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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTIL

[Family motto of the Maharajohs of Benares.]

THE HIGHER SELL.

: lo we find her
» study Nature tho more complex G 1 he,
IIE]l?nO(:‘ie:i igubg: This holds good on the higher Iilz'm_es of.
nntura{) qctivit)lf not less than on those ﬁxp]orled by I;zg:lf; p:ilan(:;l
i g : ocesses exp:
jons that we form of snpra-physical pr o
Sz(_)ftilrf@etlzgg Ii];]:e longer the mind dwells upon them'. Ourlgé'stﬂr‘l;)rt::ﬂ;
ot ',my such process, indeed, can hardly be mgli(tachréxgg S the
i form of a solid by examining one of its sides. The min
:not101n Z;Z;(tb(t):;n ﬁe 2nabled {0 hold all the al.;tmbutes of the solid 12
Ta‘y ,.;5 but géhdt achievement is only possible as the cgll‘:);eqllecr:;;
] fs '%larp’e development of first impressions, It'maly n(]) n?egg h.;g
cary [3 giscwr& those impressions, even after this develop ¢ h!),'vé
ﬁliinop]aée( but from the later standpoint t,hethﬂl be seen o h:
'Lriforded no,more than a crude view of the t’rut; . e or evolution
’ ‘On this principle the picture of the soul’s growth or ¢ {-,qbll n
pre%erited in “ Ksoteric Buddhism” appeartg to ;nnoy qllg((:é) ilt 31 o
add ' ' i i ng 1 i :
itional treatinent which, withont uprooti m;
:}a,lddlt'l(;n?‘binratoly esmblisbed’ in our minds, may exprm(} and slo)h;.hl}():
o ¢ g‘r"ehexi;xion of the course Nature a,‘ctna,lly pursues. e o}x)
app com}p' n:aw conceptions on this sub.]ectz however, it may (!)
bost o sumy the earlier view. This was briefly as follows ; and
bef}tﬁ?;';gl Eg "pu‘t forward now will be found to invalidato thab
not, _
w%‘i{e soul once lannched on the stream of ,e;rolufi.ion]ns .'1é :iurzgg
; : riods of physi g
individuali asses throngh alternate periods ysien
.1n(,11};11i|ial.]gst(?1?co. It passes from the one plane (or st 'vf[;gm, or
sP‘r(lliti((‘)n)“of Nature to the other under the guidance of |bsh Car ml(-:
ﬁ?!‘?nities, living in incarnation thc‘aﬂl.lfe“t]vhaltf 1::%1;{0:;1;m:f ;:'cﬂfs-
ained, moditying its progress within the limitations -
:{;rclgeéirlrr:{)eve{op%\g fresh Karma byfltts use; ‘?; h';}:?::l (l)ifre(;[mg:::lh
ibi spiritnal existence after each physic: fe ak
g};‘:ni}nt}(ﬁx;‘:r:;n: tl;:wj‘?:orr of Kama-loca for rest and refreshment,
H O !
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;?éluf‘zgstlneogr:zguall. ?bsorption into its essence,—as so much cosmic

gress,—of the life’s experience gained 4 ’ ‘

leb’l:]ls' say durlfng physical existence. ¢ on Harth,” or xather
iis view of the matter has no doubt

. : suggested

mfﬁ;i’;c‘zz to most students of the subject.gg'l‘h:s Eg:ngx:ronu:;ze}‘ "
at the transfer of consciousness from the Kama-loca It);o the

devachanic stage of this progression would necessarily be gradual. .

That in truth no hard i
vaa'[i‘eht,ies of spiritual conl('liti?)lrlx(.l fost lino anywhoro separates the
frommt;,hzve;itf'}:;e {)hysica,l condition is less hopelessly walled oft
Pegehio fac(r:];,il ual s]tgat'es than the first glance would suggest.
oychio faow es in living people make us familiar with the fact
o l;?;fg:lg? ll\}ziween the two conditions is possible.
; at ure X i
‘o 'g;lf?erent Borecptive [acu]f;?:sfuound us simultaneously and appeal
withol:t ca::;;)guebof inferences might be considerably amplified
ko thg r.ng ' eyond the circle of those which naturally grow
throngh su(}:)c ;:;?; Z c:lrllgeptxon that the evolution of Man proceeds
ro! v recurring phe i i i
splrfllt;uo%l tendencies are alternﬂtelgy; ]fre?lsoe;irllgng"hmh material a0
comeetom;nnl(l:{ugf ideas just dealt with, however, does not necessarily
como fo inch e a conception which now seems required to give
" view 0t f e whole process a truly nature-like aspect.
alrendy reffzre ?l ‘ijw departure from the clearly ascertained fact
already xet ;e o—that even during physical existence peoplo
la,neg 5;0 ic z?,culblgs remain in some way in connexion with Fhe
{,he : ;)n super-physical consciousness. We may also bear in mind
aspe%ts O%mena, of sleep and mesmeric conditions as showing that
aspects o (;:ons((inousness are possible for all of us independentl
of thos ml?o;:t?heby th: action of the senses. These phenomen{a
remain z r mysterious as long as we think of th i
;Irllgglt’natitzni,sa‘s stomethmg entirely immersed in its pllysic:I sgl?(:;,s:
ment S 1'1;) enough to say that though so immersed during
yakelnc » it may step out of the body during abnormal states
AF nothu ng‘; smoula)s functioning during abnormal states than the
by th;re s which during normal states functions within the
by 3, the ml:rglc;' “3“:{?5'3 rga.zqn why the disembodied soul should,
v isembo i ith hi
attﬁlbutes than 1t exercised beft)[:‘lcint)’ become invested with higher
disexl:ltb ?)1(11? ]Illnyitery begins to clear up if we think of the process of
Cortion of OG;I; t,tlai?) r‘e;t,urré f.zr llalfle lisoul to reunion with some higher
t s ributes of, itself w ich in fact never c into i
?vi‘z;(i)x?gacbo?:lslé and with ;vhi}::h it is quite impossible tlf;:le(afé::()fégcx;
g nsciousness of physical human bei i i
the materials of consci i O ant vons e
be'lconcerned. nsciousness supplied by the pbysical senses, to
'he processes of incarnation and .
processes of the return to spiritual li
zi?;fggg 2 l;g 13?(1@(11]113,@91{ de(aiscribed when we speaskpolf1 aﬂ? allltfe?r;ln;g
: e physical and spiritual planes, and thus pict ‘
:ﬁgl :t?l a corrl?plete entity, slipping alternzmteiy from ong cstl'::l?eﬂ;g
tho b}er.. he more correct definition of the process would
probably represent incarnation as taking place on this physical
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lane of Nature by reason of an efflux emanating from the soul,
rather than by a total transfer of the soul from the spiritnal to the
physical plane. The spiritual realm would be all the while the
proper habitat of the soul, which wonld never entirely quit it ; and
that non-materialisable portion of the soul which abides permanently
on the spiritual plane may fitly, perhaps, be spoken of as the
Higher Self.
One great comfort to the understanding afforded at the ontset
by this idea is that we escape from the embarrassment of having
to think of the whole complete soul of a highly advanced human
creature as inhabiting the very unsuitable body of a child. Un-
satisfactory as that conception would appear, it was always impos-
sible to imagine, in filling up the details of the re-incarnation theory,
that the young child could be born first, and so to say ensouled
afterwards. From the earlicst beginnings the new child and the soul
to which it might bo destined to give incarnation, were clearly already
in union. But it was deeply repugnant to the understanding
to suppose the greater included in the less. The conception
with which we are now dealing harmonizes with the fitness of things
and with the analogies of Nature. Thesoul on the spiritual plane,
ripe for re-incarnation, takes note as it were of tho newly germinat-
whose physical associations and destiny render it

ing humnan being
the most appropriate physical habitation the soul can find. Of
in tho matter. The

course there is no conscious, deliberate selection i

Karmic affinities of the case constitute a line of least registance
along which the soul throws out a magnetic shoot into the objective
world, just as a root germinating in the earth throws out through
that portion of the ground which most readily gives way . beforo it
the first slender blade of green growth which makes its appearance
at the surface.

Along that magnetic fibre—itself no doubt growing in vigour
simultaneously with the growth of the child—the psychic entity
flows into the child’s body by degrees.

This view, it will be seen, corresponds with a statement that has

sometimes been made in Theosophical writing to the effect that a

child does not acquire its sixth principle, or become 2 morally res-

onsible being capable of generating Karma, until seven years old.
1f it dies before that time the soul simply sprouts in another place.
1t is still a complete soul, on the spiritual plane, with growth

energy fermenting within it. 1t has never passed into the dead
jntant in any true sense of the term. It had simply begun to

animate the infant; a process which, by the hypothesis, has been
arrosted almost as soon as begun. But if the child does not die,
but advances to maturity as & physical being, more and more of tho

Higher Self passes into its organisation, till at last the Higher Scif

is, as it were, drained of —we cannot tell exactly of how much, but
perhaps of the greater part of—its consciousness. '

None the less, even when the soul is thus agnin fully manifesting
on the physical plane, does the Higher Self still remain a conscious
gpiritual ego on the corresponding plane of Nature, with greater or
less capacity, according to the nature of its own Karmic clements in
incarnation, for communion ith its own physical brain. People with
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psychic faculties niny indeed perceive this Higher Self through

their finer senses from time to time, and yet may not, in the present

state of occult knowledge in the world at ldrge, Tealise at once that
they are as it were beholding the othér end of that curve through
space which constitutes their complete entity.

As the Higher Self would, by the hypothesis, begenertiting thoughts
of a kind that had not fully passed into incarnation, there might seem
to be a distinct interchange of ideas between the higher and lower
selves as though two persons were tonversing. In ilier cdses whers
the incarnate man would riot have faculties endbling him to cognize
his Higher Self as an objective being, he might nevertlieldss receive
impulses from its thoight from time to time, which would be des-
cribed as the voice of conscience prompting hii to do this or that.

The theory we are consideting harinonizes very well with the treat:
ment of this, in which we live, as a phenomenal world of illusion—
the spiritual planes of Nature being ofi the olhef hand the
noumenal world, or pline of rehlity. That region of Nature in
which, so to speak, the périianent soul is rooted, is more real
than that in which its transitory blossoms dppear for 4 brief $pace,
to wither and fall to pieces, while the plant recovers energy for
sending forth a fresh flower. Supposinig flowers only were percepti-
ble to ordinary senses, and their roots éxisted ih & stete of Naturo
intangible and invisible to s, philosophers in such & wdrld who
divined that there were such things as roots in reality would be
apt to say of the flowers,—these are not the resl plants; they are

of no relative importdnce, merely illusivé phenoinena of the mo-
ment, .

The Higher Self Qoctrine is also recommended by its torrespon-
dencé with that in-Lreathing and out-breathing of Brahit which
symbolizes natural operation on the macrocosmic scale, and which

herefore probably fits in likewise with the microcosmic scale,
Physical incdrnation is the out-breathing of the soul ; the desth of
the body is,—or rather is associated with,—its in-breathing, and to
some extenb it looks réasonable t6 suppose that the still more
familiar analogies of ddy and night—of sléeping tind wakiog—find
their place in the systen we are contemplating. For during the
nightly trances of the body it {s more than possible that the High-
er Self recovers a wakéfulness which is partially in suspense during
the full activity of the body ; consciousness may turn to, and away
from, the spiritnal state by alternate processes of sleeping and
waking, éven within the limits of that grander alternation which
has to do with the periodic transfer 6f the whole Karmic soul from
spirit to matter at birth and death. ‘
.. The Karmié progress of the soul as depicted by the simple concep-
tion of its passage as a complete entity backwards and forwards

etween the planés of spirit and matter, is in fio way interfered with
b{ the permanent existence of the Higher Self on thé dévachani¢
plane. Nor need we regard this Higher Self asin any way
conflicting with the personality in incarnation, desirous of retaining
hatt personality in states of existence after death, and shrinking
from the loss or mergence of that personality in any other conscious-
ness as equivalent to annibilation.
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The Higher Self may be regarded as dbthibating t?ie {eﬁrth[f
personality with very different degrees of completeness.lp different
people, and this consideration will show that personalities deeply
attached to thbmgelves would representsouls in which the Karmic
elements were largely in the ascendant: ‘The reunion of higher
and lower selves in such tdses, after death, would probably mean
the saturation of the higher by the lower; in a commanding degree:
But in truth after a soul has just beeti gding through a comp!ete
span of earthly life the Karinic elements ¢an hardly fail, 6h reunion,
to have so much to dd with the completely restqred consciousness
as to colour the compound, so to speak; for the time being:

And this infusion of the last personality through the Higher
Self, or saturation of the Higher Self therewith, fully meets the
necessity of personal survival after death, both as an abstract
requirement of justice and common ' sense, and as a part of our
primary conception of the Esoteric Doctrines. Weshall be, in the
devachanic condition, in no sense less ours’elveg _for feelmg'our
personality expanded by the large superaddition of spiritual
tonsciousness ; and the gradual reassertion of the supremacy of
the spiritual consciousness will constitute the fading out of the
personality, which is either dreaded orlonged for by people in the
flesh according to the degrees of their psychic advm'ncemenit, ; but
will probably be no more a source of regret to the Higher Self in
its actudl océurrénce than,—on our poor plane of physical analo:
gies,—the digestion of the day’s dinner is a subject of regret to a
healthy man &t night. That dinner has; played its part in the
nutrition, of the body; at the time of its consumption perhaps
it may have béen a source of some bransitory pleasuro in itself ;
but absorbed into the body; it is merely so much renewed strength
and health. So with the personality and the “Hi%er Self 'which
digests it. We need not push the analogy too far, but it is quite
clear that the conversion of those specific experiences of a life just
passed, which constitute its pers‘fjnah.ty; into so much cosmie
progress for the Higher Self—which is the ultimate motive, so
to speak, with which those experiences have been incurred,—is a
process which while it goes on constitutes a prolonged preservation
of identity for the personality itself, and one which only yields to
the conscious pre-eminence of the Higher Self’s. identity,—inextri=
cably blénded with that of the earthly personality,~when the two
are fully tnited.

From the last phase of éur conéeption, which shows s the
Higher S¢lf absorbing the experiences of each life-time in turn,
we can readily infer that if it grows on that plane by the successive
processes of such absorption, a prévious condition in which its
developmént was much less advanced than when it is already in
the mid stream of evolution, is tacitly implied. At earlier stages
of its career, when it may have accomplished but a few human
‘incarnations, it will in fict have existed on the spiritual plane as
‘a Higher Self in character or quality, but in a very undeveloped
‘condition—with a very much less inténsity of consciousness. In
Yoint of fact there must, in one or some of their aspects, be as much


















































































































