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THE VAJRAVALI-NAMA-MANDALOPAYIKA OF
ABHAYAKARAGUPTA

D.C. BHATTACHARYYA

Abhayakaragupta, the renowned scholar of Tantric Buddhism,
flourished during the period of Ramapala of the Pila dynasty of India'.
He is the author of several treatises on Tantric Buddhist rituals?, of
which the most celebrated is the Nispannayogdivali. Ever since the
publication of this text in the Gaekwad's Oriental Series at Baroda, it
has been accepted by scholars as an important source-book for the
study of Buddhist iconography. The descriptions of Buddhist deities
contained in the 326 sadhanas of the Sddhanamala cannot account for
the iconography of all the images of Buddhist divinities represented in
art. The Nispannayogavali of Abhayakaragupta gives us much help in
this regard, since it contains iconographic descriptions of many deities
not mentioned in the Sadhanamala, and thus adds considerably to our
knowledge of Buddhist iconography?*. Moreover, the Nispannayogavali
contains the description of twenty-six mandalas in all their potential
details. This has made the text unique, since no other work of Tantric
Buddhism is known to have contained a full description of so many
mandalas. We have, however, come across another work by the same
author which describes, though sometimes only briefly, a number of
mandalas. In addition, it contains a mine of information on various
aspects of Buddhist ritual and iconography which have remained

' Apart from the other evidence regarding this, it has to be mentioned that the
Asiatic Society, Calcutta has the manuscript (no. G. 3827) of another work of
Abhayakaragupta, entitled Buddhakapala-Tantra-Tika. The final colophon states that it
was authored by Abhayakaragupta (kritih panditasthavirabhayikaraguptapadanamiti) and
also, the colophon of the 14th patala states that it was composed in the 25th year
of the reign of Ramapala (rdjyabde ramapdlasya paficavimse karodimar).

2 In the introduction to the Nispannayogavali ed. by B. Bhattacharyya in Gaekwad's
Oriental Series (CIX), Baroda, 1949, there is a list of 24 titles authored by Abhaya-
karagupta (the list is quoted by Bhattacharyya from pp. 88(T. of Bose's Indian Teachers
of Buddhist Universities).

* This point has been discussed in detail in my Tantric Buddhist Iconographic
Sources (New Delhi, 1974) and Studies in Buddhist Iconography (New Delhi, 1978).
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obscure to scholars in the field. It is my belief that this work should
be published immediately, so as to make it accessible to scholars
interested in the subject. The present paper is a result of the initial
endeavour towards the accomplishment of this formidable but worth-
while task.

The work concerned is entitled Vajravali-Nama-Mandalopayika or
Vajravali-Tantra*. The author’s name is invariably given as Abhayakara-
gupta, who is frequently styled a ‘great scholar’ (mahapandita). We have
been able to study as many as four manuscripts of the work: two
belonging to the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, and one each from the
collections of the University Library, Cambridge (U.K.) and the
Oriental Institute, Baroda. Of these, the Cambridge manuscript
(No. Add. 1703) is dated in the Newari sariivar 249=A.D. 1129,
One of the manuscripts of the Asiatic Society (No. G. 4835) has the
figure 250 written on the colophon. This might indicate the date of
the manuscript, obviously in the Newari saritvar. This will mean that
the manuscript concerned should be dated to A.D. 1130. Thus both
these dated manuscripts seem to belong to the period of Ramapala®,
and as such to be contemporary with Abhayakaragupta, who flourished
during the reign of this Pala ruler.

Although from the above we cannot precisely ascertain the date of
the composition of the Vajravali, we can perhaps be sure of two things :
1) that the Vajravali was composed before A.D. 1129 or in that
particular year; and 2) that the Nispannayogavali, the celebrated work
by the same author, Abhayakaragupta, was composed presumably a
few years before this date, since the Vajravali mentions, among several
other texts, the name of Nispannayogavali as one of the works from
which the information contained in the Vajravali has been derived®.
The other works mentioned as authorities in the Vajravali include the
Sampuia-Tantra, the Vimalaprabha, the Vajradaka-Tantra, the Maiiju-
vajramandala-Tippani, the Tattvasaiigraha, the Bhiutadamara-Tantra,

* The Ms. no. G. 3855 of the Asiatic Society gives the title in folio 121A as
Vajravalinama mandalaupayika, the Ms. No. G. 4835 has the title: Vajravalinama
mandalopaiyika. The Oriental Institute Ms. (no. 13189) refers to the work in its
colophon as Vajravalitantra.

* Ramapala’s reign period is accepted as falling between 1084 A.D. and 1130 A.D.
For other views see my Studies in Buddhist Iconography (New Delhi, 1978) pp. 64-65.

¢ Asiatic Society Ms. no. G. 3855, folio 23B.
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the Kalacakra-Tantra, the Trailokvavijaya-Tantra, the Abhidhanottara-
Tantra, the Srisamaja-Dvikala-Tantra, etc.’

The prime object of the Vajravali, as defined in its introduction,
seems to be discuss briefly (saitksiptam) the rules and systems
pertaining to the mandalas (mandalavidhi). But significantly, it deals
with numerous other topics pertinent to Tantric Buddhist worship
and rituals. For example, it has discussions on Sisvasarigraha-vidhi
(selection of the disciples), Bhikhanana and Bhimisodhana-vidhi (the
digging and purification of the earth), Asana-vidhi (sitting attitudes),
Abhiseka-vidhi (rules of initiation) of various ritual items like the
garland (mala), water (udaka), crown (mukuta), thunderbolt (vajra),
bell (ghanta), mirror (darpana), etc., Pratistha-vidhi (rules for the
installation of images (pratima), ponds (puskarini), wells (vapi), monas-
teries and edifices (vihdragandhakiticaityavasthasrama), etc.®. Moreover,
it has a detailed discussion on the Bodhicittotpadana® (how to bring the
mind to its supreme state) and the Carydvrata'® (the practice of the
vow) — the two important aspects of the Tantric Buddhist system of
devotion.

Apart from the above, the Vajravali contains the description of
thirty mandalas''. The Nispannayogavali has the description of as many
as twenty-six of them. The additional mandalas described in the
Vajravali are : the Sodasabhujasya mandala, the Kurukulla mandala, and
the Aparamritatrayasya mandala. Moreover, the Vajravali describes
the Sambara mandala twice—as the first and again as the sixteenth
mandala—thus making the total number of the mandalas thirty.
Although twenty-six of them seem to bear the same titles as those of
the Nispannayogavali, and the contents of these twenty-six also seem
to be more or less the same in both works, the literal description of
these mandalas as found in the two works concerned differs consid-
erably, the reason for this being that the account of the Vajravali is,
as discussed above, given briefly (saritksiptam), whereas that of the
Nispannayogavali is a little more elaborate. The two accounts thus
differ in their literal renderings. The order of the mandalas as given

7 Ibid., folios 24B, 32B, 36A, 39A, 42B, 43B, 44B, 48B, 54A, 111A respectively.

& Ibid., folios 8B, 9B, 10B, 16A-16B, 98B, 99A, etc.

° Ibid., folio 89ff.

' Ibid., 104B Y.

'! Of these only 27 are described in Ms. no. G. 3855 as mentioned by H.P. Shastri
in his 4 Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Government collection
under the care of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Calcutta, 1917) p. 157.
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in the Nispannayogavali and the Vajravali seems also to be the same,
except that the latter introduces the three other mandalas, mentioned
above, in between, and gives a duplicate Sambara-mandala as the first
mandala in the collection.

The present work by Abhayakaragupta is referred to as a mandalo-
payvika meaning, obviously, that the work deals with the various
systems and procedures (upayika) involved in the comprehension and
articulation of the mandalas which form the essential basis of the Tantric
Buddhist mode of devotion. The term vajravali occurring in the title
has not been explained in the work. H.P. Shastri observed that
“Vajravali means a row of conventional figures of thunderbolt, which
are to be found everywhere among the Buddhists of Nepal”'2. Obviously
Shastri’s reference was to the system, as seen by him in Nepal, of the
drawing of the mandalas with a series of drawings of vajras (thunder-
bolt-signs) on the periphery as may be seen in our figure no. 1. This
explanation finds support in the following expression found in the
Nispannavogavali : vajravalimanditamandalesu, meanin g, in the mandalas
surrounded by a series of vajras.

I

The importance of the Vajravali is essentially for the description of
thirty mandalas that it contains. But to a student of Buddhist art and
iconography, the work is a valuable document for several obscure
iconological concepts, and also for the correct interpretations of the
sitting postures (d@sanas) ascribed to the images of gods and goddesses.
Here we propose to take note of a few such important issues.

One of the topics discussed in the Vajravali is the making of images
(pratimadi) of deities and the artistic and ritual processes involved in
the preparation of manuscripts (pustakadikarane) with painted forms
(rupanulekhakam). 1t not only speaks of the mantras to be uttered
during the actual process of articulation, and also during the act of
purification of the tools and implements to be used, but also makes
a categorical mention of the fact that the artist had to be paid the
honorarium (silpitosana) for his commission. The following is the
extract giving all such information'3:

'2 Jhid.
'3 Asiatic Society Ms. no. G. 4835, fols. 4A-4B.
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Pratimadipusiakadikaranen balipujapuralisaranit Silpinali karisvamana devataya
kulddhiparapanulek hakamn svamitabharipani hyidi sva sva bijena hritkanthamird-
hasu vathakramanit vajrapadmacakrastha hriviv it carikaraisca vametara karayos-
candravajrabhyarica yuktan jhatiti vicintyva hridadikeai sprisan hrim ah omityanen-
adhissthaya pavitradarumritpasanadravyavastradik ari Sanyatadhimoksena jhatiti
hridbijena karisyamana devataraparit vicintya bhagavannitvadi sannidhyarit kartu-
marhathetyantarit pathet |/ vatretu bhavita dhihkarakaranitwn vagvajramaksaraka-
raparinatan vibhavya svayarica || om vajrasativa hrit ityanena ori ah vighnaniakyit
hrivit ityanenacaikaviiisativaranabhimantrankurccikarikam lekhanivica prajiajndg-
ndatmikaii  masiiica  vajramsuparindmena srunamyitakaranit - punaica ot dhil
.v'runlvnu'irir(ja_lwarw{jﬁﬁlm/m,m/(ipulniriui hril svaheti lekhanii || masiica mantra-
yirva tesu samarpaver || Sataksarena dridhikuryar /! Silpitosana sadvari
bhojvadikaica samacaret |/ sarvatraga etacit devatanam visarjanait karvam /!
khandasphutita  viharadikai punaly - sariskarturikamah kritavalyupaharadikah
pratisthasamaya samdropita devaiakdrani visarjva tathaiva samskaradikarin kurva-
diti pratimadyarghavidhil |/

The goddess Vasudhira is known to have two forms, viz., the two-
handed and the six-handed forms. The two-handed form of the goddess
is described in the Sadhanamald in three of its sadhanas (Nos. 213-
215); the description resolves more or less into a single iconographic
type, particularly in respect of the distribution of the attributes in the
hands: the right hand showing the varadamudra and the left holding
either the sheaf of corn (dhanyamanijari) or the sheaf of corn together
with a pot showering various treasures (dhanyamarijarinanaratavar-
saghata). It is interesting to note that the Vajravali also describes the
two-handed form of the goddess Vasudhari. but there she is ascribed
the pot (hhadraghata) in the left hand and the abhayvamudra in the
right. The name of the goddess Vasudhara implies her association
with the earth-goddess. But nowhere, except in the later dharani texts,
is this clearly stated. It has, however, to be noted that the Vajravali
unambiguously equates Vasudhira with the earth-goddess (prithivideva-
taya sahaikibhitant), and also states that she stood witness for the
Sakyasirhha (Buddha) against Mara. All these details are to be found
in the section entitled Vasundharadhivasanavidhi, which is as follows 4.

Tadanu mandalabhamimadiye nisadvakrite gandhamandale varit bhavair vasund-
harar vibhavva savyakaracandre hurivtrayam  vicintyvangulvagrena  bhimestriha-
nenaisuddhanitil - hurmkarakiranaisca saicodanddutthisg Jranasattvarapa  prithivi
devatava sahaikibhita prityavaddhahridayawn  pitam saumyanm  sitambardi
vicitrabharanar grihita kanakabhadraghatabhaya vameltarakaradvayvamekavak tréri

'* Ibid., folio 15B.
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puratah sthitamarghyadipurahsararm saripijya sasambhramam [/ or_h eh{'ehi maﬁdde vi
prithivi - trilokamdtare “sarvaratnapiirne  divvalankarabhisite /I(Il'(lllll[)lll‘(lll{{'g/l()?\'f’
vajrasattvaprapijite grihitvaccedamarghyain mandalakarmasu sadhayva hrin hii
hiriv hiit Iuait svaheti triruccaryyavahana sannidhapana  garbhamadhivasavet |/

tvanit devi saksibhitdsi sarvabuddhanatayinam | carvanaya visesesu bhimi-
paramitasu ca | yathamdarabalwit  bhagnam  sakyasimhena tavinam | tatha
marahalant jitva mandalalelikhamyahamitiruccaryadhivasayet [/

The Vajravali is an important document for the study of the asanas
or sitting postures as applied to Buddhist iconography. One of its
sections gives an exposition of the most important of such asanas. It
will be useful to take note of the definition and description of these
asanas in order to identify them in Buddhist images. Much confusion
seems to exist regarding the interpretation of some of the Buddhist
asanas. For example, there is a problem in the interpretation of
Paryaiikasana, which, according to Benoytosh Bhattacharyya, is an
“attitude in which case the legs are placed one upon the other with
both the soles visible™ ! °, whereas J.N. Banerjea takes it to mean “a sitting
posture in which both the legs are made to dangle down from whatever
type of seat the figure sits on™ '®. It is very difficult to accept either of
these interpretations without textual support. The Vajravali, fortunately,
gives the definitions of some of the well-known dsanas of Buddhist
iconography.

The following is the account of the dsanas as found in the section
dealing with them in the Vajravali'” :

VAJRAPARYANKASANA :
Daksinajanghorumadhye vamarit  padamr nasya tadupari vamajanghorumadhye
daksinarit nyasvediti vajraparyaikah |/

PADMASANA :
Daksina jaiighdyam vamajarigham kritvavanatam janudvayarn kurvaditi padma-
sanam [/

SATTVAPARYANKASANA :

Vamoripari daksinarii padariv vinvasva vamarit daksinorutale sthapavetsattva-
parvaikal |/

VIRASANA :

Vamacaranenardhaparyarikamabadhya tatsamipe daksina janu arddham pragunai
sthapayediti virasanam [/

'* B. Bhattacharyya, The Indian Buddhist Iconography (Calcutta, 1958) p. 435.
'® J.N. Banerjea, The Development of Hindu Iconography (Calcutta, 1956) p. 272.
'7 Ms. no. G. 4835, fols. 12B-13A.



76 D.C. BHATTACHARYYA

Vamardhaparyaikai krirva tadupari- daksinajan patitai samsthapva  daksina-
padait vamorumile uttanari sthapayediti virasanamiti kecit ;.

BHADRASANA :

Rijucaranadvayamuccasanastho dharavediti bhadréasanam

UTKUTUKASANA :

Vitastantaritwn péadach ‘ayamdasanenyasyorkutukdasanam |/

SALILASANAH :

Daksinapadanir sattvaparyarikena sasthapya vaman salilai prasaravediti salila-
sanam [/

SVASTIKASANA
Padadvayam samputikrityopavisan svastikam ;.

The above-mentioned eight sitting postures'® or vajrapadadi, as they
are referred to in the Vajravali, are frequently mentioned in the textual
description of deities of Tantric Buddhism. The definitions, as given
above, are thus of much help for the correct interpretation of these
technical terms. It is necessary, therefore, to have a literal translation
of the extracts giving the definitions.

Vajraparvankasana :

When the left foot is placed on the right thigh, and over this is
brought the right foot to be placed on the left thigh, the vajra-
paryaikdsana is formed.

Padmasana -

When the left thigh is placed on the right, so that the two knees
are brought together, the padmdasana is formed.

Sattvaparyaikasana :
When the right foot is placed on the left thigh, and the left is
placed below the right thigh, the sattvaparyankdasana is formed.

Virasana :
(1) The left foot should be placed half-way like the parvaikasana.

Near this, the right thigh is placed at a tangent upwards. Thus is
formed the virasana.

'® In addition, in Ms. no. G. 4835, fols. I0A-11A, there are the definitions of a
number of standing postures (pddas). All these have been discussed in detail in my

forthcoming Dictionary of Indian Iconography-.
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(ii) The left foot should be disposed half-way paryaikasana. On this
let the right thigh be placed. The right foot should be placed inverted
over the left thigh. Thus is sometimes formed the virasana.

Bhadrasana :
In the hhadrasana, the two legs should dangle down from a raised
seat straightway.

Utkutukasana :
The feet placed a little apart from one another, but both being on
the same seat, give rise to the utkutukasana.

Salilasana :

The right foot should be disposed as in the sattvaparyaiikasana
[that means, the right foot should be placed on the left thigh], while
the left should be gracefully stretched [downwards). This is salildsana.

Svastikasana :
In the svastika mode of sitting, the two feet should be joined
together.

The above will perhaps dispel much of the confusion that persists
regarding the interpretation of some of the asanas. With respect to
the interpretation of the term sattvaparyaiikdsana, some confusion has
been created by Benoytosh Bhattacharyya, who took it first as meaning
“seated on an animal”'® and then as “seated on a man’2°. But both
these interpretations fail to fit in with the sitting mode of many images
described to be in the sattvaparyarkasana. 1t must, however, be pointed
out that the prefix sattva in the term sattvaparyaikdsana does not
mean either a “man™ or an “‘animal™. It has perhaps the same meaning
as that of sarrva in words like Bodhisattva or Vajrasattva, viz., mercy
or karund. In other words, the term sattvaparyaiikasana refers to a
relaxed or benign (satrva/karuna) attitude of sitting on a paryaika or
seat?'. Mallmann has explained it as a mode of sitting in which the legs
are placed one upon the other, the sole of the right foot being visible?22.
This finds support from the definition of the term sartvaparyaikasana
as given in the Vajravali, quoted above.

'® B. Bhattacharyya, op. cit., Ist edition, p. 132.

20 Jbid., 2nd edition, p. 306.

*' D.C. Bhattacharyya, Studies in Buddhist Iconography (New Delhi, 1978) p. 102.

?? M.-T. de Mallmann, Introduction d I'étude d’Avalokitegvara (Paris, 1948) pp. 258-
260.
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Of the two definitions of the virdsana, the first as given above seems
to be the same as that applied to the mode of sitting referred to as
the mahardjalilasana. Moreover, what is referred to as the salilasana
in the Vajravali seems to tally with the concept of /alitdsana mentioned
in the Sadhanamdla and elsewhere. Most interesting is the definition
of padmasana as given in the Vajravali. This dasana is assigned to the
Buddhist deities quite frequently in their textual descriptions. But
hardly any image of a Buddhist deity is known to us which is shown
seated in the manner defined as the padmasana mode of sitting in the
Vajravali.

Apart from sitting postures, the Vajravali also gives an account of
some of the important hand-gestures but, interestingly, they are not
referred to as nmwdras, as is usually done in the texts, but are
rather called abhinayas. For example, the gesture of holding the sword
(khadgabhinaya) is defined as : vama vajramusti ko.s‘(h/da/\:yiuamiramu._vji—
makrisya khadgabhinavena dharavediti khadgabhinayah. meaning, ‘the
gesture suggestive of the drawing of the sword has to be disposed this
way—one should act like drawing the fist of the left hand out of the
fist of the right hand suggesting the act of the drawing of the sword
[out of the scabbard]’. Similarly, there are the definitions of several
other such gestures, e.g. the vajrabhinaya, the musalabhinaya, the
cakrabhinaya, the patakabhinava, the padmabhinaya, the dandabhinaya,
the ankusabhinava, the phanabhinaya, the capabhinaya, the Sardkar-
sanabhinaya, the ksepanabhinaya, the pranamabhinaya, the vajrasanabhi-
naya, and the dhyanabhinaya®3. These definitions are very rarely to be
found in any other Tantric Buddhist text.

There are numerous other topics discussed in the Vajravali. The
scope of the present paper does not permit us to refer to all of them.
But, as has already been pointed out, we will take note of the full
description of all the thirty mandalas included in the Vajravali.

HI
Here we will quote the description of the thirty mandalas as given

in only one manuscript, the one bearing the accession no. G. 4835 of
the Asiatic Society, Calcutta. After comparing the four extant manu-

2 Ms. No. G. 4835, fols. 11B-12A.
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scripts of the Vajravali we have found this one to be the least
corrupt. The Cambridge University Library manuscript is also useful,
but we have not depended on it much since it is too soiled in some
of its parts. The other manuscript in the collection of the Asiatic
Society of Calcutta (No. G. 3855) is full of corruptions and inaccuracies.
Moreover, the manuscript preserved in the Oriental Institute, Baroda
could not be used as the basic text. since that manuscript was consulted
only by means of a handwritten transcript very kindly placed at my
disposal by Dr. U.P. Shah. The Oriental Institute, however, later
allowed me to consult the actual manuscript. It should be mentioned
in this connection that I am preparing a critical edition of the
mandalas described in the Vajravali, which is tentatively to be published
by the Oriental Institute. In the meantime, I take the opportunity of
presenting, for the first time, the text of the Vajravali describing the
mandalas.

SAMBARA-MANDALA?* .

Sumbaramandalete  cittacakrari krisnam  tadarantaralani raktani vakcakra-
nabhitvar | vakcakraiv raktwin | tadarantardlani suklani kavacakranabhirvar-
kavacakram Subhraiit tadarantaralani purvadi diksu vairocanddi tathagatavarnnéani
nemitrayari yathakramani krisnavajrarak tapadmasuk lacakravali kalitwi | vahih
prabhriti - yavadabhyantaram /mrim.x‘uk/arakIapitak_ri;uavaruu&h pancarckhah |
A"vclu/mril(u'aklapl'lukri.yuammljﬁh purvottarapa$cimadaksinabhuvah paralani ca /
kr/Z)'(lcl/l(ll'il(li'(lktapilasilan1i.€*ranila\'ar‘gl(ltilr paricarckhabhuvah patalanicetyaparal |
tadeva parvapararit varnakramaiica paribhavya rajah patayer || tatra abhavya
samagame cilmamudre eva yvathavogam likhitavye | abhavyasait bhavettu devata-
martilikhaniva | citrita nisikia ghatita sariiskrita va sthapayitavya |/ tatha-
coktanmagabuddhipadaih |/ bijanyasotha cihnamva devatariipamevava || nisik tarin
ghatitarii sthapyarit mandale ca yathavalamiti /I mudralikhanamiti dhyanortaratantre
varnpitanit [ asaktau likhitai mudram cihnadica sthapayedbudhal | yaduk i
ranjairvyapya pravakurvaiscitritaih pravaicitritamiti | Srisamputatantre ca | evani
nisik tir ghatitadirapenapi cihnamudrayukia iti || (Fol. 41B).

MANJUVAJRA-MANDALA :

Ato marjuvajramandale  nabhau  bhagavato manjuvajrasva  candre  khadgah
Syamalt | pirve vairocanasya candre subhramastaracakrarit | daksine ramasan-
bhavasya sarye haritanavamsaratnarm | pascimemitandthasya siurye raktastadala
kamalam | uttare amoghasiddheh sarye haritah khadgah | agneye candre locanayva
meghastharin nilataraka sitalocanadvayai nairityendaumamakyah krisnaparicasi-
kavajrwn | tantre tathapanar | vayavyendau pandarayavikacaraktapadmari
sanalakandarm | aisanendau tarayah pitanilabhamutpalarn | agneyadi catuhkonesu

** This mandala is described twice in the Vajravali, but they are not the same.
The Nispannayogdvali takes note of this manglala, but only once.
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parvadvarasya vametara dvi dvi matrantarita parsvavosca candresu vathakramaaii
ripasabdagandharasasparsa dharmadhatvajranam Sukladarpano nilagandharvavi-
nanir pitagandhasawikham rak tarasapatranin visvavajram Sukladharmodaya pragadid-
varesu saryesu yamantaka prajiantaka padmantaka vighnantakandri yathakramarit
krisnavajranuidgaranit vajréaik itasitadando rak tapankajan nilakaralavajram | watro-
navimsatiscandrasirya visvapadmasthah | sarvani citmani sarasmikani sva sva
diggata Siraskani | cakresasyatu pascima Siraskari evamuttaratrapi vajrasatvasya
cakresankhanilasaumyavajrar madhyabjendau visvavajramiti kascit | garbharocisam
vrittasitre gunarajo na patanivamiti vahuvidah | varndasiitradvahibrbrahmasiitra
pratiparsvariv - caturmarrantarain  tvaktacatrmarrikah  kalasa itvastau  kalasa
amypitapurnndh sauvarna ityekal paksah | sva sva dikwathagatavarnna ratnamavd
itvaparah ihoturatra ca madhye tathagatantara cilnanyésetsthane madhyacihnari
likhitavyam || (Fols. 42A-42B).

PINDIKRAMOKTA-MANDALA :

Pindikramok tamandale madhye 'ksobhyasva sirye indranilahheanin pancasika kara-
lavajranit vastran ca sparsavajraya | vairocanadingnin prathama dvitivapurasthandan
dvadasandrin parvavaccilmani [ tritiva pute pagtikavanm dvarasya parsve brahma-
Satraccaturmdtrantaratyagena vame maitreyasva nagakesarakusuma sacakrani |
savyestarasuklacakran | daksinasyam tatha vajrapani khagarbhavorvajrait na-
vamsamarakataratnarm | pascimavam  tatha lokesamanijughosayorak tapadmanin
vajrait | uttarasyam tatha sarvanivarana viskambhi samantabhadravoh khadga-
vajram parvadidvaresu vamaryadinari yathakramarit vajramudgaran vajrankasi-
tadando raktabjain visvavajranir | agneyadikonesvacalatakkirdjaniladandamahdaba-
landn khadgavajram vajrankgniladando vajrankakrisnadandah | usnisacakrinoni-
lavajrari yamaricihnadvahil pitacakramityanyah | Sumbharajasya vajram padman-
takacilmadvail | maitrevadvastacihnani - candrasthani yamarvadidasacihnani
suryasthani [ atraikatrimsatsarvastha va visvapadmasthah kalasalikhanai pragvat [/

(Fol. 42B).

SAMPUTATANTROKTA VAJRASATTVA-MANDALA :

Samputatantrokta vajrasattvamandalemadhye vajrasattvasya candre nilapaicasii-
lavajram | parvendau $asvatasva cakranii | daksinasarye ratnesasya ratnai |
pascimaravaumamitabhasya hanah | uttararavamamoghasiddhervisvavajram | loca-
naya jaladasthalocane | mamakya banah | pandarayah banah | 1ardyva raktotpalait |
dvitivapute prrvasyam disi raudva banah | daksinasvam vajravesyaya vajrarit |
pascimayan ragavajrayah khadgal | uttarasyari vajrasaumyayah pituni | aisanydi
vajrayaksyah sitapitadandal | agneyan vajradakinyah pitarak tapadmarit | nairityan
sabdavajrayalh saktil | vayvavyam prithvivajrava haritasitakalasal | tritivapute
pirvasyam disi hdsyava vajrarit | daksinasyai lasyvava vajrant | pascimavanm
gitayah kansika | udicyari nrityayasirisikarivajrarii haritwi | aisanyar vamsava
varii$ah | agneyyant vipaya vina | nairityam mukundayva mukundah | vayvavyai
murajayd murajah | vahyapaitikayamagneyyarm puspavah puspamala | nairityari
dhipava dhipakataiikah | vayavyanm dipava dipayastih | aisanyan gandhdyar-
gandhasaitkhari | pracyamadarsaya darpanah | avacyanm rasaya rasapatram |
praticyari sparsaya visvavajravit | udicvarindharmava  dhavaladharmodaya |
parvadidvaresu yathakramam vajrankusi vajrapasi vajrasphota vajraghaniandr
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sirvastha vajrankusa vajrapasa vajramalatmaka vajranigada vajraghantah | ihokta
saprasaryvasana cinebhyonyanicimani candrasanani | ete ca saptatriiisaccandra-
saryva visvapadmopari kapdalesu sthitah | kalasalikhanarm parvavat | sapvrittasatrad-
vahirititu visesah || (Fols. 42B-43B).

INANADAKINI-MANDALA :

Jnanadakinyamandale madhye parvottarapascimadaksinesu yathakraman jiana-
dakinivajradakinighoradak inivettalicandalinari vajrankakharvangani | aisandagneva-
nairityavavavesu siithini vyaghri jambiaki alakinam vajrankusah | parvottarapa-
Scimadaksinadvaresu rdjendri dipini vrisini kambojinam yathakramarn kritarijali-
hastadvayam samputarijali raktaparnanjalirvajraijalyangusthagradvayayuktatarja-
nidvavasici | ihacihnéani mudrasca visvabjasarvasthah | visvabjani punarjianada-
kinvadinam yathakramarit paficasimha svetadanti saptaratnarasi mahisaytaphanin-
drapuccha Savacatustayasthanibhavvamandale sariprati rajomandalena likhyvante
abhavyasamagamye ‘nyatratu  pravasatrasadalparucitvaccadanapateh | bhavyva-
prasadarthe w danapativasallikhyante | evamutiaratravathasambhavalikhanamalik-
hanaricaveditavyanm | kalasalikhanarit vahirecatusatradvahih /| (Fol. 43B).

SAPTADASATMAKA HEVAJRATRAYA-MANDALA :

Suptadasatmakasya hevajratrayasva mandale visvakamalakarnnikayam nilait
kraravajram | pragdaksindadi - aisanagneyadi - dalesu  yathakramam  vajraraudri
vajravimba vajrardaga vajrasaumya vajrayaksi vajradak ini Sabdavajra prithvivajrandrit
banakhadgapitunipitadandapitarak tapadmasak tiharitasitakalasal | dvitivapuie aisa-
nagnevayvesu siithah **** vamsavinamukundamurajanariv vamsavinamukundani-
rajah | purvadidvaresu vajrankusivajrapasi vajrasphota vajraghantanan vajrankusa
vajrapasa  nigada vajraghantah | etani saptadasacilmani - kapalasaryasthani |
vamsadinamastanam kapaladho visvapadmani - dvicaturbhujayornakarapalam ||
(Fols. 43B-44A).

SODASABHUJASYA MANDALA?S :

Sodasabhujasya mandale visvabjakarnnikavam nilait  kraravajram | praga-
dvaisanadi  dalesu yathakramarit gauri cauri vettali ghasmari pukkasi Sabari
candali pramohanarit banovajrari saraktaktakapalastha karmomedahparnnakapa-
lastha saryomasapurnakapalastha simhah sasukrakapalastha bhiksuraktabhrit |
kapalastha vyaghrascasakarin | dvitivapute konesu vamsadinari pragvaccihnani |
parvadidvaresu hayasya sakarasya svandsya simhininam vajramkusa vajrapasa
nigadavajraghantah | amani saptadasacinani saryasthani | varsadinamastanari
saryadho visvapadmani | garbharocirbhyovahih kalasah pragvat || (Fol. 44A).

NAIRATMYA-MANDALA :

Nairatmyamandale visvapadme visvapadmakarnnikayvam pragadidalesu ca yatha-
kramar nairdtmya vajra gauri cari vajradakininam dvitivapute sodasabhjaman-
dalok tastagauryadindrica vajram | vamsadinarit cihnani parvavat | hayasyadindr
kartti | hayasyadhayavahih khecarya vajrarit | $vandasyavahih bhiicarya vajrari |
ihdkarnnicatustayam siaryastham | aparacinani candramandalasthani vahyagau-

25 This mandala is not described in the Nispannayogavali.
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rayadinamastadasanari candradikarin visvasarojastham || astandrit varmsadinamabha-
ve sesaparicadasa devindri candre karttika /| gauryavahih khecaryascihnarm | vet-
talva vahirbhicaryah |/ (Fols. 44A-44B).

KURUKULLA-MANDALA
’ Evarir kurukullamandaleparam candre sandla raktotpala kalikasarah panicada-
sadhidevyotra kurukulleva raktavarnmah [/ (Fol. 44B).

VAJRAMRITA-MANDALA -

Vajramyitamandale prathame visvahjasya karnnikdyéam purvadvaisanadidalesu
ca yathakramarin  vajramrita saumydsaumyavadandcandrisasini | SaSimanda
SaSilekhamanojfiamanohladanakarinarm vajrarh | Sasilekhayah param candraka-
lauka | dvitivapute aisandadisu puspa dhipa dipa gandhanam puspakaranda
dhipakatacchu dipayasti gandhasarikhani | puntarvadipattisu vamsadinam vaii:s'.(i.di
catvari | parvadidvaresu bhrikigitarangah | bhayabhisana [ hayaripagananayakanamn
vqudrikus'apdjaniga,daghan_rdh [ etanyekavirsaticilnani candrasthani / dw%das'apug-
padindrit  candradho visvambujani | athava sarva mandaleyanarm  dharmodaya
likhitavya | ivamevalikhani vetyanyah | (lpaml'q/'r(inz.l'ilalrayu.?j'amaug/a/('.yu cihnani
vajramyitatantre veditavyani || (Fol. 44B).

APARAVAJRAMRITATRAYASYA-MANDALA? :
Aparavajramritatrayasya mandalesu cilnni vajramritatantre veditavyani /| (Fol.
44B). '

NAVATMAKA HEVAJRATRA YASYA MANDALA?" :

Navaimakasya hevajratravasya mandale visvahjasya karnnikasirve nilakarala-
vajrar | pragadisadi dalacandresu Yathakramarit gauri cauri veudali ghasmari
pukkasi sarbari candali dombindi karttirkripita kirma sarpasnithabhiksucakra-
vajrani | sodasabhujasya sirye vis’mva/'rd/lkila.s"ukIakapd/amil)'vva visesah | vahir-
vrittadvahih kalasah |/ (Fols. 44B-45A).

MAHAMAYA-MANDALA -

Mahamayamandale rak takamalasya puskararavau bhagavato mahama va ripasya
padmabhajanam | purvadidalacandresu pradaksinam vajradakini ratnadakini p(;d-
madakini visvadakininar vajrar ratnacchata visvambujarn khadgah /) buddhadak ini
tu vajrasattivamalingya sthitebhinnaprithakta cihnanyasah |/ (Fol. 45A).

NAVATMAKA BUDDHAKAPALA-MANDALA?S :
Navatmakabuddhakapalasya mandale visvambujasya karnnikdasirye damaruh |

prdgudakapratyagavdgais'dndgneyarzairityavdyavyadalasﬂrye;u citrasena kamini hd-

talavasini saubhadra Saundini  bhitini caturbhuyja akdsavasininam karttikah |/

(Fol. 45A).

?¢ This is also absent from the Nispannayogavalli.

%7 The title of this mandala in the Nispannayogdvali is Navarmakaherukacatustava-
mandala. o

*® The Nispannayogavali title is simply Buddhakapdla-mandala, as given in its
colophon, but the description begins in this way: bhagavato buddhakapalasya navii-
makasya mandale, etc.
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VAIRAHUMKARA-MANDALA

Vajrahwikaramandale-madhye vajrahwitkarasya vajram | parvadisu vamavariena
vajradandanalarkosnisavajrakundalinamagneyyadisu pradaksinaivajrayaksa vajra-
kalamahakala vajrabhisanosnisavajrapatalanam vajramudgara vajradandau  rak-
tabjari visvavajramankusamparsustrisialantkhadgascakramvajramusalain | sarvani
cihnani visvahjasaryasthani | athava parvadi diksu daksipavarttena yamantaka
prajiantaka padmantaka vighnantakanarm vajramudgarovajrénkasitadandorak tapad-
mari visvavajram | agneyyadividiksvacalatakkirajaniladandamahdvalanari khadgo-
vajrant vajrankaniladandovajrankadandau yamaricihnadvahirusnisacakrinovajram |
padmantakacilinadvahih Sumbhasya vajrari | etanyckadasacilnani visvabjasiryas-
thani | athava vighnareh karalavajrarit | dgneyyvadisu takkiraja niladanda
mahavalacalanamankuso  vajrankaniladandastrisiulain  khadgah | usnisacakrinah
pitacakra anyadanantara pirvavar | athava yamaryadinam caturnaivajraiku-
Sovajrapasovajranigadovajraghantah | aparamanantara pirvavar || (Fols. 45A-
45B).

SAMBARA-MANDALA :

Sambaramandale visvambhojasya puskarastha bhanau Srisambarasva nilakardla-
pancasicikavajram caturdigdalesu dakini lama khandaroha rapinina karttikah |
konadalesu padmabhajanani | caturvimsaticittacakradvaresu pracanda candaksi
prabhavati mahanasa viramati kharvari lankesvari drumacchaya airavati mahab-
hairavi | vayvuvega surabhaksi Syamadevi subhadr@ havakarnna khaganana cakra-
vegd khandarohd saundini cakravarmini suvira mahabala cak ravarttini mahaviryandi
karttikah viranamapradhanatvaccilnani na likhyante dvaresu kakasya ulikasva
svandsya Sukardsyanar konesu yamadadhi yamaditi yamadariistri yamamathaninér
visvabjasiryvesu karttikah | ihaparvadidiksu vamavarttenagneyyadi vidiksu daksing-
vartiena cihnanyasah | vahirvrittasatradvahih konamdasritya  kalasalikhanain |
aparasambaravajravaramandalesu cihnani nispannayogavalyamuktani | (Fols. 45B-
46A).

PANCAVIMSATYATMAKA BUDDHAKAPALA-MANDALA?® :

Paricavimsatyatmaka buddhakapala mandale madiye visvasarojasirye damaruh |
caturvimsati devinam karttikah | pracyadidiksu vamavarttena agneyyadi vidiksu
daksinavarttena | tatra krisnacakraropari digdalesu sumalini kapalini  bhima
sudurjayanarm vidigdalesu kapalini | tato nilakulisavali | dvitiyapute raktasia-
rasthastapadmesu diksu tarini bhimadalana sudaland ajayanarin vidiksu $ubhatusta-
raki kalaratri mahdyasanar | tatah Subhravajravali dvarapadmesu sundari vasund-
hard subhagd priyadalananam vimsati padmopari siryesu karttika ityamananti |/
(Fol. 46A).

YOGAMBARA-MANDALA :
Yogambaramandalesasya visvabjacandre nilaparicasikavajrarin | pragudakapra-
yaga va kosthesu padmasiryasthani khatvangani | isanadyadikosthesu khat-

2% In this case as well, the colophon in the Nispannayogavali gives the title :
Buddhakapadla-mandala, but the description begins thus: bhagavato buddhakapalasya
paiicavimsatydatmakasya mandale etc.
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vanganinkusaparsudandah | pragadikosthesu kharvangebhyorvahiryathakraman
mukhaksipta hastadvayawn kritanjali rudhivanjali musalarica kharvangadi cilmani
padmasaryasthani rocirvalayadvahih pracyvarm disvamyitakapalani trini | uttarasyam
pradipakapalatrayanit | pascimayari valikarapatratrayant | daksinasyam panapa-
tratrayam [ aisanyarir gavihasto gandhabhandatravai | agneyyan vinapuspaka-
randasca | nairityam tarjavanakaro dhipakatacchitkasca | vavavvamaijalidipasca
tatovajravali valayadvahilt - piarvadipartikasu pratyekanit catvari  dvarakosthaviti
caturviriisatih kharvangani | amyitakapalddinisarojasirvasthani /| (Fol. 46A).

YAMARI-MANDALA -

Yamarimandale visvavajrasyavedyan madhye bhagavato  vamare nilakardila
paiicasikavajram | pragdaksinadvamiilesu sasvataratnesamitabhamoghasiddhindi
Suklastara cakra navanisa l/arilul'(Itmlmkl(iy[(u/u/ul\'a/m/u,\"}‘(7mul\'/m(/gall | visva-
vajrasvagninairityadikonesu vajracarccika vajravarahi sarasvati gaurinan cakra-
vajrapadmakhadgah | tato visvavajrasva pratidik paiicarani | piarvadaksinadidvaresu
mudgara yamaridanda yamaripadma ) amarikhadga yamarin@ivimsataravajraika-
mudgaran  sitadandorak tapadmakhadgah | iha Sasvatasya devinaica  cilhmani
candrasthani | anyesdrit sirvasthani | ravindutale visvapadmani | mandalakonesu
catvari padmastha kapalani | arapdarsvesu kalasah |/ (Fols. 46A-46B).

VAJRATARA-MANDALA -

Vajrataramandale  visvapadmavaratakacandre kanakavarnma navasitkavajran
pragdak sinadidalacandresu puspatara dhipatard dipatara gandhataranar puspadama
dhipasakha dipasakha gandhasankhani | agneyadidalesu sasvataksobhvamitabha-
moghavisuddhya cakravajrapadmakhadgal | praksavyadi dvaresu vajrankusi vajra-
pasi vajrasphota vajraghantinari visvahjasirvesu pirvavadamkusadayah | vajran-
kusadvahirusnisavijayaya visvapadmastrye cakrai | vajrasphotadvahil Sumbhaya
visvahjabhanaunagapasah | agnvadikonahjesu locana mamaki pandara 1ara visuddhya
hodhicittaghato merurvahnikundai mahdadh vajal [ padmavahye kalasah |/ (Fol. 46B).

MARICI-MANDALA -

Maricimandale madhyavisvabjacandre surve va sarah | ratrau hi candrasthadiva
survastha devi vicarati | pracyavacyadidiksu arkamasimarkamasi antardanamasi
tejomasi devinarir yathakraman saci sasiitrasiici asokakisalayasarah | agninairityvadi
konesu udayamasi gulmamasi balamasi civaramasindrit yathakramamarkamasyadi
cilma va cihnani | vahyaputepartikayam purvasyanit mahdacivaramasi varahamukhi
devvo vajrankusau | daksinasyari padakramasi varale devyorasokapallavau |
pascimayan pardkramasi vadale devyoh Sarau | uttarasydrit armmamasi varali
devyol sucau | agnyadikonesu vattali vadali varali varahamukhinam sici | sasi-
trasuci | asokapallavasarah | parvasmindvare alodevyah vajrankusah | daksine
bhalodevya vajrapasah | pascime kalodevya vajrasphotah | uttare satsalosandha-
mirddhatidevya vajravesah | atra dvarapalicihnani padmastryesvanyesam pad-
macandresu [[ (Fols. 46B-47A).

PANCARAKSA-MANDALA -

Paiicaraksanarin mandale madhyavisvabjacandre mahapratisaraya ratmacchata |
purvavisvabjacandre mahasahasrapramardanyascakram | daksinavisvabjasiirye ma-
hamantranusarinya vajran | pascime visv@bjasarye mahasitavatya padmari /
uttaravisvahjacandre mahamayirya mayarapicchaiica | dvitivapute agnvadikonesu
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sankho vajrankadlivajah parsusirisilaiica kali kalaratri kalakarnniscetandiin payfisu
kalasah | parvadidvaravisvabjaravisu vajrankusyadingm vajrankusadini catvari |/
(Fols. 47A-47B).

VAJRADHATU-MANDALA :

Vajradhdtumandale visvapadmasyakarnnikacandre bhagavato vajradhdtoh sub-
hran paficadicivajram | parvadidigdalendiisu pradaksinarm yathakramani sattvavajri
ratnavajri dharmmavajri karmavajrinam paricasikaraktavajram paiicasikavajrasik-
hara ratnari paficasikavajrankitastadala sitarak tambujarin paricatathagatavarnnan
visvavajrarir | pirvadipadmakarnnikacandravimbesu yathakramamaksobhyaratna-
sambhavamitabhamoghasiddhinar nilapaficasitkavajrari vajraramapadmavisvavaj-
rani [ aksobhyapadmasya parvadidigdalesu vajrasatva vajrardja vajraraga vajrasid-
hanariv yathakramarnt paricasukavajran vajrankuso bano vajra ratnasambhavah-

jasya vajraratnavajratejo vajraketu vajrahdsanarn nilapaficasiukavajradvayankitarat-

namala saryascintamanidhvajodantaparnktimuktavajrarit | amitabhasya vajradharma
vajrabhiksu vajrahetu vajrabhasanam varm raktapadmarn kripanostaracakrameka-
Sikavajrajihva | amoghasiddhervvajrakarma vajraraksa vajrayaksa vajrasandindm
viSvavajrarit vajrakavaco vajrankadamsira paricasilakulisarin | aksobhyadindm
pratyekam tritiya bodhisatvacihnamuttaradale caturtha cihnarittu pascimadale
likhitavyar | agneyadipadmakarnnikendisu vajralasya vajramala vajragita vajran-
rityanam vajramt ratnamalda vind vajrari | garbhakiiagaradvahil  paytikayarnm
purvasyam maitreyamoghadali sarvayayai jaha sarvasobhamonighdata matinam
padmendisu paiicasicikavajrani | daksinasyari gandhahasti surangama gaganagasija
JAdnaketunamabjendisu vajraratnani | pascimayam amitaprabha candraprabha
bhadrapala jvaliniprabhanamambujendisu vajrapadmani | uttarasyam vajragarbha
aksayamati pratibhanakiita samantabhadranamabjendiisu visvavajrani | vahyaman-
dalagnadikonamabjendisu vajradhiipa vajrapuspa vajraloka vajragandhanan piir-
vavaccihnani parvadidvaracandrapadmesu vajrarkusa vajrapasa vajrasphota vajra-
vesandrin cilnani | pattisu kalasah /| (Fols. 47B-48A).

TRICATVARIMSADATMAKA MANJUVAJRA-MANDALA :
Tricatvarimsadatmaka mafijuvajramandale vahyamandale raktasvetaharitapitih
pancabhittayah pirvadi dinmadhyabhimayasca sarva dvitivamandale nilasvetapitas-
tisro bhittayah | dvitiyacakre Svetaika bhittih | tatra pitamadhyabhimau visva-
padmacandre mafijusriyal pitamusteh khadgah | parvadikosthasiiryesvaksobhyar
***X camitabhamoghasiddhinariv nilavajrarit  ratnam  Suklapadmarin  khadgah |
aisanadi kosthendiisu locand mamaki pdandara taranam pitavajrarin nilavajram
svetavajrari haritavajram | dvitiyaputamandale parvadidiksvindisu satvavajri
ratnavajri dharmavajri karmavajrinamaksobhyadinamiva cihnani | aisanadikonen-
disu cundd ratnolka bhrikaii vajrasrinkhalanam khadga pitaratnam suklavajram
haritavajrasrinkhala | tritiyapute mandale piirvendiisu maitreya manjusri gandha-
hasti jidnaketunarin sapuspandagakesara pallavah khadgah kalasasthakarikarah
pitacintamanih | rjr'ak.yir]endﬁ.su bhadrapala sagaramatyaksayamati pratibhanaki-
fanarir raktasukla pitaharitabanah | pascimendisu mahdsthdmapraptasarvapayan-
Jahasasarvasokatamainirghdtamati jaliniprabhanari suklari padmari Subhrabanari |
pitabanoraktotpalasthasiryah | uttarendisu candraprabhamitaprabhagaganagan-
Jasarvanivaranaviskambhinarm | utpalasthacandroraktakalasah pitabanonilabanah |
atra ca yathakramam pragadidvaranarin dvayoh palvayoh pattikavam cihnadva-
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yaridvayari | parvadidvarasiryesu vamantakapardjitahayvagri vamritakundalinam
krisnamustekhadgah pitavajram raktavajradando nilamustekhadgah | aisanadikona-
bhanuasvacala takkirajaniladandamahabalanari khadgonilavajraimilavajradandoni-
lavajradandah | yamantakacihnadvahih bhanau sumbhasya khadgah | hayagrivacih-
nadvahih sarye vajrapatdlasya vajrarvkusah | sarvesan survendunamadhovisvapai-
kajani | pattisu kalasah kecittu Yyamaricihnadvahirbhagadusnisacakrinascakrarit |
tatovahh sumbhasya khadga ityahuh |/ (Fols. 48A-49A).

DHARMADHATUVAGISVARA-MANDALA -

Dharmadhdtuvagisvaramandale abhyantaracakra $vetarangaih puranivamanyat
purvavat madhyamandalamadhye visvapadmakarnikacandre manjughosasva pitam-
usteh khadgah | parvadyaisanadi yarra candresu yathakramain  pradak sinari
mahosnisa tejorasi sitatapatra vijayosnisa vikiranodgata mahodgata javanamastos-
nisanam pitacakrani [ pirvakosthasya madhye viSvabjasiryeksobhyasya nilavajrari |
aisanadi vidigvisvapadmacandresu vajrasarva vajrardja vajraraga vajrasadhiingrit
vajram vajrangano bano vajram daksinakosthasya madhye visvahjaravau ratna-
sambhavasya pitacintamanidhvajah | aisanadi vidigvisvabjendiisu vajrarata vajra-
surya vajraketu vajrahdsanam paicasikavajradvavaikita ratnamald survamandalam
cimamanidhvajo dandapank tivuk tavajram | pascimakosthasva madhye visvabjara-
vavamitabhasya raktapadmant | aisanadividigvisvahjendisu vajradharma vajratiksna
vajrahetu  vajrabhasanam  padmarin  khadgo dharmacakramekasiakavajrajihva |
uttarakosthasya madhye visvahjastirye moghasiddheh khadgah | aisanadi vidigvis-
vabjendisu vajrakarma vajraraksa vajrayaksa vajragandhina trisicikavajram
vajrakavaco vajrikadaistrd  paicasalakulisamn | aisanadik onakosthabjendiisu
locana mamaki pandara tarandi cihnani marijughosaksobhyamitabhamoghasid-
dhicihnavat | parvadidvaravisvabjasiryesu vajrankusa vajrapasa vajrasphota vajra-
vesandrit vajrankusadayah | ato garbhamandalat dvitiyamandale piarvasyan disi
visvapadmendiisu dvadasanamadheya mukticarva pramudita vimala prabhakari
arcismati sudurjayva abhimukhi durarigama’cala sadhimati dharmamegha samanta-
prabha bhiminarir yathakramam pradaksinari raktapadmar cintdmanif sitapadman
visvapadmasthasirya utpalarin marakatamanih padmasthaprajiiaparamitapustakam
visvabjopari visvavajrarit sanalapadmacandrastha pancasiicikaraktavajrarit utpalo-
parikhadgo dharmameghaparikarita-prajiiaparamitapustakari padmastha sambud-
dhavimbarit || daksinasyan visvabjendusu dvadasandr ratnapadmaparamita dana-
Silaksantibiryvadhyanaprajiiopa yapranidhanabalajiianavajrakarmaparamitanam pad-
moparicandramandalam nanadhanyaratnamaiijari sapalla vasokapuspastavakaii sita-
padmannilotpalari sitapadman padmasthaprajiiaparamitapustakarin pitabjasthavaj-
rarit utpalasthakhadgah prajfiaparamitapustakarin nandratmaphaldlarikrita bodhivrik-
salatd@ uipalasthavisvavajram | pascimayar visvabjendisu dvadasanamayuscitta-
pariskdra karmopatti riddhi avimuk ti pranidhanajfiana dharmavasitandar tathatayva
buddhabodhesca padmaragamanistha samadhimudramitayurbuddhavimbarin rakta-
pancasiakavajrarit cintamanidhvajo visvavajramn vividhavarnnajatilata padmasiirya
sitaparik ajarh pitabjastha paricasikavajrarm || uttarasyarm vis vabjendasu dvadasadha-
ranindr vasumati ramolka usnisavijava marici parnasabari janguli anantamukhi
cunda prajiavarddhani sarvakarmavarana visodhani aksayajiianakaranda sarvabud-
dhadharmakoSavatinariv dhanyamanjari cintamanidhvajascandrakantamani kalasah
sasutrasucimayarapicchika visapuspamarijari rak tapadmasthak sayamahanidhikalaso
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sitravalambita kamandalu nilo Ipalasthakhadgastrisila vajrankita sitarak takamalari
ratnakarandakah padmasthanandratnapitakah | purvadidvarambhojasiiryesu dhar-
mapratisamvidarthapratisamvinnirukti pratisamvit pratibhanapratisamvidar vajra-
kuso ramapasa ubhayantapadmarnkita srikhala trisakavajrankaghaniah | agnevadi
konesu lasya lama gita nyitvandm vajran ratnamala vina vajrar | tritivamandale
padmacandresu pirvasyan disi samantabhadrasya utpalastha(* ) khadgah | aksava-
mateh khadgah [ ksitigarbhasya padmastha kalpavriksah | akasagarbhasya ramar |
daksinasyam gaganaganjasya cintamanih [ ratnapaneratnari1 | sagaramateh Sankhal |
vajragarbhasva vajrari | pascimayamavalokitesvarasya padmari | mahdsthima-
praptasya khadgah | candraprabhasya savajracakrarir | Jaliniprabhasya khadgah |
uttarasyam padmendisu amitaprabha pratibhanakita sarvasokatamonirghatamati
sarvanivarana viskambhinam visvapadmanm padmasthakhadgah paricasiikavajrar
khadgal | parvadidvarabjabhaniisu yamantaka prajiantaka padmantaka vighnanta-
kanamankusapasasphotaghaniah | isanadikonavisvabjasiryesu trailokyavijaya vaj-
rajvalanalarka herukavajra paramasvanari khadgavajravajrari | visvavajrani yaman-
takacilnadvahirusnisacakrinah pitacakrar | padmantakacihnadvahih Sumbhasya
vajranit | trailokyavijayadicihnebhyascaturbhyo vahye tritiyamandalasyaiva konab-
hyantare rekham dadvat | tasya vahye sthane agneyadikonasiitrananir daksina-
parsvastha padmendisu puspa dhiipa dipa gandhanarm puspaputar dhipakatacchu-
kadarit ratnadipayastih Sarikharin vamaparsvastha padmendusu vajraripa vajrasabdi
vajrarasa vajrasparsanam darpanarm vajraving rasabhajanar visvavajrari | vahya-
vajrakulamandale padmendasu parvadi diksvindrayamavarunakuberandri vajrari
krisnadandonagapasonkusah | aisanyadividiksvisanagninairitivayanan  trisiilan
sruvah khadgah vatapuiah | tata isanasya vahih samipe aisanirn disamdrabhya-
cihnani kramato likhyani | tatra brahmano ksasiitram | visnoscakrai | mahesva-
rasya trisalan | karttikeyasya $aktih | bramanyaksasitram | rudranvastrisialar |
vaisnavyascakran | kaumaryah Saktih | indranya vajrar | varahya rohitamatsyah |
camundayah karttih | bhringinoksamala | ganapateh parsuh | mahakalyastrisi-
lari [ nandikesarasya murajah | adityasya padmasthasiryamandalari | candrasya
kumudastha candramandalari | mariga(la)sya kattarah budhasya banah | brihaspa-
teraksasitrant | Sukrasyaksasttrari | Sanaiscarasya krisnadandah | rahoscandrah |
ketornagapasah | balabhadrasya langalarin | jayakarasya puspamala | madhukarasya
makaradhvajah | vasantasya banah | anatavaasukitaksakakarkkotakapadmama-
hapadmasarikhapalakulikanamapi samputarjalih | athava sva sva pitricihnasadrisari
cihnarit | tatranantakulikau brahmanavagneh putrau | vasukisankhapalau ksatriya-
vindrasya | taksakamahdpadmau vaisyau vayoh | karkkotakapadmau sudrau
varunasya [ vemacitribaliprabhada vairocanadi mahasurendrandri khadgadi nana-
praharanani | garudendrasya sarmputanjalih | drumasya kinnarardjendrasya vina |
panicasikhasya gandharvardjendrasya vipa | sarvarthasiddhasya vidyadhararajon-
drasya kusumamala | piarnabhadra manibhadra dhanada vaisravana civikundali
kelimali mukhendra carendrandrin yaksanam bijaparaphalani | haritva jadidvayawi
| as vinibharanikrillik(irolli{ziln,rigas'irdara'rdpunarvasupus_)'d Slesamaghapiirvaphalgu-
niuttaraphdlgunihastacitrasvativisakha nuradhaj yesthamulaparvasadhdautiarasadhas-
ravanddhani;,la‘.falah/rigdpz}rvabhddrapadduttarabhda’rapaddrevatiabh(jimim saripu-
tanjalikaramudrah | atrapi dvaresu vajrankusadini | kalasascatursu mandala |/
(Fols. 49A-51B).
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DURGATIPARISODHANA-MANDALA -

Durgatiparisodhanamandale nilavajravalyva abhantare pitastaracakrasya vedyanm
pita dharmacakranudra - pirvadvaresu Subhrabhisparsamudra  nilavaradamudra
rak tadhyanamudra haritabhayanudrah | agnadvaresu stiryascintamanidhvajo si(* )n-
tranit vajravalito vahirvahnyadikonesu lasyadi cihmani parvadi - pattisu dvarasyva
vame cihnadvayam savve ca | tatra nagakesaram kusumarit sanetrahjamankuso-
dandah | Sarikhan khadgah padmasthadharmagafijascintamanidh vajo ‘myritakalasah
padmastha candravimban ratnari vajrapanjarar sav({/'rwn/ivarunramrflag/m]o/y’a-
stharatnarin ratnamaijari ca | agnyvadikonesu puspadicihinani | dvaresu vajrariku-
Sadapi cihnani visvabjacandrasthani {1 nilakanthadi cihmani likhyante || (Fols.
51B-52A).

BHUTADAMARA-MANDALA -

Bhatadamaramandale sitapitarak taharitakrisnah paiicabhittayah | pirvadibhima-
yasca siitrarekhatrayarin Svetarak takrispavarnng ckasiitrarckha krisna vajravalaya
rekhe ca | garbhaputasya madhye kosthe visvapadmacandre hhagavato bhiitada-
marasya paficasila nilavajrarii | pirve mahesvarasya surve trisalari | daksine
visnoh sirve cakrari | pascime brahmanascandreksamala | utiare karttikeyasva
sarye Saktili | aisane ganapatescandre parsul | agneraparaveravau padmastha
sttramandalait | nairitye rahoh sirye candramandalarit | vayavye nandikesvarasya
candre damaruly | dvitivapute purvadi diksu Sri tilottama $asi umandrit candresu
svetahjarin - dhiipakatacchuh dipayastibhogakarakarah | agneyvyadisu raia $ri
sarasvati surasundari abhiitingrit yarhakramari candresu gandhasankhamvinaratna-
malatrisakavajram | tritivapute pirvadi diksvindrayamavarunakuberanav candra-
stha vajrasiryastha kapalarkira dagtda.v'('aildra.\‘Illmr(igapd.s"('an(/m.\'lllagadd [ agnevadi
vidiksvagninairitivavucandranamn suryasthaksasiitrari sirvastha khadgascandrastha-
vataputa candre kusumastha candramandalari [ candracilina samipe isanasya sitrye
trisilarit | caturthapute parvadi diksu siihadhvajadharini vibhiti mahapadmavati
suraharinindm candresu sirizhad/t1'ajm'rkus'o/uiuas’('inldmauill | aisanyadisu varahari
ratnesvari bhisani jagatpalanindi candresu puspaputo dhiipakatacchuh gandha-
Sankho dipayastih | atra sarve ravindevo visvapadmasthah | kalasascaturthapute |/
(Fols. 52A-52B).

PANCADAKA-MANDALA -

Paricatlakamandale madhyakiiagarasya madhye saprajiia hevajrasya karttika-
palay | parvadi  dvaresu gauri  cauri vettali ghasmarindam vajrankusapasa-
sphotaghaniah | aisanadi konesu pukkasi $abari candali dombinarin bodhicitta
ghato meru vahnikundari mahdadhvajapataka | tasmatpurvakiiyagarasyva madhye
sasvatasya kapdlastha mayiirah [ parvadidvaresu saidamsa pasini vagurankusa-
dharaninari - samdarisah paso vagurankusah | aisandadisu puspa dhapa  dipa
gandhanarit puspakarando dhipakaracchiddipayasrih pitagandhah parnah sankhah |
daksina katagarasya madhye vajrasiryasya kapalastha karandavah yaksi | pirvadi
dvaresu sirye hasta dipa ratolka taditkiranar suryamandalam dipayastiratnan |
viddullata | aisanadisu lasyamalagitanritvanar vajrar ratnamala kariisika vajran |
pascimakitagarasya madhye padmanartesvarasya kapalastha tantrikah | pragadidva-
resu padma dharmodaya sphotasvaslesandi padmarit dharmodaya sphotovajrarir |
aisanadisu vind vamsa mukunda murajanam sva sva vadyani | uttaramandalasya
madhye paramasvasya kapalastha budhal | pragadi dvaresu tala kuiici kapaia

THE VAJRAVALENAMA-MANDALOPAYIKA 89

patadharininam talika kuicika kaparakandaparah | aisanadisu locand mamaki
pandara tarandan cakrar vajrarh padmamuipalar | |'a'h_)'ama/ldmaug/alas;'a dvaresu
gauryadi cihnani | aisanadisu pukkasyadi cihmani | etani sarvacihnani visva-
padmasiryasthani | Sasvatasyaiva candrasanar / pratimandalamamyitakalasah |
mahamandala eveti kascir || (Fols. 52B-53A).

SATCAKRAVARTI-MANDALA :

Satcakravartimandale vis vapadmesu sarvasthani cihnani bu(la'/m(l'dkaras,l'a/)armil
candrastham sarnpamapi karagaranar konesu kapalani visvapadmasthani / tatra
garbhamandalasya madhye padme vajrasatvasya vajradakini lama khandarohari-
pininam damaravah | pragadidvaresu vamavarttenagnyadi vidiksu daksinavartie-
netiha nyasakramah | dvarabjesu khandakapala pracandayormahakankdlacandak-
syoh kankala prabhavatyo vikatadarsire mahanasayosca catvari vajrani [ valaya-
madhye vajravali buddhadakasya mandale madh vabje cakrar | dvarabjesu suravairi
viramatyoramitabha kharvva yorvajraprabhalarikesvaryorvajradeha drumacchayayo-
Scakrani | valayamadhye cakravali ratnadakasya mandale madh ye ratnam |
dvarabjesu al'rkurakairava/}'orvquqia/ilama/:db/zairavayormalrdrava'yuvegayorvqua-
hwitkara surabhaksyoscaranani | valayamadhye ramdvali | padmaddikasya mandale
madhye padmarn | dvarabjesu subhadra syamadevyo vajrabhadra subhadrayorma-
habhairava hayamarnnayorvirapaksa khagananayosca padmani | valayamadhye
padmavali | vajradakasya mandale madhye vajran | dvarabje mahabald cakra-
vegayo rainavajra khandarohayorhayagriva Saundinyorakasagarbha cakravarmi-
nyoSca vajrani | valayamadhye vajravali | visvadikasya mandale madhye visva-
vajram [ dvarapadmesu herukasuvirayoh padmanartiesvara mahdbalayorvairocana
cakravarttinyorvajrast vamahabiryayosca visvavajrani | vala yamadhye visvavajravali |
mahakiaragarasya dvaresu kakasyolikasyasvanasya Sakardasyanari  vajrankusa
pasasphoravesah | konesu yamadadhi yamaditi Yamadamstri  yamamathaninéri
darpana vipa gandhasankha rasabhdjanani | kalasasca yathdayogari || evamuk tanu-
sarato mandalantaresvapi rajahpatanamanusandheyari | atra bha(yad) trasanna-
pratipaditam [/ (Fols. 53A-53B).

KALACAKRA-MANDALA -

Kalacakramandaletuk ta rajovarnnakramatah prayaso visadriso rajovarnnakrama
ucyate [ cittacakrasya abhyantara bhimeh sarva dvitiva vajravali paryanta krisna |
cittavakkayamandalanari pirva bhameh sarva krisna | daksina rakta | pascima
pita [ uttara Subhra | vedi sveta | ratnapaifi rakta | tasyam ramavandho vicitrah |
hararddhaharabhimih krisna [ tasyari harardhari svetam [ krisnabhivi vakulisukla /
krisnabhiimau kramasirsani subhrani | toranastambhah pitah | cittamandaletu
nayakapadmarin haritam | sakhadisutu sitavarnnadikarin bhavati [ vajravali sodasa
Sumbhasca krisnah | parve krisna khadgairdaksine raktaratnaih pascime pitacakrai-
ruttare Svetapadmairyuktah | astau kalasah suklih kamalasthah kamalamandita-
mukhosca | sarvatrasanakamalasya tyiti vabhaga karnnika | dvitiva vajravali harita |
devatapatti sukla | bhittirekhastisro garbha prabhyiti sitaraktakyisnavarnnasiasam
bhimirnavabhaga | tatra bhagamekari tyak tva bhagadvaye pratyekari rekhakhacitari
vajraratnairdvaraniryithasandhisu /| toranani dvadasa nandvarnnani | vanmandale
devatapatti Sukla | tasyamastau padmani candrastiryarahitani | diksu raktani |
konesu Subhrani | garbhaprabhritiharita krisna rakta sitapitavarnnah | paficarekhih |
tasam bhiamih paficadasabhdga tatra pragvadrekha | kayamandale devatapattika
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Sukla | tasyam padmani candrasiiryvarahitani | paiicarekha varimandalavat | torana-
stambhanamadho vedisthanesu phanindmasanani pratyvekam dvadasamatrani | tatra
purvasyan disi vrittadvayam  krisnamuparidhvajau  daksinasyamn trikonadvavam
raktarit svastikalanicchitai | pascimavam dvayam caturasrar pitam vajrankar |
uttarasyan dvayamardhacandrakarariv Subhrari padmankai | parvasyamn savya-
vrittasya savye ‘myitakalaso jayanamno nagardjasva | pas'('imd_i'dlh vamacaturasrasya
vame mritakalaso vijayvanamanal | pirve torane prathamapurasya mattavaranopari
madhyacaturasre dharmmacakranit | krisnarit tasya savva vamavomriganwigvau-
krisnadaksine rak tavarnno bhadraghatdstasya savy avamayoh Sankhapadmau raktau |
pascime bodhivriksah | pitastasya savyavamayoh kinnarakinnarvau pitau | utta-
rendradittili - sita tasyah  savvavamavordandamudgarau  pandarau | drumasirsa
prithvivalayayormadhye bhimih krisna tasyan vathasobham pijavastini likhet |
prithvivalayari pitarir | tasminnaisanyari vidishridayar parnima candramandalai
dvadasamatram | nairityamastain gacchan sirvo dvadasamatrah | jalavalayam
Suklarir [ vahnivalayo raktah | vayuvalayah krisnah | tavoragne vayuvalayormadhye
pratyekar dvadasamatranyastavastarani $masanacakrani | diksu raktani vidiksu
sitani | parvacakradvahih sanyamandalarit | $inyamandalayorlikhanasadhanapatha-
noktanyavena | dasasvapicitnari karttika va musalayenanacihnani likhyante na:
catra _kamacarah | akasavalayai krisnarir | tasya parsvadvayari tritrimatram
kritva tatra ghunadvayarin madhye padmatre harita vajravali karttavya | rasmijvalah
paricavarnnah | unnatipunantatra mandale krisna rajaso yavasyvaika padah |
purvasyam disi | raktasya dvau daksinasyanr pitasya catvaralh | pascimavar |
Svetasya traya uttarasyan | anyarekha pita rajaso dviguna | padmanan dvigunatvar
pattikat | candrasiryayordabjarckhatah | evamuktonnatibhyo vanmandale dviguna
umnatayah | tabhyo dvigunah kavamandale | kramasirsadvahyapija bhima-
vekoyavah | prithivyadi valayesu kavamandala bhittirekha manenonnatinn | apara
rajahpatal sarvatra dviguna bhaidonasamanah sarva bhimisu | prakaranar trigu-
nastrivalaya pramanah tatra ndayakasva karnnikayarit karnpikatdya sitarakta-
krisnarakta candra sirva rahu kalagni mandalopari nilatrisikavajram bhagavatah
kalacakrasya pirve dale dhiipakatacchith krisna daksine dipo raktah | pascime
Sankhah pital | utiare nivedvar Suklam | agnevadisu krisna rakta Sukla pita
camarastadvahirisane dharmasankhah sital | agnau cintamanih krisnah | nairitye
dharmagandhi rakta | vayave kalpavriksa pitah | dvitivapute purvasubhrabjasarye
krisna khadgah | agneva raktabjendau nilotpalan | daksinasitabjasarye rakia
navankaratnari | nairityaraktabjendau raktapadman | pascima sitabjaravau pitaca-
krar | vayavyaraktabjendau pitacakram | uttarasitabjasirve sitapadmari | isana-
raktabjendau sitotpalanit | uttarasithjasirye sitapadmarit | isanaraktahjendau
sitotpalari | tritivapute pattikayar pratidvaram parsvayordvayamityastau padmani
tatra satsiryah | pascimottaradvara vamayoscandrau konapadmascandrascarvara-
stesvisanait prabhriti darpanavajra khadga vastra vajra rama rasapatra dharmodayah
cakra gandha Sarkha vina padmani | sukla krisna krisna haritamita pita nila
Suklani | parvadvarasya padmasirye krisnakhadgah daksinasya raktadandah pasci-
masya pitapadman | uttarasyan sitamudgarah | ihasirvamandalani $vetabjasthani
candramandalani raktabjasthani | parvasyan vedikayarn torana stambhamila vame
krisnasarnkhah savye nila kusumamala | daksinasyarm raktadhiipakatacchadipah |
pascimdyarm pita mukutah pitaharah | utiarasydrm sitaphalan sitari Sripivusa-
puarnnapdtrari sarva svavedisu vividha dhdaranyah pujadevyah | purvatoranasya
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pujadevisthane madhye vastra | daksinasya padmari1 | pascimasya patahah | utia-
rasya vajran [ vanmandale tu parvapadmasya karnikayam dalesu krisnakarttikah |
agnevasya cakrani krisnani | yamyasyva raktadandal | nairityasya rakia Saktayah |
pascimasya pitavajrani | vavavyasva pita hrahmadandasiicayal | uttarasva sukla
trisalani | aisanasya sukla padmani | kdyamandale pattikayam padmakarnnika-
dalesu cihnani [[ 1atra pirvadvarasya madhye khadgah | agneyyarr kalpavriksah |
daksinadvarasya vame vajrankadandah | savye $aktayah | nairitye sak tayah [ kunta
va [ paScimadvarasya vame ratnanigada va savye vajrani | vdyav_;:e surayah
uttaradvarasya vame trisilani | savve pasah | aisanyari pasavah | purvadvarasya
vame vajrani | parvadvare dandah | tadvahirharitavajrari | daksinadvare vajrabanah |
pascimadvare pitagada | tadvahirnilatrisalai | uttaradvare sitamusalah | etani
dandani cihnani padmasiryasthani vakkayamandalayordiksu padmani raktani kona-
padmani Suklani | ihavarimandalasya vedyari dvarasya savye krisnanyutpala vasira-
kartti cakra kharvangani vame kartti khadga kartti karttikah | krisnah | daksi-
nasyam dvarasya savye padma rasapdtra danda sakti padmani raktani | vame bana
parsu kartti karttika rakiah | pascimayam dvarasya savye cakrarit gandha $ankha
vajrasicikani pitani | vame harita dharmodaya cakra karttikarttikah pitah |
uttarasyam dvarasya savye $vetanyutpala darpana trisiilapadmotpalani | vame nila
vina mudgara kartti karttikdh suklah | evarn saytrimsaccihnani kavamandalasyapi
vedisu [/ (Fols. 53B-56B)

Iv.

Abhayakaragupta has given a fuller description of almost all the
above-mentioned mandalas in his celebrated Nispannayogavali. The
account found in the Vajravali is virtually a gist of what the Nispanna-
yogavali contains. But a critical analysis of the descriptions given
above will show that the Vajravali contains some valuable new infor-
mation as well. Moreover, the latter takes note of a number of alternative
views (matantara)®® regarding various aspects of the rituals as given in
various other texts. The Sadhanamdala also refers to the existence of
several matantarasadhanas or alternative iconographic forms of many
deities®'. This is no doubt of some significance in the art-historical
sense. The common notion with us is that the prescriptions of Buddhist
iconography and ritual were very rigid. But the existence of the
provision for a second opinion in the form of a matdntara leads us
to think otherwise. A series of interesting questions thus emerge : Do

%% Reference can be made to expressions like matantaramapyasti kintena found in
Ms. No. G. 4835, folio 56B.

*'In fact, the Sddhanamald does not use the expression matdntara, but conveys
more or less the same sense with expressions like damanayantarena etc. as found, for
instance, in sddhana No. 201.
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Figure 1. Diagram of the Dharmacakra-Mandala with the jvalavali, vajrdvali and
padmavali: from a Nepalese ranka ("Hodgson Papers™, India Office Library. London).

these alternative views represent different “schools™ of thought
pertaining to Buddhist iconography and ritual? Are these due to
regional differences? How far can they be explained in terms either of
an innovation or an exercise of freedom of imagination? The Vajravali
will not answer all these questions, but that it evokes them is perhaps
one of the most important services which it renders to students of
art-history.

Brian Hodgson collected from Nepal various information and
evidence, literary and visual, pertaining to Buddhist iconography and
ritual. His materials are now preserved in several collections, most
notably in the India Office Library, London. A number of papers,
cited as “Hodgson Papers™ in the records, containing such materials
and preserved in the India Office Library, were studied by the present
author. They were found to contain not only collections of sadhanas
of Buddhist deities, together with the various alternatives (matantara-
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Figure 2. Diagrams of various mandalas : the Durgutiparisodhana-Mandala, the Dhar-
madhéa-Mandala and the Vajradhatu-Mandala - copies from originals on monastery
walls or in manuscripts (“Hodgson Papers™, India Office Library, London).

dhyana | sadhana), but also drawings of images and mandalas from
older manuscripts or the walls of monasteries. It is interesting to note
that some of the drawings of the mandalas are accompanied by the
descriptive labels for the various parts of the respective mandalas often
given at the sides ih numerical order (see figs. 1-4). Some of them have
only the numbers mentioned against the respective parts of the mandala,
and not their literal meanings. As for example, our figure 2 contains
the drawing of the Durgatiparisodhana-mandala with the numbers
written on the respective parts, whereas, on the same page (fig. 2) there
is a representation of the Vajradhatu-mandala showing not only the
numerical indices, but also their literal explanations at the sides.
Similarly, in the drawing (fig. 1) showing the Dharmacakra-mandala,
the numerical indices and the descriptive labels are given simultaneously.
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Figure 3. Diagram of the Dharmadhan-Mandala, from the original structure opposite
the east face of the temple at Svayambunath, near Kathmandu ("*Hodgson Papers™,
India Office Library, London).

It is interesting to note that the outermost circle of this mandala is
given the label jvalavali (series of fire-flames) followed by vajravali
(series of thunderbolts) and padmavali (series of lotuses). In figure 2,
we have the representation of the Vajradhatu-mandala twice, one copied
from a Nepalese painting, the other from the walls of the Mahi Vihara
of Patan in Nepal. This shows that the matantara-sadhana was not
merely a theoretical proposition, but existed in practice as well,
particularly among the Buddhists of Nepal.

As has already been stated, the Vajravali of Abhayakaragupta is a
mine of information pertaining to Buddhist iconography and ritual.
Equally important, although apparently not of much antiquarian value,
are the “Hodgson Papers™ referred to above. If these materials were
to be studied together with all possible thoroughness, many enigmatic
problems of Buddhist iconography might be solved and numerous
unknown facts could become known. The present paper brings forward
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Figure 4. Diagrams of various mandalas: The Yo
Jhanesvarimandala at top left, and the Vasud

Nepalese paintings (“Hodgson Papers™, India Office Library, London).

gambara-mandala in the centre, the
hara-mandala at bottom right—from

a few important aspects of the Vajravali of Abhayakaragupta and of
the Hodgson Papers, so that they may receive due attention from
scholars interested in this field of study. Although I am still working
on the Vajravali, 1 have tried to present here certain of my initial
findings, in recognition of the many brilliant contributions to Buddhist
studies made over the years by Professor R.A. Stein.



