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Preface of the General Editor

All those who have scholarly interests in Buddhistic
studies would welcome the publication of the texts of original
manuscripts which throw light on some aspzcts of Buddhist
religion and philosophy and will remember with gratitude the
contribution of the late lamented Mahapandita Rahul Sankri-
tyayan. He discovered in Tibetan \monasteries the rich
materials which a careful posterity had managed to preserve
and this was made accessible to the scholars by that great
Indologist. Among the photostat copies of the palm-leaf
manuscripts that he had brought in 1937 from the monastery
at Ngor in Tibet and presented to the Bihar Research Society,
Patna, there was a short treatise named Madhyantavibhaga-
bhasya, written in Proto-Maithili-cum-Bengali script preva-
lent in the 11th & 12th centuries in North Eastern India,

The text of the manuscript, carefully deciphered and
very ably and critically edited by Dr. Nathmal Tatia, Director
and Prof. A. L. Thakur of the Research Institute of Prakrit,
Jainology and Ahimsa, Vaishali—has been published under
the auspices of the K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute, a
research organisation that already has for its credit several
important publications. The Institute feels indebted to Bihar
Research Society for lending this manuscript for its publica-
tion. While offering the slim volume to the readers, I feel
pleasure in performing a task which devolves on me as one
in charge of the Institute. But the pleasure is mixed up with
regret as the late Dr. A.S. Altekar, who selected the manuscript
for publication in Jan. 1956, and who was better equipped to
appreciate its value and importance, is no longer with us.
May his soul rest in peace !

12th May, 1967 S. H. Askari.



1. The Government of Bihar established the K. P. Jayaswal
Research Institute at Patna in 1951 with the object inter alia to promote
historical research, archaeological excavation and investigations and
publication of works of permanent value to scholars. This Institute along
with the five others was planned by this Government as a token of their
homrage to the tradition of learning and scholarship for which ancient
Bihar was noted. Apart from the Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research Insti-
tute, five others have been established to give incentive to research and
advancement of knowledge—the Nalanda Institute of Post-Graduate
Studies and Research in Pali and Buddhist Learning at Nalanda, the
Mithila Institute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research in Sanskrit
Learning at Darbhanga, The Bihar Rashtrabhasha Parishad for advanced
Studies and Research in Hindi at Patna, the Research Institute of Prakrit
Jainology and Ahimsa at Vaishali and the Institute of Post-Graduate

Studies and Research in Arabic and Persian Learning at Patna.

2. As a part of this programme of rehabilitating and reorientating
ancient learning and scholarship, the K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute
has undertaken the editing and publication of the Tibetan Sanskrit Text
Series with the co-operation of scholars in Bihar and outside. Another
Series of Historical Research Works for elucidating the history and culture
of Bihar and India has also been started by the Institute. The Govern-
ment of Bihar hope to continue to sponsor such projects and trust that

this humble service to the world of scholarship and learning would bear
fruit in the fulness of time.



Introduction

The present text of the Madhyantavibhidgabhisya is
based on a photostat copy of a palm-leaf Ms. preserved at the
monastery of 'Ngor and discovered by Mahipandita Rahula
Sankrityayana in 1934. The original manuscript is written
in Proto-Maithili-cum-Bengali script prevalent in the 11th-12th
centuries and is complete in 30 folia, each of the size of 103 x 2
inches. Each side of a folio contains six lines ( folio 5b has
seven ) of about 70 syllables each. There is a gap of about
six syllables in the lines, except the first and last, around the
string hole. The obverse side of the first folio is blank as
usual and that of the 30th has two lines only, the reverse
escaping the camera. The photostat copy was given to us by
Dr. A. S. Altekar in 1956 for decipherment and editing. On
account of various preoccupations the progress was very slow
and we could prepare the press copy only in 1962. The
printing of the text was finished in 1963, and we were prepa-
ring to write an introduction to the book. But to our surprise
and disappointment, we discovered that the text was already
published by Prof. G. M. Nagao from Tokyo. We have since
compared our text with that published by Prof. Nagao and
we are encouraged to find that our humble attempt was succe-
ssful though we lacked in knowledge of Tibetan and Chinese

_unlike Prof Nagao and his assistants.

Our success, to a great extent, was due to Prof. Yamagu-
chi’s excellent edition of the Madhyantavibhagatika of Acirya
Sthiramati. Moreover, the manuscript is very carefully
written, which facilitated our decipherment without any refe-
rence to Chinese and Tibetan versions, -



[ i ]

The texts, which consist of Karikas ascribed to Arya
Maitreyanathapada and the Bhasya composed by Acarya
Vasubandhu, are written in classical Sanskrit with some words
in Buddhist Sanskrit which is a legacy of Pali and Prakrits
used by earlier Buddhist authors. We have not followed the
orthographic peculiarities of the manuscript, such as doubling
of consonants after ‘r’, various changes of anusvara, etc. We
had to give our own punctuation marks, as those in the
manuscript are indiscriminate, exhibiting the indifference
of the ancient scribes in this regard. These changes are
made in order to make the text presentable to a modern scholar
of philosophy with a knowledge of classical Sanskrit.

We have divided the texts into chapters and sections
according to the subject matter coming under them, guided
by the colophons of the texts and also the above mentioned

work of Prof. Yamaguchi. The basic Karikis are printed in

bold type, though it has not always been possible to be sure
about their numbering. The opening verse on page no. 1 has
not been numbered as it belongs to the Bhasya, though printed
in bold types. ‘

As regards the authorship of the texts, the tradition,
as recorded in the opening verse of the Bhisya and explained
in the T'ika, says that Maitreyanatha is the pranetd and Arya
Asangais the vakta of the Madhyantavibhagakarika, Vasu-
bandhu and others being the disciples to whom the Karika-
$astra was addressed, Vasubandhu is the author of the
Bhasya which expounds the Karika$astra. This tradition is
further supported by the following verse of the Sakarasiddhi-
$astra of Jhianadrimitra ¢

dryasahgam anangajinnayavaho yadbhiipatido’nvadat

acaryo vasubandhur uddhuramatis tasyajhayadidyutat /

[ it ]
dignago’tha  kumaranathavihitasamanyasihiyakas
tasmin vartikabhasyakarakrtinor adya’navadya sthitih [/
JRana$rimitranibandhavali P, 506.

In this verse, the word Bhiipatia who is characterized
as anafgajinnayavahah ( i. e. the promulgator of the philosophy
of the Buddha who vanquished the Mara ) stands for Maitreya-
nitha whose disciple was Arya Asanga. The other eminent
Aciryas mentioned in the above verse are Vasubandhu,
Dignaga with his collaborator Kumaranatha, Dharmakirti and
Prajnakaragupta who were shining luminaries in the firmament
of Buddhist philosophy and logic. It should be mentioned
in.this connection that JHanasrimitra respectfully refers to
the Madhyantavibhaga, its Bhasya and Tika separately, in
connection with his exposition of the Sakaravada philosophy
which, according to him, is based on these texts.

The book is divided into five chapters with sub-sections.
In the first chapter, called Laksanapariccheda, the character
of $uiayata is expounded. The knower and the known are
mere concepts ( vikalpa ). The concept is false ideation
( abhiitaparikalpa ). Sunyata is the basis of this false ideation.
If what is not existent in a particular locus is realized as such,
this is a case of true cognition. What is left after being
denuded of the false concepts isthe real. And this is how
one can understand the character of $iinyata’. Nothing is
$linya or aslinya without reference to something else. This is
called sallaksana and asallaksana of false ideation. The word
laksana is used in a wider sense to include the varieties, the
fun.ctions, the aspect of defilement, the aspect of purification,
and so on.

1. evam yad yatra na’sti tat tena §inyam iti yathabhitam samanupa-
§yati. yat punar atravasistam bhavati tat sad iha ’sti’ti yathabhitam
prajanati’ty aviparitam $unyatalaksanam udbhavitam bhavati.

MV Bhasya—P, 2,



[ iv ]
The second chapter deals with avarana 1. e., cover which
is mainly twofold viz. kleSauvarana and jieyavarana. In brief,

what covers the potential powers of the consciousness is
dvarana, the removal of which stands for mukti®,

The third chapter deals with tattva which is briefly two-
fold viz. adarfatattva and dréyatattva. The former is
miilatattva in which the dréyatattva is reflected.

The fourth chapter deals with the pratipaksabhavana,
avastha and phala. The pratipaksabhavana is broadly of three
kinds, realised in the states of pythagjana, $aiksa and aSaiksa,
The spiritual distinction between persons as gotrastha, avatirna
etc. is made on the basis of the avasthas. The phala is of five
kinds viz. vipakaphala, adhipatiphala, nigyandaphala, purusa-
karaphala and visamyogaphala. The first stands for the fruition
of good acts done in the past. The second stands for the spiritual
strength acquired on account of the predominance of the
kuSalamula. The third phala refers to the predilection of the
spiritual aspirant for good acts. The fourth, viz. purusakara-
phala, me_a_ng_rflbpe»n'ing« of kudalamiila on'account of its sustained
practice. The last, i. e. the visamyogaphala, is identical with
‘mukti, the utter dissociation of all covers. ' -

- The last chapter is' concerned with anuttarya which is
threefold viz. - pratipattyanuttarya, - alambananuttarya and
samudagamanuttarya The first refers to the practice of the ten
paramitas. The second refers to the twelve kinds of alambanas.
The third; viz. the samudagamanuttarya, is of ten kinds and
is concerned -with - the -attainments of gotra, strong belief
in Mahayana, discarding of Hinayana, fulfilment of paramitas
and so on.

2. kleéavaranam akhyatam jileyavaranam eva ca/
sarvany’ avaranani’ha yatksayan muktir igyate//
M V Karika, II. 17

[ v ]

We are thankful to the authorities of the K. P. Jayaswal
Research Institute, specially to the late Dr. A.S. Altekar and
Prof.S. H. Askari, the General Editor, Tibetan Sanskrit Works
Series, who entrusted the work to us. We crave the indulgence
of the reader for a few printing mistakes that have unfortu-
nately crept into the text in spite of our best efforts, Our list
of corrigenda has been facilitated by Professor Nagao’s exce-
llent edition which provoked reconsideration of some doubtful
cases illegible in the manuscript. Itis therefore our duty to
express profound gratitude to the learned scholar,

Research Institute of Prakrit,
Jainology and Ahimsa, Vaishali
May 12, 1967
l .. Nathmal Tatia
Anantalal Thakr
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2, Ms. has @ for df€, There appears an indistinct 9(9 in the
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2. Here after a1 M, inserts ( awai srapai fsremaars ) which
is bracketed in the Ms. to show that it is repeated by mistake,
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2. Ms. has additional @ after &, which however appears struck
through. R, Ms, & for f| 3. Ms. has addmonal a after @,
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Share Alike — If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute
the resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.

With the understanding that:

Waiver — Any of the above conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright
holder.

Public Domain — Where the work or any of its elements is in the public domain under
applicable law, that status is in no way affected by the license.

Other Rights — In no way are any of the following rights affected by the license:

« Your fair dealing or fair use rights, or other applicable copyright exceptions and
limitations;
« The author's moral rights;

« Rights other persons may have either in the work itself or in how the work is used, such
as publicity or privacy rights.

Notice — For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of
this work. The best way to do this is with a link to this web page.

This is a human-readable summary of the Legal Code (the full license). Disclaimer




