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PREFACE

Dharmakirti has a unique position not only among
the foremost Buddhist logicians and philosophers, but
among all Indian Thinkers. If Dinnaga is the harbinger
of a2 new era in Indian logic and is rightly considered
as ‘the father of Indian medizval logic,” Dharmakirti’s
contribution is so vast and so profound that after his
time the whole Indian philosophical literature, specially
logic, bears the stamp of his master mind. How Jaina
logic originated imbibing most of Dharmakirti’s
original thoughts, and how the Navya-Nyaya discarded
many of the points condemned by Dharmakirti, points
which the old Naiyayikas so keenly contested, is not
my theme here. Suffice it to quote Jayanta Bhatta, the
author of Nyayamafijari, a valiant opponent of Dharma-
kirti—

“sfr gfrqafaseant aFgET:

EERUELEICREEERICEE S

wag wirnfgrazafed geda—

SR Hfiaat awia: 1”7

—Nyiayamafijari (P. 100)

Stiharsa, the greatest Vedantist, writes in his
Khandana-khanda-khadya

YA T AT GEHEI T SateaT Aot 1’
(Chapter I).

Vicaspati Miéra has criticised Dharmakirti in his
Tatparyatika and Bhamati. The Sammati-tatka has
many quotations from Dharmakirti. The same is the
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case with Silikanitha Mi§ra and Pirthasarathi Miéra,
the authors of the commentaries on Vrhati and Sloka-
varttika respectively. Sometimes he is quoted as Kirti,
and sometimes his full name is mentioned. Though in
the Tanjur we have the translations of some works on
Tantra and poetry! attributed to Dharmakirti, their
authorship is doubtful. Dharmakirti’s nine works—
seven otiginal works and two commentaries on his own
works—are translated into Tibetan.? They are all
works on logic. Among them Pramanavarttika is his
masterpiece. It is written as an independent commen-
tary on Dinnaga’s Pramdpa-samuccaya, but the treatment
of the subject and method of explanation are such that
it is accepted as an original wotk on logic. In fact, the
Pramana-samuccaya was, as observed above, superseded
by this work.

The popularity of the Pramana-varttika in Nalanda
and other centres of Buddhist learning in India is
evidenced by the number of commentaries and sub-
commentaries on it3 eight of which are preserved in
Tibetan translations. The commentaries by Manora-
thanandin and Karnakagomin, which I discovered in
Tibet, were never translated into Tibetan. There might
have been some more commentaries on this important
work which are now lost.

The Pramina-samuccayva contains two hundred

1 Jatakamalatikd [Tanjur, Mdo, XCI; 2] Buddhaparinirvina
Stotra [Tanjur, Sto, I : 47] : and small treatises on Tantrikism
[Tanjur XII : 23, XVII : 6, LI : 6, LXIII : 10].

2 See my appendix G to the Vadanyaya (1935-36). JBORS.

% Out of about hundred and seventy thousand Slokas on logic
translated into Tibetan about hundred and thirty-seven thousand

are on Dharmakirti’s works and one hundred and five thousand
are on Pv. alone.

(i )
and forty-seven verses which are divided into the fol-
lowing chapters :—

Chapter Subject Slokas
I Seaer-a e 48
1I LEIRIGRIE] 51
111 qqEATATT 50
v gTwT- AT 21
v ST 52
VI Srfa-arer 25

247

The Pramina-varttika deals with the first three
chapters of the Pramina-Samuccaya. Out of its four
chaptets the three are devoted to Pratyaksa, Svir-
thanumana and Pardrthinumana and one chapter 1is
to support and explain the first salutation verse of the
Pramina-Samuccaya.t

The otrder of Chapters in the Pv. is not the same
in all the works dealing with it. Our manuscript of tke
text and the commentaries translated into Tibetan give
the following order :—

Chapter Subject Slokas
I SIRIGRIG] 342

1I gatorfafy ) 2851
111 SeaeT 541
v qUA AT 286

1454%

o SEifgafan gorer wred g Qe
gaTorfagsl Tanara=aT: Sl faafaarfedss: o
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This arrangement of chapters is not cotrect as it
will be seen if we compare it with the arrangement of
chapters in the Pramipna-Samuccaya or if we take
into account the logical order which should be:—I
Pramina-Siddhi, IT Pratyaksa, III Svarthinumina, and
IV Parirthinumana. In the commentary of Manoratha-
nandin we find the above order followed. Hereby the
Pramana-siddhis meant the Pramiana-siddhi (“The estab-
lishment of proof’) of the Buddha, referring to the
first verse of the PS. The reason for the change
of otder of chapters is this. Dharmakirti wrote
his own commentary on the Svarthinumana chap-
ter of Pv. and most of the earliest commentators
like Devendrabuddhi (Devendramati) and Prajfiakara-
gupta did not comment on the chapter which has
Dharmakirti’s own commentary. It seems that for this
rcason the Svirthinumiana chapter was separated from
the other three and was made Chapter 1. There are
many commentaries on the Pv. in Tibetan written by
Tibetan scholars ; they also follow this irregular arrange-
ment found in the Pv. MS.

Virttika means a commentary which has the
freedom to criticise the author wherever necessary to do
so. We know the Virttika of Katyayana on Panini’s
grammar which is not a commentary but a critical
appendix. The new style of Varttikas begins with the
Nyiya-varttika of Udyotakara (550 a.c.). Kumarila
(600 A.c.) brought it to a very high standard in his
Sloka-varttika. In naming his treatise as Pramapa-
varttika, Dharmakirti was influenced by Nyayavarttika
and Slokavirttika which were the main target of his
criticism.

_— e e

(v)

In his second verse the author explains the aim of
his work—“The ordinary people of feeble intellect
generally not only show indifference to the good work
(of Dirinaga) but become malicious on account of their
envy and jealousy. Therefore, it was not of great
use. 'Thinking so, and with my aptitude developed
with the long and continuous study of the good work
(of Diriniga) I undertook my present work”.

This work of Dharmakirti is most difficult in its
construction of sentences. It seems that the author
wants to put so many ideas of his deep thinking in as
compact a manner as possible. This is the reason why
the Pv. is so difficult to follow. In fact, many portions
of it would have remained sealed if we had not
been able to get Manorathanandin’s commentary.
It seems that the wotks of Dharmakirti did not
find general approval in his own lifetime. A verse
of his is quoted by Stidharadasa in which Dharmakirti
throws contempt on general opinion regarding his
composition :

“Nobody blames Vilmiki for saying that a
dyke across the sea was made of rocks brought by
monkeys; nor Vyisa for exaggeration in attributing
it to the arrows of Partha. But people open their
mouth to criticise my composition wherein I have
weighed every word and sense. Recognition !
I do bow to thee I”’®

5 Sadiktikarpamsta (p. 327). (Punjab Sanskrit Book Depot,
Lahote).
ATty T AFEaATeH (fHeRAle ,
;. AR T TR |
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Indeed every word and its meaning in the Pv. is as
it were weighed on scales.

We are not in a position to state the chronological
order of Dharmakirti’s seven treatises, and we are not
aware of the length of life which he lived, but the Pv.
cannot be his first work, since it is the product of a
mature intellect. Dharmakirti was conscious of his
intelicctual performance, and he knew the fate of
Dinnaga’s great work whose merits were not propetly
recognized, and so he was rather pessimistic about the
reception of his own work which is reflected by the
last verse of the Pv.8

“My view whose depth has not been reached by
the power of mighty brains, whose real purport has not
been perceived even with great efforts, and which has
not found in this world an appreciator (taker) befitting
it, will, like the water of the ocean, attain old age
within its own confines.”

But his fears were not justified, as we see his works
admired equally both by his friends and foes.

quTAT 7 qIYATaT qACATHTATAT
Il guiaq sarfagasg gfqss a1
b srregafaarerTgATTeT A R —
T AT TR |
ud AN FRAGEHag AN fATE
gaTEfd qA{E: 97 37 @ag T4

( vii )
MSS and Text

Owing to the importance of the Pramana-varttika
by Dharmakirti in the history of Indian thought for the
post-Dinnaga-period, 1 started restoring it from the
Tibetan version into Sanskrit in 1930. I stopped the
restoration on hearing of the existence of a MS. of the
PV. in the MSS. library of the Rajaguru Pandit Hemaraja
Sarman, Nepal. I obtained its photographs, and in
my second journey to Tibet I made a special search for
the PV., and was able to find an incomplete MS. of
the Bhasya (on the Pv.) by Prajfiakaragupta which con-
tained Dharmakirti’s original Karikas of a portion of the
third and the whole of the fourth chapter. Taking
together the photographs of the MS. of the Rajaguru
which he kindly gave me and the fragment book of
Prajfiakaragupta, about three hundred Karikas of the
Pv. were still found missing. I restored the three
hundred missing verses from the Tibetan translation.
At that moment I had no hope of recovering the original
three chapters of the Pv. In my third journey to Tibet
(1936), however, I had the good fortune of realizing
my gtreat desire discovering the whole text of the Pv.,
in addition I found a complete literature on it, which is
briefly described in the March issue of the Journal of
Bihar and Orissa Research Society, 1937. From the
monastery of Shalu, I recovered material to fill up the
missing three chapters. At the monastery of Sa-skya, I
discovered a complete commentary. I also recovered
a fragmentary commentary by Dharmakirti himself on
the first chapter of Pv. Although this latter was not a
complete copy, the deficiency was more than com-
pensated by the discovery of a tiki—a sub-commentary

2
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on it, and a commentary on the whole Pv. by
Manorathanandin, which has the value of making the
Pv. easy of comprehension.

The description of the MSS. utilized for the Text

1. PH.—A palm-leaf MS. of the Pv. belonging to
the Rajaguru Pt. Hemarija Sarman of Nepal. The script
is Magadhi, i.e., the Script prevalent in Eastetn India
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In the colo-
phon, we find:

“fofaafrd g wfedioaveearen [fi] 1

This shows that it was wtitten by a Mandalapila
(the head of a district-Sangha) of Pakkadidvipa.
Though the MS. was discoveted in Nepal, the word
‘Pakkadi’ shows that it was written in the plains where
we have got plenty of 73’s, Pakadi is 2 common name
for many villages in eastetn U. P. and Bihat. The
MS. has not many mistakes, but thete are many lacu-
nae; and as many as ten leaves are missing.

2. PS.—A palm-leaf MS. of PV., belonging to
the monastery of Shalu. The size is 123”X 12”. There
are 31 leaves; each page containing seven lines. The
character is Kutila of the 12th century. It has no
colophon. The MS. is mostly correct. The first
chapter was not included in this MS.

3. P.V.—A palm-leaf MS. of the Pramana-varttika-
virtti by Dharmakirti, belonging to Sa-skya monastery.
The Size is 224”x 21”. 'The number of leaves is eleven,
each page containing seven to eight lines. The script
is Magadhi. It is only a fragment of the whole work.
Probably it was catried to Tibet by Sikyasribhadra

(i)

and his companions who reached Tibet in 1203 a.c.
I made a search for the missing leaves of this MS., but
I could not succeed. I still hope that some of the leaves
may be found in Chhag-pe-lha-khang if a thorough
search is made.

4. PVT.—A palm-leaf MS. of a commentaty on
No.3; by Karnakagomin. The size is 323”X2”, and it
contains 250 leaves, each page having six lines. Only
the twelfth and the thirty-seventh leaves ate missing.
The script is Magadhi. There is no colophon, but it
may belong to Sikyaéribhadra or his party. Only
in a few places it was helpful in teconstructing the
Kirikas. It will also greatly help in testoring Dharma-
kirti’s commentary which has also a Tibetan translation
in Tanjur.

5. VA.—A paper MS. of the P.V.-Bhishya or
Virttikalarikira by Prajfiakaragupa belonging to Sa-
skya monastery. Size 27”X4”. Leaves 59, each page
containing 10 to 19 lines. It is an incomplete MS. writ-
ten by Vibhitichandra who accompanied Sakyaéri-
bhadra into Tibet. The colophon says “fafaaqaemny”
(written in the north). This shows that Vibhiti-
chandra copied it after his arrival in Tibet. The MS.
has not many mistakes.

6. VB.—A palm-leaf MS. of the P.V. Bhishya
belonging to the monastery of Sa-skya (chhag-pe-lha-
khang). Size 22”X2}”. Leaves 340, each page con-
taining six to eight lines. 'The script is Magadhi. This
MS. otiginally belonged to Danaéri, a companion of
Sakya$ribhadra. ‘The MS. is complete and contains
the Karikas of three chapters.
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7. PVM.—A paper MS. of a commentary on
PV. by Manorathanandin belonging to the monastery
of Shalu. Sizex26}”x2"”. Leaves 105, each page
containing six to seven Jines. It is a complete
MS. written by Vibhatichandra (Magadhi Script).
Though Karikas are not given, the author comments
on each and every word of PV, so it was a great help in
getting the correct reading in so many doubtful cases.

8. BB.—A block print of Tibetan translation of
the PV. from the monastery of Sa-skya. I used it in
comparing the readings of the MSS. mentioned above,
and the variations are given in the foot-notes. The PV.
was translated into Tibetan by Pt. Subhati$risinti with
the help of Lotsava (Tibetan translator) Dge-bai-blo-
gros at the command of King Dvang-sde (1080 A.c.)
of Western Tibet. This translation was revised by
Bhivyaraja of Kashmere with the help of Lotsava Blo-
ldan-shes-rab (1059-1108 A.cC.). The third revision
was made by Sakyas$ribhadra (1127-1225 A. c.) and
others with the help of Sa-pan Kun-dgah-rgyal-tshan
(1182-1225 A. c.) during the former’s sojourn in Tibet
(1203-1213 A.C.). The translation is petfect as is expected
from the methods of translation developed in Tibet.

I have included some of the readings from quota-
tions in Brahmanical and Jaina works on logic, but the
Pv. is so widely quoted in the post-Dharmakirti literature
that my comparison with quotations is anything but
complete.

In all the MSS., no distinction is made between
g and &, and often @ and ¥ are interchanged.
‘Throughout the MSS. anusviras at the end of a sentence
are employed instead of . This seems to be 2 common

(=)
practice during that time. I have retained this feature
in the text.
The divisions of sections and sub-sections are my

own in making which I am helped by the com-
mentaries.

Patna }

Rahula Sankrtyayana
28-7-37
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