper Burm1 had been in the
ascendant for four centurie:, the existence of Muhayana and
Tantric texts in a monastic library seems at least to show that at
one time these cults must have gained some popularity xn the
country.”' R

ART. The Kalacakra is depicted in four forms. (i) The most
common form has twentyfour arms and four faces. He is the
central deity of the mandala described in the Nispannayogavali
(pp- 83-93) on the basis of the Tantra and its commentary Vimala-
prabha.% : |
“Surrounded by a flaming halo whxch gleems red all nround i
him, Kalacakra performs his mystical dance, clasping his fakti,
and tramples on Siva’s and Ganapati’s corpses, which their respec-
tive mates vainly try to save from being cruelly crushed. The
goddess is orange-coloured, the god blue and white, he has three®

18 G. Tucci, TPS. p. 371-372.

© N, R. Ray, Sanskrit Buddhism in Burma, p.38. ;

2 Benoytosh Bhattacharyya, The Indian Budlhist Iconugraphy. pe-
186-188, p. 268 (Nepalese drawing); 360 Gods vo. 35 (Walter Eugene Clark, .
Two Lamaistic Pantheons II p. 233); Alice Getty, The Gods of Northern:
Buddhism, p. 146; Antoinette K. Gordon, The Iconography of Tibetan ;
Lamaism, p. 85 and plate opp. p. 84;i  Antoinette K. Gordon, Tibetan:
Religious Art, p. 61, 63 (same image as in her aforesaid work, but a better
reproduction); Raghu Vira & Lokesh Chandra, A New szeto-MJn goli
Pantheon, part 9 p. 168 (R 14 b). . RN

21 A lapse for ‘four faces’. ~ *7°
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faces and 24 arms, each grasps an instrument which is ‘also a
The Kalacakra is one of the last creations of Tantric
Masters, always ready to express through new symbols the inex-

symbol.

haustible wealth of their inner visions; it represents a new aspect
ol the first principle: the Adi-Buddha or primeval Buddha, the
origin of the mystic pentad.”2

(ii) In his second form Kalacakra has twelve arms, but like
the first form it is in the yab-yum posture and has four heads.®
He is illustrated in the 300 Gods no. 65. .

(iii) Sahaja Kalacakra has one head, two arms and is standing
in yab-yum.® He is illustrated in 4 New Tibeto-Mongol Pantheon
part 1 plate 2, part 8 p. 24 (500 Gods 23c) The epithet sahaja
is from the latter source. : -

(iv) Alice Getty refers to the very rare’ form where Kala-
cakra is represented as a Bodhisattva with one head and two arms.
Then «he wears a five-leaved crown, the traditional Bodhisattva
ornaments, and is yellow”.?® This form is not depicted anywhere

and Getty unfortunately does not indicate the source of her infor-

mation.

The MANDALA of Kalacakra is detailed in the Nigpanna-
yogavali of Abhayakaragupta. It is illustrated in 4 New Tibeto-
Mongol Puntheon part 12 no. 26 in its citta form, i. e. by means of
dyudhas. Another illustration is given by Antoinette K. Gordon,
TRA. p. 93 but the details are invisible.

Two other types of mandalas are (ii) the 634-god Kaya-vak-
Clllﬂ-panmspanna Kalacakra, and (iii) the 73.god Mahasamvara
Kalacakra, They will be illustrated as nos. 98 and 99 in a forth-
Cuming part of A New Tibeto-Mongol Pantheon.

MANUsCRIPTS. The Mongolian text of the Kalacakra is accord-
ing to the Peking edition of 1717, translated into Monyplian by

* G. Tucei, TPS., p. 371.

* Alice Cetty, GNB., p. 146; Antoinette K. Gordon, ITL., p. 85.

™ Antoinette K. Gordon, ITL., p. 85.

* GNB., p. 146, repeated by Antoinette K. Gordon, ITL., p. 85.

™ See Lokesh Chandra, Mandalas of a tantra collectaneum, in Stu:lies
of Esoteric Bu-ldhism & Tantrism, Koyasan Uaiversity, 1965, p. 265.
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Kun dgah hod zer mergen mafijusri pandita gusi.? The Mongol-
ian follows the Peking Red edition of Tibetan, so we have repro-
duced the Tibetan text from the Peking edition. The Sanskrit
text is based on a palmleaf manuscript preserved at the Cambridge
University Library, bearing the number Add. 1364. It has 128
leaves, with six lines on every side. It is 13} x 2} inches and is
written beautifully in the Bengali script of the ‘middle period’.
It is dated Vikramaditya Samvat 1503, corresponding to 1446 A.D.
It was written by Jayaramadatta of Magadha at the instance of
Bhiksu Jfianaéri. The colophon reads :

¥ geaf 3gawar 3 Jat A A |
dai 1 @t A9 & A€t "Agrram: |

ggenisd sacagEamImiEat o o sAaqEEafepimasieEaT agt
@ FgAArEEArETEAiggEEH FA1 aRAaE TRAGA -
sgrfgameeeaAfa 1 1 EAERF@fRGES gdaq Arafgs-
TfEaRaTRIAIANGUSY Ho 1403 WF afx 93 T foemfadd siaq
freparmes: 1 fofedd anedlararamamfrsorsme-
sfistruagTAfa | FTFIAEfedT | gAREg 1 1 FAT FFFIEHIA
FAANNZINTIT | ﬁmamwfmmua a"mm e srmﬁssg
Gzt QTIRCTTIRCITIRCTY -

The above has been supplemented by a Devanagari manu-
script from the Bir Library, Kathmandu. It begins with 3% Fu:
siFraaHE: 1| and ends fg SArmFToTRITUT: @A 00T
without any detailed colophon. This manuscript was photographed
by Prof. Raghu Vira at Kathiaandu and it cannot be described in
the absence of the original, The text is complete in both the
mnnuscnpts compn:m" 10a7 stanzas in five chapters :

" Lokadhatupatala ~ 77169 stanzas ™
Adhyatmapatala 180 stanzas
Abhisekapatala 203 stanzas
Sadhanapatala 234 stanzas
Jfianapatala 261 stanzas

1047 stanzas

¥ Louis Ligeti, Catalogue du Kanjur Mongol Imprimé, no. 3.
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As tradition has it, the present text is the Laghu Kalacakra extrac- phon at the end of the text:
ted from the larger Mula tantra which is now lost. 1he extent of FIFTH FHATSH: T59T: |

the Mila tantra can be inferred as 12,000 stanzas from the colo-

3fa grTAgfaaTiagey %ﬁnf‘av'
Lokesh Chandrs.
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