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ANCIENT SACRIFICES.

ALL persons, whether or not they have received an education
in what has been termed ‘‘the modern science of anthropo-
logy,” & science, however, known to the Orientals, and studied by
Greeks long before the time of Alexander, must have been in a
position where they have been more or less induced to visit a
circle like Abury or Stonehenge in England, or Carnac in Brit-
tany. -
Sometimes, we may say nearly always, the Cicerone will try to
teach what he knows nothing of to those who know little, But
the nature of these relics is so striking as to make the traveller
turn his gaze away from the objects before him, and interrogate
his individual thoughts, as to the purpose with which these
erections have been constructed. )

Sometimes, as in the case of the “stones” of Stonehenge, they
are made of the common stone of the district. Elsewhere they
consist of stones that have been brought from a distance, and
which are, to all intents and purposes, intruders on the soil. But
one thing is recognizable in most: the circle composed of pillars
of upright stone, accompanied in all cases by indications that spots
of blood have been put on the top of each pillar.

He who looks at the smaller circles of the hill tribes of India
may derive some definite conception of the object of these relics.
But it is only by an inspection of the remains which are found in
the Cheviot Hills among the  hut circles,” and which have been
identified with the relics of the ancient Britons, that we can really
appreciate the significance of what are, in fact, emblems of the
bloody sacrifices of our ancestors.

Many will ask at once “Who did this?” The Cicerone will
inevitably say “the Druids ;s orif he is a little more intelligent,
he may answer “the early Britons,” Such a reply reduces the
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interrogator at once to the lowest stage of imbecility, and he
remembers the days of his youth in the Cheviot Hills, when every
structure that existed and was noted by the enquirer was confi-
dently assigned either to Julius Casar or the Devil, History has
given us no record of Julius Casar ever having visited the Cheviots.

The Devil may have been there ; for aught we know, may be still
there. Yet, as this explanation does not satisfy the student, it
behoves him to look abroad, and see whether in the New World
we have not evidence that exactly explains the causes for the
erection of these structures. We find in this New World the stons
circle, as shown by E. G. Squier, and the pyramid, as evidences of
the former existence of a prehistoric civilisation. The pyramid
indicates of itself a great antiquity, and the Mexican sacrificial
pyramids were in all cases adjusted on the square, even as those
of Egypt or the Old World.

Mexico, and to a greater extent Central America, was the centre
of the customs of human sacrifice. The teocallis, or pyramids of
sacrifice, occupied the central position in every market-place, were
built of unburnt brick, and ascended by steps. The most impor-
tant had a space on the top, capable of containing ten men, and in
the midst was the stone of sacrifice, equalling the length and
breadth of a man’s stature, lying at full length. The people
assembled around the principal teocalli, while the king occupied
a similar pyramid, where he might contemplate the scene. After
proclamation by the high priest of the number to be sacrificed,
their quality, and the circumstances of the feast, the victim was
stretched on his back upon the fatal stone, and with dismal howls,
the priest compassed him about three times. Then, with a stone
knife, the sacrificing flamen cut open his body at the short ribs,
and tore out his heart. They then ate the victim’s flesh.* If he
was a prisoner taken in war, the hands and feet were given to the
king, the heart to the priest, the thighs to the nobility, and the rest
of the body to the people, who cooked and ate the varions parts with
much solemnity. If a slave, his body was burnt or buried. The
noblemen reared such victims from the earliest years, and they were
petted universally until the last moments. Although indulged with
every freedom, they rarely avoided their doom, by the simple means
allowed, that of declaring that their bodies were not chaste and
pure, -but, on the contrary, suffered death with delight in the
thought that such a fate took them straightway to their ancestors.
The heads were not eaten, but hung on trees, asin Mexico. Each
king, says Peter' Martyr, grows certain trees in a field near his
abode, which he calls by the name of each country in which he is
used to make war, and they hang the heads of slaughtered enemies
each on the tree of his nation, as our generals and captains fasten
helmets, colours, and such trophies to the walls of churches. One

* All this is from the reports and descriptions made by the Roman Catholic
Missionaries, who generally constituted themselves the historians of ancient
filxxco and Peru. Ten thousand years hence, the Christian Church herself
'i“ be accused of devouring the flesh and blood of the victims of the Holy
nquisition, and perhaps, of her God too, whom she will be accused of baving
put to death. 'TLis will be only inst Karma.~H. P. B.
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small idol, of which we are not told the name, was worshipped in a
different manner, but still with bloodshed. Upon this feast, which
took place once a year, the idol was raised aloft upon a spear, and
the priests carried it round in procession, dressed in various
uniforms. Some wore cotton surplices hung with long fringes
down to the ankle ; others narrow belts ; and others short coats of
white linen. At the edges of the fringe little bags hung down,
containing sharp knives of stone, and powder made of herbs and
coal. The laymen carried flags representing the idol they most
venerated. Thus singing, they went in procession, no man who
had legs to use being absent. On arrival at the sacred spot, the
eldest priest gave signal, upon which all the young men rushed
out from the ranks, and danced with martial cries. The earth
was then strewn with carpets and flowers, that the devil might not,
touch the ground, and the spear planted. With this began the
wildest riots. Dancing and raving, the men took out their stone
knives, and cut themselves on the tongue and other parts ’of the
body. With the blood so obtained, they daubed the idol’s lips
and throat, and each noble approaching gently with his head on
his shoulder, addressed his prayer and desires to the blood-stained
figure, after which the wounds were cured with the powder of
herbs and coal carried for that purpose.

Such was the Mexican civilization, and those travellers who,
like Mr. F. Boyle, or the present writer, have cut through the
primeval forest, have found on the banks of the River Mico, which
flows near to Livertad, and also on the island of Omotepe, in
Nicaragua, gigantic idols with the throats peculiarly finished, and
down whose stony gullets have poured the blood of innumerable
human victims. The existing Indian of Nicaragua preserves the
traditions of the human sacrifices of his forefathers. The old
tune that the sacrificers sung when about to immolate their victim
is still preserved to us, and is sung over the whole of Cendf,ral
America, and may be, pera.dven_bqrg, fpr all we knpw, the oldest
tune in the world.” Indeed the civilization of America was proba-
bly far more ancient than any of the old world ; for, its origin
dates to a time when the ancestors of the Mongols and Pert:iwa.ns
occupied whatis now the Pacific Ocean, where Easter Islan no“';‘
stands as the stepping stone between the two great c}vﬂxSﬁtlons of
antiquity :* China, in her majestic 1spla.tlon—Ameylc?é :ha.t lvcivas;
in reality, no New World to the geologists, who find in i Y eo eT
and most conclusive evidence regarding the thwk-skxam; :m}na._ s
of our Eocene age. Such beings as the rhinoceros and § ef a,pgl, in
fact, appear to be in reality types that have had Arz}erlgg or i eir
birthplace. It has been shown, on irrefragable scxelr{mu c a'.:n dro(i
pological evidence, that one common type of human sku T(;Ix_ er:; e
from north to south, along the ngh]andg of Amen't;i. 0 ;;I yp?
is much the same as, if even it is not identical lv:'l , ed' ongo
Chinese. Another type, widely separate from the prgcebhlng, is
found to occur, both in North and South America, in the com-

* Easter Island is a Lemurian relic, and this will be sho;‘n on good historis
cal and other authority in the * Secret Doctrine. ~H. P. B, .
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paratively low lands of the East. Such is the Indian of the United
States, of Brazil, who is found to exhibit more than a superficial
resemblance to the Western African negro. America presents
two types of man, which are separated from each other by the
slopes of the Rocky Mountains, and which are the remains left by
the populations of Atlantis and Lemuria in those ages when—as

Tennyson sings now—
...... rolls the deep where grew the tree ;
O earth ! what changes hast thou seen ;
There where the long strect roars has been
The stillness of the central sea.

Anthropology has slowly come to the conclusion that the races
of men may be far older than the continents in which they live.

1t must not be forgotten that the approximate effect of a depres-
sion of the land for 600 feet would entirely transform the physical
appearance of America. It would make the present valley of the
Amazon a great sea estuary, while that of the La Plata would be
in deep mid-ocean with the Highlands of the Brazil standing out
as islands to the east of the chain of the Cordilleras. The Rocky
Mountains a.nd‘Russia,n America, would still remain as represen-
tatives of America, and the present United States would be a series
of islets, with Hudson’s Bay having enlarged its borders and
formed a large sea. Greenland and the Arctic regions would alone
remain in their present aspect, but it is in the Pacific that the
action of that depression would be most striking. All the little
islands that stud that ocean with a series of coral reefs, about which
poets have sung and geologists speculated, would disappear. The
evidence of man ever having peopled these islands would have
entirely vanished. ’

The area of the Pacific is an area of depression. The wor
the coral insect may blind us to the fact th};t the land ha.sog::xf
steadily going down ever since the advent of man on the globe. If
we return to Easter Island, look at the curious features of the
statues,and compare them with those of the Diri and Wulwa Indians
of Nicaragua, we see that the same idea of the bloody sacrifice
was perpetuated in the two races. It is the same with the hill
tribes of India, where the head of every stone is marked with a
circle of blood; or in those races who have reached a more var-
nished condition of civilization, a blotch of red paint.

We now have to consider what causes can the thinking man
who cannot help being an anthropologist nolens volens, assign for
the distribution of similar customs, The saying of Abbé 'i‘royon
that “ all savages act identically, independent of time or place,”
is of limited application. It may be conceived that the idea of
sacrifice is present to all men. Mr. Herbert Spencer derives it
from the thoughts of the Australian, or negro. But it may be
accounted for on the theory that the early men, Androgynous,com-
prising within themselves all perfection, inheriting the attributes of
the gods, naturally felt a desire for sacrifice, and transmitted to
th%l‘;‘ descendants the same feeling.

e recognise that the desire for propitiation by the offering ba
to ;hi?i Deity such unclean elemengs als); blood hgd a higher g(i)cc:x:llz
signilicance.  For the blood corpuscles contained the organic
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factors that may have previously passed through the bodies of
many incarnations. The wild theories of the reincarnationists
overlay a certain substratum of truth. When people really see
that the ingestion of hcematoxylin into the blood corpuscles
affords the opportunity for the introduction into the prima vie of
the body of effete physiological elements that are the refuse of the
circulatory systems of the inferior animals, a better and more
rational diet will be adopted. When it is recognised that each
separate blood-corpuscle, under such conditions, is what the
spiritualists (who are sometimes right) would call a little devil on
its own account, breeding Bacteria and Tornle, the fusion of which
produces seven devils worse than the first, then, perhaps, many
may think that the prohibition of the old law-giver was wise to
abstain from blood, and from things strangled. For whenever an
animal has been asphyxiated the blood is congested and over-charged
with carbonic acid particles, and such germs of disease will
multiply enormously. When all this is realised mankind will revert
to the more simple diet of their forefathers fruges consumere nati.*
But the occult significance of that hcemophagy which becomes
py®mia, may be inferred from the fact that it is a violation of the
primitive ethics that should govern the desire of the individual
not to nourish his body upon effete and previously used matter.
Such a course is found, even on Mr. Darwin’s theory of Pangenesis,
to be what is virtually and actually a reabsorption of the previous
life-giving—or more often death-giving—elements in the bodies of
other animals. Such is the result that the ingestion of blood may
produce.

The old Saxons, who carried on the worship of Odin in the
most blood-thirsty manner, had the idea of preserving the blood
for separate use in the winter, not merely as an article of food, but
as the incarnation of the memory of their predecessors, which
might be offered to their deities. Even in the middle of the
nineteenth century, in the most nauseous forms of religiosity that
have been developed occasionally in our chief towns, it may be
noticed that the popular hymns which are sung by an excited
congregation are no longer a repetition of the sacred name of
Bacchus. No longer does the cry Evoke really repeat a reversed
Tetragrammaton and invoke an infinitely distant evil spirit, by the
Greek spelling of the Hebrew Chavah Yod ; an exact reversement
of the pentacle. In place of such cries, which, although they may
represent something like the thoughts of the Yezidis, or Devil-
worshippers, yet conveyed some definite idea of the thoughts of the
votary we have— _

‘ “ Oh come and praise the Lord with me!
Glory to the bleeding Lamb "t

# Only true so far as actually decaying meab or blood is concerned, and less
so with decaying vegetables and overripe fruit. These contain, owing to
having fermented, leicomains and ptomains, the potsonous alkaloids which
are fully treated in the “ Secret Doctrine.”—H. P. B.

t And another :

« There is & fountain filled with blood

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, ctc.”=H. P. B.
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The idea of blood-worship is perpetuated and stuck (somehow or
other) on to the Christian religion, and the result is that persons
who from their physical and mental calibre must be worshippers of
the impure, and might directly avow their faith as devil-worshippers
base their assumed alliance with the Christian faith on the theory of

their being “ saved” through the blood of Whom they do not define.’

As an anthropologist living amidst all the resources of civilisati

as Mr. Gladstone could call them when he had to apply th:;h:;:
have .been amused when the purest devil-worship has l;een
enunciated by the votaries of the *“ Blood,” possibly a matter which
it is not our business to discuss; non emim sciunt quod faciunt.
Probably the Salvationists that patrol our streets with a big drum
in the vanguard like Schamans calling on a devil with a drum
have no defined idea of the *“ Blood.” But by the inexorable law
of recompense, the scientific principle of atavism ; the divine law ;
Kismet, as Mahommedans ; Karma, as Hindoos ; Nemesis, as Greeks
may call it, they are, although they know it not themselves, repeating
in measured tones, and with stentorian voices the cry of an infernal
power : a stale invocation of Pagan rites.

“ Oh Blood !
o Save us!” : :

We are scarcely entitled in our nineteenth century to boast when
we perpetuate forms of devil-worship azainst which - gallant
Teutonic knights have fought in Lithuania; and which still exist
In many a quiet peasant’s house in Western Russia.* Directly
and emphatically the object of faith in the modern Salvation Army
is the Tchernoy, not the Bieloy Bog.t It is the Kercunnos of the
Greeks, it may be the Bes of the Egyptians; and as a Mongolian
or prehistoric layer in the midst of our Celtic and Anglo-Saxon
civilization, deserves the attention of all who are studying anthro-
pology, and consider the comparative science of religions one of its
chief sections. The idea of sacrifice is not merely dependent on
that of atonement, but rather of propitiation. The Azaz-El had

temporally the worst of the transaction. The idea of bloodshed -

appears to be concomitant with that of sacrifice, and assuming that
the early Hebrews had the pure idea of atonement (that is assogiated
with the thoughts of many religions, and to which we need not
further allude), we have side by side with this pure faith an impure,

carnal and sensual one, of which the bl ; U
of worship.t . s c e blood was the essential object

Here man is thrown by diabolical influence back on himself, and
taught to find no higher Deity than the “Blood.” The result
has been that the influence of the Tikkun is no longer bene-
ficent, man is thrown on himself, and in fact on his worst
objects of _adoration. He adores, not merely his own offal
but the débris of countless generations of past evil doers.

* Less so, however, than in other Roman Catholi iti
8 80, ho ) th « olic communities;
mp\éamon of “ Western” Russia, nota bene, is not Russian (w‘ll:iltlzl;e]:el:gl;:l;:
¢ Greek Church) but Polish, i. <., Roman Catholic—H. P. B. °
IOT) e ;;lgje t(DBEI:;.(:I{), ?qg Bieloy (white) Bog (god).
: o . -
aud half a dozen of :ngl‘.hg?rmslgemsy?’sﬁéo rlr)xa anl'a,thohc.. Ib'ls g?x o oge’
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What wonder can there be, if there is found deveioped a
principle of negation, and that the “ Geist der stets verneint” should
be found to be the object of adoration! This has been well
pointed out by F. H. Laing, who has shown that all religions
must rest on affirmative principles. Negations are evil, as no
result can take place from them. Negations that are accompanied
by veneration of débris are doubly injurious, as they repeat
not only the errors and sins of the individual, but also of
his predecessors. For this reason, the blood, as an object of
worship, naturally attracts around it all evil influences. In the
black magic of the middle ages the blood formed an important
element in the invocation of the devils who came back to earth to
devour what the lower forms of life feed upon. The Coprophagous
are not more highly organized than the Sarcophagous beetles, and
those lowly organisms that in the insect series repeat exactly the
moral and mental characters of the Mexican aborigines of the
times before Cortez and the modern Salvation Army, whose
vagaries amuse us now in England. But the probability is that
the present generation will little by little forget the teachings of
their ancestors, and ignore in every way that blood-worship is the
relic of an outworn creed, and may reproduce it, peradventure
under a quasi-Christian veneer, as the representation of their
idiotic faith in some event that may have occurred at some period
of history unknown to them. ‘
“Somebody told me that somebody said
That somebody heard that somebody read
In some newspaper you were somehow dead !”
Although we are unable to refer them to any particular race of
man, one fact is certain, whoever those men were who built
Abury and Stonehenge, and are alleged by a number of respect-
able writers to be the builders of Carnac in Brittany, they were
certainly blood sacrificers. Wherever a_hut circle or any other
form of stone circle exists, there was blood worship, or, as many
would call it, devil worship. The builders of the old circles did not
merely conceive the existence of the circle as adding in the for-
mation of an astronomical, or, it may have been, an astrological
diagram. They hung up the quivering victim against the stone
pillar ; dashed out his brains against it, and smeared the blood
on the top of the pillar. The sight must have been bizarre; and
would have reminded the observers of the spectacle that was once
exhibited on the Appian Way, of a large stone circle like that of
Abury, with a hundred prisoners, each mangled and bleeding,
attached to his separate pillar. A circuit of three miles of palpi-
tating corpses must have afforded the old pagans a greater spec-
tacle than ever was presented in the amphitheatre of Rome. We
recognize, therefore, in these rude stone monuments, not mergly
the relics of a Celtic race, who may or may not be identified with
the Druids about which too much has been said ; not merely the
relics of a race whose hill circles are to be found inIndia as in
Wales, but the philosophical, or theosophical, anthropologist will
recognise the remains as really showing evidence of a universal
faith, For whether we look in the valleys of Peshawur or the




































































































