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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

UNITY.

LL the writers who have written on the} Tysterie%s t{rom i?ln
i 1 i o0 agree that one of the prin-
xoteric point of view seem to agree :
ipal &:i;;ltwgght to the candidales was the t‘he.my ofl the
ﬁl%}i;‘)centric system. However far such a revelation may have
bién in advance of the popular scientific no}‘:lons (;f any ygslt,‘;iryl
) i v a m
i it i t easy tosee at first sight why such .
s i hat the priests had to gain by
have been made of it, or wha p
zgloiglilhzg the facts from the multitude. We all knowt tha;
knowledge is power, but the sort of knowledge Wetla:}'e &gf:rseotll?:n
ci 1 ion of power is something .
to associnte with the possession o on more than
i ith the bare fact that the earth moves
AR h but seldom taken the
; and it is becanse the moderns have
::(:lu’bigl to1 think out the full significance ofthz\lv ;ntl;Ch ma.q)ir;:ll?;e
i imilar statements that the mysteries,
been conveyed by this and simila nta that the mysteries,
the science of the ancients, has been treate
231(11130111133? I]’ntting aside therefore the fact t]lmt rf,he doscingl;)(‘)f
iy its fi tion therefrom was als
linto matter and its final redemp !
ﬂ)lﬁ S}(:‘l;l 111:l the mysteries under the guise of fables, it m:;)y b}]Je
iJ;lbteg;'eeting to discover how much might have .been and probably
ﬁa;s included in this revelation of the heliocentric system. 0
The main principle exemplified was the operation of lnw in the
motions of the heavenly hodies. FExperience n.n]d ol)sel-v?tlnn ;_'nllISt
‘ ¢ familiar with the operation of law
have taught all men to become F Tk the eperation of law
i i cerns : he application
and order in the ordinary concerns o ife, [he application of
action of the sun and planets was an extens ;
%?ew (fzdtl:;(lale boundaries of this carth, and so must have fot‘meil the
br'iydge by which men arrived at the knowledge of the prevalence
hout the universe. ) g
of Ili‘a;"gnﬁhtli?iggwould follow the recognition of the fact tg}atft.h: uni
verse is also a unity. The thorough realisation of this fact may
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be said to include almost all others by implication. If the universe
11;] 01119, and all the living beings upon it are parts of that one, then
((31 1£e principle animating them all must in like manner be one
:}? ence separateness has no real existence. Again, the fact
prgfug;ets;p&a:‘qgtly zlli;ed earth is in constant motion would form a
idea i
phe‘nomena, are impor 1:2 rlllézi;l‘on 18 everywhere present, and thus
m;ldl;us;}ilesgarw;i]latlor:) , Oi;f fthe heliocentric system may have been
- g nt for : iti i
pr'ilr‘llciples of tfhe %figdom Relig‘lign.e ¥position of some of the main
16ré are lew propositions to which our intellect oives suc
;eadly ?}slse‘nt as this of thg unity of the universe. But, §n t?hesﬁglllle?:
r;z}c , there are few things that are more difficult to realise, or
which bring greater results in their train. Those who can indeed
rnglse thig fact‘ are able to go through life without attachment
};'11 out care. They know that the personality is but the result of
1llusion, they know that it must be mastered and used, and not wor-
shipped and indulged. We all know that in a settled community
onehsystem of laws must prevail to the exclusion of others, or elso
each man might set up his own code to the inconvenience of all the
rest. 'We know that this is so from the merely utilitarian point of
view, without reference to any theories of right and wrong or ab-
stract justice. But we are not so apt to recognise the fact that when
we endeavour to strengthen the personality, we are acting just like
an individual in a community who sets up a contrary standard of
life and action to that followed by the rest. If such a thine hap-
ggm{)d 11.n ordinary life, the individual in question, should his
tllso edience provoke serious conflict with the other members of
_ the community, would have to leave the place and set up his tens
somewhere e]sg, where he would not be in constant conflict with
those around him, or if he refused to go he would probably };e shut
up if not put to death. In modern times a dangerous lunatic is
a(ll)out the nearest parallel we can find to the case we have ima,crin‘-
gré 23(33123;}% :V)? l})lut dbelttle);r zlnderstand the eternal verities that
r0 50 easily apprehendec i
Cu'“im‘e e perslf)}na,]jt.y & ma%le;: intellect, we should see that the
lhg realisation of the unity of the universe, while, as we have
S](ien" 1t i3 the road to perfection, is also a guide to the conduct of
the individual in his relations with others, Its logical consequence
}lsfhumvorspl br?th'erhood, the foundation and corner-stone of the
: eosophical Bociety. Hence we are bidden to kil out the sense
ot separateness, and so act towards each of our fellows as if ho
}‘o?tleng }l);::rf (Lf ?qrsi?lvei,l re%'oicing with him in his joy and com-
1 his tr v in, i
hel\l{rimny - WOI‘qk.xou o, ireely and gladly lending “our aid to
. While recognising the fact that th 1 :
18 the fundamental %ruth round which E;Ilmcl)ltt}):et?sf :ﬁl: h:;lf:ferﬁdn
man incarnate on earth cannot, from the limitations of His;
zgreisent existence, rise to a full apprehension of this truth
nly ‘solong as it remains unmanifested can the whole remain
One, unrelated and unknowable. So soon as manifestation tml;es
place, aumber and division make their appearance, The iuﬁ‘uité
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All cannot act upon itself, for in any action whatever there must
be both an actor and the thing acted upon. Moreover, in addition
to the actor and the thing acted upon, there must also be the
action. Again, in any perception there must be the perceiver, the
thing perceived and the perception. Hence three is the first
complete number after one, and was called by the Kabbalists the
number of generation. Two straight lines cannot enclose a space,
but three can. The further we carry our investigations, the more
confirmations we shall find of the fact that whatever exists as one
can only be understood as three. It is this necessary truth that
gave rise to the trinities found in all religions. In nature there
must always be the seed, the soil and the growth of every plant;
in physics there are the three primary rays of light ; in the family,
the father, the mother and the son, and in Parabrahm Purush,
Prakriti and the manifested universe, the positive, the negative
and the union of the two.

We might go on multiplying examples of the trinity in unity
until we had filled a volume, but we prefer to leave the reader
to think out fresh ones for himself.

The main fact to be learned is that this principle of trinity
in unity isa fundamental law of the manifested universe, and of
universal application. In the struggle for freedom from authority
it is sometimes apt to be forgotten that there are some fun-
damental truths that hold good in all cases, such as the fact that
the three interior angles of a triangle always make up two right
angles.

is has been shown before in these pages, the number of possible
combinations of three things taken together—one, two and three at
a time—is seven. It is this mathematical fact that is the root of all
the septenaries so often mentioned in theosophical writings as well
as in those of ancient religions and philosophies. We all know
that there are seven primary rays of light, and seven notes in the
musical scale, and the theosophical system of cosmogony is pre-
eminently a septenary one. We ought to remember that this
septenary law is as necessary as the doctrine of the trinity in unity.
A great many members of the Theosophical Society seem to think
that the septenary principle in theosophy and other systems of
thought is a mere curiosity, whereas it is a mathematical nocessity,
and 1s the only truly philosophical method of classification. When
weo consider any action, we do not stop at the action itself but go
on to trace out its effects, and in like manner if we stop at the
trinity we do not get beyond the bare fact that manifestation is

possible and can know nothing as to 1ts nature. Thus it may bo
said that the whole is unity, conceived as a trinity and manifested

as a septenary.
: Maugice FreDAL,
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THE GROWTH AND PROGRESS OF CATHOLICISM
IN INDIA.

WHOEVER has derived his notions of the measures taken for

the propagation of the Roman Catholic faith in India,
wholly from Catholic sources, can hardly have received a faithful
impression. There has been too much exaggeration, and too much
extenuation.  The history of Catholicism in India is indeed a
history of deception, and of terrible oppression. It forms one of
the darkest chapters in the annals of the Romish Church.

From the earliest attempts at Indian discovery, the Roman
Pontiffs took a deep interest in the result, and no sooner had these
efforts proved successful, than they used them as a means of
extending the sway of the Holy See. But it was not untjl the
sixteenth century that Catholicism obtained a firm footing in India.
This was effected by the terrible arms of Portugal and the Inquisi-
tion. The attachment of Portugal to the Catholic Church was
peculiarly strong. Its dutiful obedience to her was singularl
firm. It was through the influence of the Pope that the Portu-
guese steered into unknown seas, and, like a new revelation, unveil-
ed the mysteries of an unknown world. They received from the
Popes the right to invade, to destroy, and to seize upon the terri-
tories of all the infidel kings, under the plea, to use the words of
Mr. Irving, of defeating the enemies of Christ, and extending the
sway of his Church on earth, It was Pope Eugenius the Fourth
and his successors, who, by their supreme authority over all tem-
poral things, had conceded t9 the Crown of Portugal all the lands
1t might discover from Cape Nun and Bojador to the East Indies,
In virtue of this attachment to the Papacy the Portuguese monarchs,
like Constantine and his Successors, put down Paganism with g
strong hand,—a hand which knew neither mercy nor justice.

In the year 1510, Alfonso de Albuquerque, the founder of the
Portuguese empire in India, entered Goa, at this time one of the
principal emporiums of trade on the Malabar Coast, with some
monks of that famous order, established at Toulouse about the
time of the Albigensian heresy by the fierce Spaniard Dominic
de Guzman. Of this fanatic Dante says that he was devoted to
the service of Christ by his mother : '

 She was inspired to name him of his Owner,
Whose he was wholly, and so called him Dominie,
The loving minion of the Christian faith,
The hallowed wrestler, gentle to hig own,
And to his enemies terrible * * #
Forth on his great apostleship he fared,
Like torrent bursting from a lofty vein ;
And dashing ‘gainst the stocks of heresy,
Birote fiercest where resistance was mogg, stout.” Par, Cant.—XI1I,

Such was the founder of the Mendicant Order, and such were
the men who assembled under his bloody banner,—men who pre-
tended to be the true disciples of Jesus, and who acted like those
of the fiend. Their attire was mean, and a cord encircled their

waist to denote the subjection in which they kept their bodies.
The unhappy people of Goa who had suffered greatly from Mussul.
man tyranny under Adil Shéh looked with hope and gladness to
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their new masters. They received them with joy, and ghczwza}red
gold and silver upon them as they passed al((l)ng. . ut t}l]iyt,
little thonght that all this rejoicing would en mh ears ; h

fires would burn men and women to death; that their temples

i he temples of
: iva and Vishnu would be pulled down, and t '
‘%ft S]l)V:'m'iLrlllic arljl nthe Palace orf) the Inquisition erected instead.

i i d surrounded
rque mounted a richly caparisoned horse, an A
ll)&ylbl:llgl:ﬁégs and captains, and the mon}(sAc(?gr‘ggégh bef'l(‘)}l;g txllllf)l;lki;
ilt cross, proceeded to the palace o il Shéh.
2,1181‘1111&8(3‘(:;:}’;111;1)8, and their songs were accompanied by thev sound
d drums. )
Of'f‘i%?epzfznaig, however, can hardly be ;-eg:rd;d z:;s Pa,gal ﬂr:;:-
i i ' haplains of the Portuguese .
sionaries. They had come as chaplai [ the Portnguese flect.
erected a church and dedicated it to St. LY
'flt‘)lll'egnst?l?: dr:y of her festival the Portuguese had taken the city
from the Mussulmans ; and there, hanging her picture overll"hzn
altar, they held a regular Catholic service with great pom};. o ])lr
now found themselves in a fair and smiling land, but a lan L ut
of selfish propensities and narrow;lles(sj }(l)f n}]lm%. t;l‘h}:zz ;agmptz
i i > ; bu .
draw the natives into the pale of the Church ; b 1
pxl';:;d unsuccessful, because tl;ey wiere madefov;'vﬁ;}ﬁ(oau; rt)l;; ;::1 Oorf
hreats or violence. The use of such means ) .
f)flri:ligious truth was forbidden by Albuguerg;x;:al H}ezI ewzlt(si1 ez::
wise a statesman as he was an experienced g . "
i t to use 1ts power in
that it was not the duty of the Governmen i
i ty. He knew that even in
order to convert idolaters to Christianity qie knew that even in
i 1 heathenism was * so pruel, so full of a ]
i)zfrll?éi;vu;erl?}ws,” religious toleration wo}t:ld be thet_ safgfsto};l)g;:iy
\ that the propagation -
for the Government. He ordered  pro o i
ani i ly by exhortations and arguments.
anity should be carried on only it
i ts could not overcome the
But these exhortations and argumen ne
ol?st»ina,te attachment to idolatry. dTh‘i }P(‘a:)ple l:;':rrlxll; 0(3:‘ :ﬁthlp%xﬁ%
hideous images in temples covered wi em 5. of wh.ich o
' al laws and the barbarous persecution, )
if;?l'legug:; Government afterwards gied t}c]) (illilge'agelts sgggfr%?
i i id, indeed, _
under the authority of the Catholic Church, lid, indecd, d o
agani and with Paganism the prosperity, an ery
f:ggzﬁrg;(istence, of what was once tlllle mos: opnlen}s aggtﬁgﬂgzlr;
i try in India. We ask the votaries of C:
gl}%etﬁg:nii: ywas thus that “ the ChuachI g_enet.tt;zll]tefl S:ilzgti;zgr:;
1 w1 m
darkness like a new sun” and covered India nstitutions of
i says Lord Macaulay, i
el by the oo of seems,th by the priests of Kalee.” It
shocked by the priests of Rome than by the p .
to have allowed them to worship
would have been better, we think, ; ‘ P
i i -aw blood from their own persons an
the Linga of Siva, or to draw P thowr own persons and
r 1 the sanguinary Kalee, than to burn them s 1
;J)gfsle;st.‘gl ()fristi:ﬁm, nog because tI};ey pro(fleslsed to bet .C(;r;sig}z::l?
i d the scandalous practic
but because of the evil deeds an iy
i But the Portuguese persecute
or wrongly attributed to them. N teso persooutod
si )ecs they professed to be pagans. der t]
et o bject nation practised its
1 ial rule of Pagan Rome every subj tior ised its
:)I\r:'}l)lm;:ee:luundisturg"ed, so long as it did not incite to civil dis


















































































































