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soever is implied ill the triad of the Self, the N ot
Self and the Not-Nat-Self, that is to say, in the 
affirmation of the I, its denial, and the denial of 
that denial; and we accordingly find that all these 
bhavas, possi.bilities, 'becomings,' which are so 
impli.ed in these three are actually manifested 
and are also described in the Verfas, etc., by 
Maha Brahma, ShivH, Shakti, 

etc. 
In this description, as indicated before, the 

root and essence of the whole Worid-process 
naturally comes first, ami that is the transcen
dt'utal fact indicated by the PTa1Jara. Then 

of a great world-drama is very close. See Bh(J!IU -

mt!-CJif(l, ii. 16, Vyasa's Yoga-HlMI$hya, iii. 14, and 
'Ph" 8C1:encc of l'eace, p. J n mORt of the 
Pural,ltlS, t.he 'ulIiYersal' fads, materials or cont.ent.s 
of the IVorld-proeess arc described in the t.erms of 
811likhya, and are designated as 
the' automatic or mechanical' evolution, that is t.o 
sa.y dependent only on the All-conscionsness, and 
independent of the consciousness of n,ny particulnr 
indixidUfll !Rhnll'a, whose particular world-Rystem, 
world-egg, bra h m:i. n d a, becomes hiR 
consciom; 01' deliberate formation. 

As tlle Arabian doctorH tanght, nIl t,hat, iH con
ceivable already is, in the All, ,,·hether 01' not it 
he in manifestat.ion at [l,ny time nnd place. That 
which if! not always existellt, has no possible nor 
conceivable exiRtcnce, cmlllot be imngiuCll or 
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comes the subtle seed-ideation of Maha-Vishnu 
embodied in the Gaya(1"t and the > 

rrhereafter we llave, as embodied in the Veda;' 
the ex?ansion of that ideation, still in the 
of ulllversal principles, by the ideations of 

Br:Lhma and Shiva, in pursuance of 
the lllstructlOns of Mahit- '1'hen follow 
the varietieH of p I' a k it r a, method, law, that 
IS to say, a further descent into details; and 

are intended to be explained by the 
SIxteen Brtihma1},as. 

.In the first of the i!.g-t1eqa is C011-

the ideation of relating to jiiitna, 

of. Every conceivable thing exists in 
eterJllty, and appears and disappears in time and 
space, becomes and vanishes; but has always Being 
O.ut, of the all any Ishvam chooses tIle materialR, fo; 
IllS system, and within t.hat Rystem there can only 
appear such of the contents of the All aR he has 

for possible manifestation in a particular 
tune and placc, llis am s h a, portion. Thus looked at 
the 'reason' fOI' the existence of any particular pheno

elephant, an octopus, a gnat, a planet
IS exactly the same aR the' reason' for the exiRtence 
of any other; each one is, and it 'becomes' when 
selected for manifestation hy an lshvam or withl' 
h' . " n 

lR selection, by any sel£-consciouR being in his 
world-Ryst.em. A genius is ollly a man who draws 
more largely than hiR fellows on the ever-existing 
store. (A.B.) 
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cognition or knowledge. 'Vj~lwu iw;t,ructed 
his subordinate departmental officers thus: 'There 
are four B1·uhm,a1J,as, and there are four subdivi
sicms of knowledge too. First, cognition proper, 
the connecting of everything with or ill or by 
means of knowledge; this is the aham-buq.q.hi, 
the I-consciousness. Second, cognition within 
or succeeded by action; the projection of the 
self into an act. Third, cognit,ion concerned 
with deRire; tho consciousness that the I should 
be known and that the This should also be 
known; in other words, the' making' or feeling 
of desire between the I aud the This. Fourth, 
cognit.ion relating t.o summation; after having 
known the I, and felt. desire, enter on action; 
for where else can the desire of the I reside, 
exist, become manifest, find free play, than in 
act,ion and cognition; after haying known the 
I, known desire, and known action are the three 
summed up ill life-work! Because of all this is 
the work of Yi~hl)u and of his sub-hierarchs 
said to be the work of preservation, pit 1 a Il a; 
the fulfilling of the desire for anything that 
appears anywhere ill the I, as may be necessary, 
is p it I ana. This is also the reason for the 
puhlic tradition that Vi~h",,1U is pervasive of all 
creatures and ever abides with each. It is true 
that every j i y a constant.ly makeR seemingly 
imlependellt efforts; 'I have done this, not you; 
I am Ro-and-so while you are not; I am a chief, 
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a kiqg, a learned man, an artist, etc.' But all 
this is the utterance of the illusory. consciousness 
of a h a m-k it r a, I-ness, individuality, egoism: ~ 
In reality Vi~hl}u is the mover, inspirer and 
propeller of this j i v a, (i.e., of all j i vas with
in his world-system. 'All this is by the amsha . ' 
portIOn, of Vi~hJ).u,' i.e., all this conseiousness 
of self-effort in j i vas is but participation in 
the life of Vi~hl).u. 1 The work of preservation 
that takes place in every atom takes place 
because of his presence there. Vishnu first 
cognises himself: I am the ruler, ~nd rules 
ought to be made by me. This may be said to 
be knowledge within knowledge, knowledge 
about knowledge, cognition inclusive of other 
cognitions. Having thus ideated, or formulated 

1 This will be clear to the reader when he has 
mastered the significance of individualities within 
ihdividualities, cells within tissues, tissues within 
organs, organs within persons and so on. (See The 
Science of Peace, p.216.) He will then see that 
Vi~hl.IU's consciousness of self-effort, 'initiative,' 
is also illusory with reference to the consciousness 
of Maha-Vi~h\lU and so on, endlessly. From the 
transcendental or par a mar t h a standpoint the 
World-process is mechanical, automatic, carried on 
by one Autos, the One Will of the Universal Self· 
from the empirical or vyavahara standpoint, each 
?f. ~he endless movements of any world-system is 
mlbated by the individual will of some one self or 
another. Etymologically Vi~hl.1U means the pehador. 
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his laws, he cognises the a J} u, the 'small' or 
the a,tom: This atom is subordinate to me. Such 
is the consciousness of the 'l'his; it is know
ledge as regards the elemen~ .of act!o~, etat; 
it is active or actional cogmtlOn. 'Illlrdly, he 
cognises the desire of the atom: 'l'his atom has 
such and such a. need or necessity. This is 
knowledge with respect to the element of N ega
tion, desire; it is volitional cognition. Lastly, 
even when the thought is of the nature of 
affirmation, 'is,' even then the negation' is not' 
is also present; for the question has been 'is it 
or is it not necessary,' and after having deter
mined this question in the affirmative he satisfies 
the desire. And this is knowledge with respect 
to the summation, summative or summational 

cognition. .. 
vVe see the same processes in dally human lIfe. 

Every man first cognises, acquires knowledge 
about his work or bnsinesR, what he wants to 
do' tlten about his 'necessary cause' or the 
ne;essary means that only will enable him to 
carry out his work; then of the relation of t.he 
things or objects involved in that work wIth 
himself, i.e., he finds out how he stands lJl 

respect of those things and how or ill what way 
his business will be helped or hindered 1 by 
them. And so on. 

1 To take a concrete case: I first determine that I 
would like to go to such and such a place; then I 
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Knowledge of these various kinds, all the 
element of cognition, in aU its varieties, is thus 
expounded in the Brahma'T}a.y. For instance, it 
is shown there that there is a triplicity in ii k a
s h a, the cognition-element being called chi~
it k Ii. s h a, the action-element m a h a-k it s h a, 
the desire-element it k ash a proper; the summa
tion being the p a r-a k ii s h a. I Further, eaoh 
sub-division has its Own corresponding sub-divi
sion of the property of sound whioh belongs to 
this element, viz., par ii, pas h y ant i, m a c.I h
yama and vaikhari;moredetailsonwhioh 
subjeot are to be sought in the scienoe of 
language. The element of cognition in this triad 
of it k Ii s has and their summation, what the use 
or purpose and application of cognition is in this 
aspect of ii kits h a, by what law it is cognition
all this is determined and made clear by the 
lJ.g- Veg,a-B/'ahma~ta. The other elements, two 

find out whether road, rail, ship or other is the best 
means; then, what things will be requisite or useful 
on the joul'lley; then I take into considerat,ion the 
whole of these and, if everything is sati!'!factory, I 
decide to entertain the wish and finally proceed to 
carry it out. 

1 In extant Sanu;krt literature, many of the so
called minor Upani~hats and also the Yoga- V(,si~htha 
mention different kinds of Ii. k Ii s h a. In some, five 
kind!'! are distinguished, and the names vary nlso. 
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preceding and four succeeding it k ii, s h a, are 

similarly treated. 
There are seven elements, on the general 

principle (which, as said before, governs the 
number of the Angas and the Upiiilgas) of the 
sub-division of the triad of cognition, etc., by two. 
These two elements, m a hat and b u q. q. h i, 
that are not cOlllmonly known, are matter of 
yo g a, not for daily life, and are dealt with in 
the Vpq.as only for tlw URe of those who have to 
carryon the processes of the world by means of 
archetypes, sa III s Ii r a-r u p a-~ a ~ ~ v a (?). The 
cognitive element in each of these, in its subtle as 
well as gross aspects is described in the Briih

?'Ita/.la,: What is the work of chi q.-Ii k 11 s h a in 
the element of va y u, what is chi q.-v a y u, 
what is the relation between the three y ii Y u s, 
what eJTects are produced on or in ~ e j n. s by 
chi.;t-vl-tyu and chi.;t-iikflshn., what is chH 
~ e j a s, what is the relation between its three 
sub-divisions, and so on with regard to the other 
successive elements. 

There are similarly four Brahma~la8 in the 
YaJ1tr-t·p,q.a dealing with the factor of k I' i Y a or 

action. 
Bralunii. plans out all action and instructs his 

subordinate hierarchs therein thus: 'The first 
sub-di\'iRion of action is that which bases on 
cognition; the second is devoted to desire; the 
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third is action proper; and the fourth is of the 
nature of summation. All the office-bearers of 
our department of work are followers of Vishnu' , . , 
you should obtain the necessary knowledge from 
him or his department and carry out your actions 
accordingly'. And the sub-hierarchs of Braluna 
obtain their information from the sub-hierarchs 
of Vi:;;lU;lU of the corresponding grades, even as 
ill daily human life people establish relationships 
with their equals in respect of knowledge, acti
vity, wishes and inclinations, and condition in 
life as a whole.' 

The first sub-division or cognitional action is 
the recognition of oneself at; an actor; this is the 
element of Vi~lll:lU, mere cognition; also the 
cognition of the truth about the performance and 
the instruments of performance of action, viz., 
such and such are the methods and such the 
successive steps of the performance of such an 
action, such the rules and conditions under which 
the action can be undertaken and the methods 
followed, etc. ; all this is action in the aspect of 
cognition. Then, in the second place, we have 
the desire-aspect of action, 'I }Jave obtained 
knowledge of the matter, I should now take 

1 Compare the significance of modern adminis
trative terms and things corresponding to these 
terms: 'bureau of informat,ion', 'despatching office, , 
'weeding department', 'public works department " 
etc. 
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action' ; this is the activi ty of desire, desire-action. 
Thirdly, there is the action proper, the active 
conduct after feeling the desire and ascertaining 
the necessity for the action. In the action, 
again, all these are summed up, and so we have 
the fourth aspect, that of summation. Actual 
action, action proper, stands between the desire 
and the summation and implies the latter, that 
is to say, all four aspects, thus: 'I am Bra h
m a 11, the actor; this is the present need or 

·t to fulfil it I do this,· this is done by neceSSI y; 
me'. 

All this is taught in the B1"lihlna~~a of the 
Yajn.,·-vpcJ,a. And therein are also described and 
set forth the actional sub-divisions of the 
mahat and buddhi elements, and of akasha, 
viz., tl~e m a h It-k·it s h a, and also of the other 
elementR, and their respective functions, their 
mutual relations, their fields of activity, and the 
results produced by that activity in gross and 
subtle aspects, with all their permutations and 

combinations. 
The four sub-divisions of desire should be 

studied in the Briih:lna'fJa of the Siima-verJa. 

(1) The desire t.o know; whence (2) the desire 
to possess; thereafter (3) the desire to secure 
possession, i. e., to take the necessary steps, the 
action, that will bring possession; and finally (4) 
the attainment--these reRpectively are the four 
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sub-divisions, cognitive-desire, desire-proper, 
active-desire and summation-desire. 

The ruler of desire is Shiva and his instruc
tion to his sub-hierarchs takes this shape: 
Behold, our work is the work of destruction. 
'I.'he order and the way thereof are these. This 
should be destroyed first, ~his afterwards; and 
such and such work of the nature of negation 
should be performed. First, make enquiry, 
entertain the' desire to know,' and thoroughly 
and fully understand the nature of the I and 
the '£his. Then entertain the desire to possess, 
'I shall obtain the 'I.'his and the I '. Having 
obtained them, you will pass on to the N ega
tion, to the declaration, 'no (I want them no 
more),. In the Negation is the summation, 
sam-a-h it ra, 'bringing all together' and it is 
the sa m-h a r a also, the c taking all in,' 
re-absorption, destruction. 

All these sub-divisions should be studied in 
the subtle and the gross, (the psychical or sub
jective and the material or objective aspects), 
with reference to the desire-sub-divisions of the 
various root-elements, as in the case of the 
cognitional and a.ctional sub-divisions thereof. 

After all these lIave been learnt (and study of 
them completed and experience exhausted, for 
the time being,) the Negation is entered upon. 
P r a 1 a y a begins with the desire-sub-division of 
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p r t h v i and all the others lt~'e d~stroyed sllcces~ 
sively ill order. ThiH procesH ~s U1~1versal and. ~a} 
be obscrved in each atom, t"t1.., first. the '~Olklllg 
of desire qualified by knowledge, then attamment, 
then destruction. I Psychologically, conteI~pt, 
. It 11' ~l'esllCct hostilitv , altercation, detractIOn, Insn "I .,., J. • 

1 1 '1' '11lg'el' Gte. (the llegatIve or destruetlTe s ane ~ , ' , , . d d . 
sides of the emotiollal life), are all mcln e m 

desire . 
.All these matters are nlade plain ill the 

Briihmnu(/, of the SI/lIIa- VI'r!(I. . .. 
Fillall:y we have the snll1~ fOI\l' sub-dIvISIOns 

undcl' the summation, alJ(l wlth rp::;pect to t~l.elll 
lIf ahii.- Vi~hl~n iWlt ructs his Sl1 h-hierarchs : 2 'I' lrst 

---------;c-;. mmholi1'm, optimum, [tud kntabolism, aU in-

cluded in metabolism. . 
2 One would Imve thonght that th~ sub.-hwrarchs 

f -"1 } ;;-Vishnn wcre only Hrahma, Vl~hl.lU and 
o .1> a I" .' k' f th 
Shiv:t; but it seems thnJ. jnst as (10.0 mg ron~ e 

, I .... 1' a or ml1]Jiricnl stauopomt) conSCI011S-v y a V.I. I" • t 
. ~ L'(linethillO' more than its three aspec s, an ness 1" ~ I":> t' 
. lOre th'\ll ltU the organs. HO the summa IOn ora (l.lllsm n ' I th 

• to t el'cly the sil111)lc totttl of the ot lcr ree, 
IS no, lIl' t 
but f;olllethillg over awl ahoye, amI the Atllll1Ta I10 

1· ·1' 1{'" 1.00'. pt,jH'l' int.o onc volume of the a mc]'!' nll( 11 " ,., ., I 
} . II . V.'lla,·llut ~()Illethi])f" wllll:h mdlllles t lem t Iree () leI (.'" b d 

and further cxplains and Rchenmtises them .. Ac.cor -
. I f )l' the working of the A{llll 1'1'(1, 1.Iaha-Vl~h~1U 
mg y. (. L • f tl tl' 

k I os it were hy the sHle 0 le Ilee ta eR [t pace ". '. . S 
.l I llnf.l sC'parnt,e snh.liwl'a]'ehK also. ee goufl :\lI( • .. • •• • " " 

the st.atcment,,, as to the 'I'etract,YR, m 'Jlll! ~ CC1·et 

Doetl'll/I', voL iii. 
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comes· the securing of knowledge with its four 
sub-divisions of (a) the wish to know, correspon d
ing with desire, (b) the intimation of this wish to 
some one else able to fulfil it, corresponding to 
action, (c) the development within oneself of the 
necessary qualification, a <.1 h i k a r a, authority, 
right, title, for the obtaining of the needed 
knowledge, cort'esponding to cognition, and (d) 
the attainment of the knowledge, corresponding 
to the summation. Secondly, we have desire 
with its four sub-divisions of (a) knowledge of 
the pleasantness of a thing, (h) the desire to 
obtain it because of the pleasantness, (c) the 
search for the means of a.cquisition, and (d) the 
acquisition. Thirdly, there is action, (a) the 
desire to do, (b) the desire to find out the 
means of action, (c) the action and (d) the wish 
to give up, to cease from action, renunciation. 

In the commonest compound, the compound shows 
attributes llnmanifest in its constitucnt factors . 
Oxygen and hydrogen yield, as compound, water, and 
water has properties which are not found in its con
stituent gaseR. Nitrogen, most inert of elements, 
united with chlorine, quiet enough hy itself, gives 
compounds that explode with a tremor, or with the 
touch of a feather. Innumerable instances might be 
given to show that a summation is more than its 
parts, the reason therefor apparently being that 
the 'organism' is inhabited by 11 j i v a of 11 higher 
grade in manifeRt.ation than those which inhabit 
the' organs' which make it up.-A. B. 
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Finally we have the summation with its (a) 
wish to know, (b) wish to acquire, (c) wish to 

act, and (d) the act. 
All these matters, the uesire to know, to ac

quire, to do, to abandon, the doing, the results, 
one's own condition, the significance of own, 
another, this, thou, I, which, ~im, all, if, then, 
becanse, therefore, wherefore, from all, mine, 
thine, his, before, after, earlier, later, etc.-all 
this should be studied in the A (hcwL'a- VecJ.a 

(Brit h1nU'TJa ) . 
Without the Briihma1}-as it is illlPossible to 

understand the Vllr!as. '1'hey have been special
ly formulated for the separate enunciation of 
all the main laws of the Worlu-process. And 
so long as the COil vergence and divergence, the 
separate effects as well as the interworkillg of 
the~e laws is not understood, so long will the 
formation of new worlds remain imposl:lible. 

The following are t.he opening sentences of 
the fonr Brah'lna,1Ja,.~ of the four Vcq,a,s respect
ively; each is also the root-n.phorislll which 
indicates the principal or predominant subject
mat-ter of its Bra7m~a~w. and also the nature of 

its conneXlOll with its Veq,a. 

(a) A h a III tat t v a III a par a m. 
(b) Prasthitarn pilrviLpararn krt aIll 

a k r t a 111 k iL r a 1.1 a-k art r k a lll. 
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(c) Na evam na oha stat pratyashit 
sam a q h y a s t ham 0 h a . a'n a n v a yam 
b rah ma-taB vam ak hil am. 

(d) Kriy ii-gu l,1a-qharma-sampatti
s a ~ han a-I a k s h a 1,1 a mal a k s han ~ m 
cha samahrtam.1 . 

The principle embodied in each of these 
m ii I a-va k y a s, root-sentences, governs the rest 
of the work; and throughout the Brahmana.'1 
every successive minor or subordinate logio~ is 
for~1l11ated in genetic consonance with the root
JogIOn, and each word of each such minor logion 
also conforms to the same rule of consonance. 

T~ recapitulate a little. Maha-Vi~hJ}.u first 
obtams or receives the AUM. He ideates it 
and finds that there is a sllccession within the 
successionless, the transcendent. To discover 
the details. of that succession he studies the 
Maha-veq,as which, again, are the ideation of 
some one else, for the series and succession of 

1 These sentences are wholly unintelligible with
ont commentary, which the Pra1}ava-Vt;r!a does not 
supply; hence they have beeu left untramdated. 
At the time of the dictation of the work in the 
huny of it, I unfortunately omitted (so fa: as I can 
~lOW reme~ber) to ask him to supply the needed 
mterpretatlOn from some of the other works whicl 
he said he had by heart, e. g., Gobbili's Tika, on th; 
Pra'l}ava-Vli4a itself. . 

24 
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1 dl After lln, Vl'llg mastered the l"ll ers If, en ess. ,. 
essence of the Mahii-verf,as and so become 
n r a h man, he enters on the construction of this 
sam s ii r a in a series of bra h m a; I). d a s. For 
this purpose there arises within him further 
ideation in accordance with the Mahu-'L·elf,as. 
'J'he steps and stages thereof are somewhat as 
follows: 'In what manner is this possible? It has 
been made dear to us that the formation of a 
sam s It r a is our duty. These are the various 
ways of doing it. In which one of these ways 

~ . l' k?' or orders is it fit for me to engage III t liS wor . 
All thi8 deliberation is 8ymbolised as sleeping in 
tho k s h 1 ra-s a gar a, the 'ocean of milk'. The 
condition of reflectiveness is the 'ocean of milk'. 
K s h I r a signifies the stainless. Mahi"t-Vi!llhr.lU 
is ~tainless relatively, by comparison with us. 
This relativity must never be lost sight of. As 
has been s~tid befol"e, as an atom of ollr world
syRtem is to the Maha-Vi~hl).u th~reof, so is 
Mahii- Vi~hl).u in turn to a greater belllg ; and as 
an atom is to our world-system so is that whole 
world-system to a larger one, so that. literally 
worlds are hidden in atoms and atoms III worlds 
again endlessly. And even so is the condi~ion 
of 1Iaha-Vi~hl).u's stainlessness comparatlve. 
In thi8 condition, this sag a r a or ocean of 
Htainlessness, the thought about the creation of 
a new world arises. Hence is it also called the 
b h a v a-s a gar a; b h a van a means becoming, 
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coming into existence, and pertains to a vas t h a 
or condition; 'a thing becomes' means' comes 
out of one condition into another condition '. 

(Another interpretation however of the word 
b h a v a-s ii gar a is the tumultuous ocean of 
birth and death and rebirth from which escape 
is so difficult; and hence we find such statements 
as these:) Beholding this most fearful b h a v a
s a gar a, one shore of which is the endless and 
the other shore the transcendent, and which is 
studded with the rocky islands of world-systems 
on which the hapless j 1 v a is flung about and 
bruised and battered by the overwhelming waves 
of k arm a helplessly, the terrified and despair
ing j 1 v a cries out to the ruler thereof: 'Save 
me, save me, take me across, 0 Bearer of the 
Discus! ' Yet such is the cry of only him who 
knows the This alone and not also the Self and 
the Negation. He who knows the three has no 
need to cry out thus. He knows and says: 'As 
thou art, so am I, so are all these others. 1'here 
is no crossing and no saving here. By the path 
by which thou hast arrived at thy estate, by 
that same path shall I arrive there too. Such 
is the law, and it must be fulfilled '. Thus, indeed, 
to know the three is to be saved. 

Under these circumstances the use and justi
fication of hymns, prayers, etc., is but this, viz., 
that he who is the ruler of this world-system is 
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our chief, and when we say to him, 'save us,' we 
mean only that he should make plain to us the 
means of crossing over, the way by which we 
could go over to the place he himself occupies. 
For he who has trodden a path to a goal, he and 
he only knows all about the path, and from him 
only is it fitting to receive knowledge and 
instruction about it. It is true that the manner 
of treading that path is explained in the Veq,as 
and the subsidiary sciences, and attainment of 
the goal will surely follow upon the pmc#ce of 
it; but (to study a work is also to appeal to 
ib; author for information and to receive it from 
him, and moreover) the practice cannot be had 
without makiug known the desire for it to those 
who can teach it. All kinds of knowledge are, 
no doubt, written down in the books, as 'this is 
so and this is so'. But the one so and the other 
so aro not realised except in and by pmctice. 
'fhe mere knowledge iH fruitless. And knowledge 
cun be put into practice only with the help of a 
competent guide. Thus, if an inhabitant of olle 
country wishes to travel to another he lllay find 
out from written books in what direction from 
IIi::; own this other country lies, what other lands, 
rivers and oceanH intervene, what roads and 
routes are available amI so forth; yet it will be 
necessary for him to COI1HUlt oLhers who have 
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actually made the journey, for confirmation 01' 

correction of the information contained in the 
book; and, more, after he has received such 
confirmation, to seek for a companion and 
assistant to go with him to the desired place. 
It is true that sometimes persons start by 
themselves, without companions; but even so, 
they meet with companions on the road later 
on; and in any case, these are exceptional 
instances falling under special laws. 

In this sense, then, the j i va may and should 
appeal for help to those who have trodden this 
path to m u k ~ i or to the ruler of the system. 
For all are the helpers of all, and all may appeal 
for help to all, and all may teach all, according 
to their needs and abilities, turn by turn. This 
is the virtue and significance of s a ~-s a n g a, 
the compl1ny of the good; and such sa ~-salig a 
only is the fruit of knowledge; for all are in 
eHsence equal and indeed the same. Otherwise, 
indeed, to know and not to know were the same. 
Knowledge is for this only that all may profit 
thereby, and this is rightly so and must be so, 
for knowledge, consciouHness, is universal, and 
the Knower to whom it belongs is also universal. 
Wh~n it is said that Mallll-Vi~hr;lU sleeps in 

his nirmala-sILgara, his 'pellucid and stainless 
ocoan' or condition, it is not meant that he is 



374 rRA~AvA-VA:QA. 

inactive. As saidlbefore, utter cessation of action 

never take~ phwe.1 •. 

Activity is as inseparable from [111 condltlOns 
as the affix q. ft, (indicative of the incessant 
movement of time) is inseparable from the 
prefixes k a, t (1, ya, etc., (indicative of special 
conditions) in the words k a <J ii, t a q. ii, Y a {J a, 
when, then, whenever, (at what time, at that· 
time, at whichever time) etc. So, oven during 
sleep, Mahii-Vi~IIJ.l\l, preoccupied with thoughts 
of extensive operations, revolves in mind the 
various methods thereof. She ~ h a" (literally the 
, remainder' and mythologically tho thousand
headed sorpent who fornm the couch of Mahii
Vii?ll1;lU) is space. Because l111 is endle:,;s and 
transcelldellt, space is ~mch also. In that area 

of space 
system, 
occupied 

wherever there was or is a world
that portion i:,; taken up, 'bound,' 

and unavailable. What '/'(J7nwins 

1 Activity Oil one plane is eonsonllnt with rent 
Oil allother. The j j v a is tireless, but the vehicles 
tire and wear out. Henee, that the body may sleep, 
the j j v a, lelLving it, energises another vehicle, 
and is ltetive through it on another pbne. And 
:Llso, l\bhii.-Vi~lll.ll1, ;;leepillg in the ocean, is 
a.cti ve in ideatioll on the ere!1ti ye plane, [mel the 
result ifl the growth of the Lotus, and the appearance 
of Bmh11lii., the creator on the planes of manifesta
tion. (A.B.) 
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unoccupied is the she ~ h a, and in that Maha .. 
Vi~]lI:lU sleeps, i.e., ( works,' 'ideates,' ( dreams'. 
Whence the tradition that' the I.Jord, sleeping in 
the ocean of milk, creates this world '. Sleeping 
with Lak~hml by his side signifies the presence 
of desire. Because desire is omnipresent there
fore Mahii-Vi~]1J:lU, posflessed with it, performs 
his ideation in this remnant of space, desiring to 
create. Vi~hJ;1U is born there, that is to say, an 
atom by evolution attaim; to that condition and 
receives a place neal' Mahii-Vi~hl}u, by devotion 
to him. '1'0 him the inRtmction is given: 'Do 
you' perform the work of cognition '. Then 
Brahma arises in the same way and is directed 
to perform all actioll. Finally, Shiva is born and 
taught to deal with desire. For himself Maha
Vi~hl}u reserves the function of 'holding to
gether all,' the summation. The primary ideation 
is the Gayatl'i I ; the separate special instructions, 

1 The nature Itnd significltnce of the Gtiyafri I111ve 
been n,ttempted to be explained in previouR foot
noteR. With reference to those it may be asked, 
'When the Giiyaf1'i is the effort of the ordinary 
human j i v a to put itself in rapport with the Solar 
LOgOR, whitt can it meltn in the mouth of the Solar 
LogoR himself; what is meltnt by saying that his 
first ideation is the Giiyat1'i P '. This is only another 
illustration of tIle continuum we meet with every
where. In the mouth or mind of our Maha-Vi~lll.lU 
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the Maha-vlil,ya.'1; the detailed exposition~ .the 
Vedas. After receiving the detailed eXpOSJtIO~, 
Vi~lmu Brahmii and Shiva entered on theIr 
res'po~tive functions. And when the work grew 
in their hands, tlley felt the need of and 
appointed subordinate workers. To these 
subordinates they expounded theiJ· own further 
ideations, and theRe are the Briihma'TJa8. 

When it is said that summation iR the work of 
Ml1hii-Vi~hI;lU it should not be understood th~t 
he ha,R only this and no other work. ~e has h~s 
own special work under the instrnctIOns of h18 
own snperior Mahii-Vi~lwu, and also ho:ds to
gether his Rubordinat.e thre~ gods: To Ins own 
Mahii-VishT;lu, 0111' Maha-Vl~hT;lu IS only one of 
many subordinates, Maha.-Shiva, Ml1hii-~ral~mi\, 
etc., even as Brahmii or Vi~hI;lU 01' ShJVa IS ~o 
him. It is not known to us whether h~ J8 
specially devoted to cognition or action or desJre, 

tIle G(j,ynt1'"j would mean h£,y effort to put. l~imRe~ in 
mpport with his ,~npel'im' IJogoR. The Gaya,fn ex
presRefl, RO to Ray, It law, an ahstl'n,cti~n, the concrete 
appliclttions and illustrations of whICh are on all 
pOflsible scales, infinitesim~.l n,s well ~R pseudo
infinite, aR ought to he and lR the cltse WIth o,ll trne 
lawR of nature. The conRt,ant flow of life fro~ 
parent to cllild along the whole endleHR course IR 
t,he primn,ry law of all 'creation,' ~nd .hence the 
Giiyat1''j, which expresfles thifl flow 18 rIghtly the 
first ideation. 
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filL" QUI.' knowledge dol'S not reach up to tllat 
Rtage. l3ecallRe all powprR appear ill him, so fal' 
BR our world-system is ooncerned, therefore we 
lIlay infel' that ho has thp office, the duty and 
t.hf' "ight of producing all three. It is declared 
ill the Mahi'i-t~f,(f,a.'( however that this 0111' .Mahii
Vi~hI;lu is the cognition-official of the Aupe"ior 
lVlahii- Vi~lll:1U as the lord of summatioll. 

Bllt, all this need not be discllssed here, fOl' 

"noh discuAsion is useless for us. It is enough for 
III'! to kllow t]mt the transcendent B l' a ]. In a n i:'l 
I'l11holli('1I ill t,Jw universal ADM wherein t,ll{' 
Imowlndge of pndlpss Mah:i- Viljlll.lus is included 
:Inri lips latpllt. Become we first like onr Mah:i
Vi~lll.lll; then will bp t,ime to think of higher 
l'enches. That tllis matter has been touched on 
htwe at ail is only to further illustrate and 
nmphaAise the endlessness that prevails every
where in the W OI'ld-process, becR,use of the 
infinity of the Absolute B I' a h man. 

Slife :-The nn,mes of only It few of the Brrihmo,7!n.$ 
nre now current,; the better known are t.he Ai(nreya 
or ishva,h;,ya.n.a and the J((w,,~M!a,kT 01' S(i1ikhy,iyona 

of the J.lk; Sl~a,tapath.a, of t.he Ya:1u.h; P01icha
I'/m~~ha, Shad-vi1nsha and Tlindya, of the Buma; and 
On-palha, of t,he A/harva.. The text mentions the 
On-pallia. Itnd the 8a,!-plltha.. The modern Ilpelling-, 
it, will be not,iced. is Shata-patha (t,he 'hundred
hmnchea: 'of t,he hunrln.d-pnt,}-,s ') in pln('e of 8n/-
7"'rlm (tlu' • ~r(Jnd-pnth '), 
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That. iR 1I0t llOlllpnSsl'd by tho lll'iih /lUI tlf[N, 

With 3,11 their wealth of COllHlll'lIt ami detail; 

No great-wOIod and no root-word mny (1llclmlP 

The evel'-Rwellillg grea.t.llP-Rs of tht> Relf. 
Yet., in t.his seething ocea.n of t,hp wor\(l, 
Wi til el1rrents of sllcceRsion ol'dmopli well, 
A lid lawless-rushing hillow1'I of tl11'lTloil, 
RhOl'de81'1, with one long shore of clldlessllPsR, 

Another of trallscendenee,-Olll' sole hop(', 
Havl'n of rest., t.lw RUlI1('lIP88 of t.lw Rp)f! 

• U~q~~i'f~ 

~ .nrrf~ ~~ 

q[f'if>T: f.{~rn: ~.n 11«;:<I 


