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BOOKS RECEIVED,

A Lrerore ox TiE CnrisTian ANp Hixnu Doctrines oF CREATION, by
Cit. VenkarscHatad PaNtunu Garv, Masulipatam, 1889.—This is an
attempt to prove that the world was made out of nothing by a personal
God, and that this theory is & much more reasonable supposition than
those on which Hindu philosophy is founded. The author proclaims
himself on the cover a Christian convert.

Was SWEDENBORG A Tugosorlist, oy J. L. Wirniams, published by Janmes
Seeers, London, 1889..——This little fifty four-page, 12mo. is anattempt
to disprove the thesis that Swedenborg was a Theosophist. It isclearly
and forcibly written, and the writer is evidently very well up in his
Swedenborg. He does not seem to be as well informed about Theosophy,
however, and so long as he remains so fanatical an adherent as he
evidently is of Swedenborg as interpreted by himself it is probable he
will be mentally unable to do justice to any other system, however much
he may desire to be impartial.

A Hanp-poox oF Temreraxce. Edited and published by a Member of
the Calcutta Band of Hope: Calcutta, 1889. —As its name implies, this
little book gives a mass of information about the temperance movement
and the evils of drink. It is written in Bengali, and will no doubt do
much good among those who are ignorant of the English language.

Tue AstraL Licur, by Nizide Theosophical Pub. Co. Lim. London,
1889, half 8vo, p. 181.—Nizida is a well known contributor to Theoso-
phical and Spiritualistic periodicals, and being clairvoyante, is entitled
to speak with some authority on the subject of the astral world. Tn
this little treatise Nizida does not give us a description of that world,
but goes in for philosophizing, as the subtitle of the work indicates:
“An Attempted Exposition of Certain Occult Principles in Nature

“with some Remarks upon Modern Spiritism.”

ADDRESSES DELIVERED BEFORE THE LioNDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE during
the years 1884 to 1888. Published by the authority of the Council.
Demi 8vo, London, 1839.—These addresses aré reprinted fromn Light and
form a valuable contribution to the Light literaturve of Spiritlm'lism,-—
there being always a soupcon of after-dinner speechiness in addresses
of this kind,—a flavour of self-congratulation and mutual admiration
which, however serious the subject and able the speakers, seems some-
how to warrant the application of the name “light literature” to them.
‘We cordially recommend this little book to those who wish to know the
leading ideas of some of the leading minds in modern Spiritualismn.

Cax 17 BE Love P by Wu. C. Ervox Serieant; London. Theos. Pub.

“Co. Lim. 1689, pp. 79.—This is not a novel, but a little treatise on a big

subjeet, as its subtitle indicates : ““ A Sugygestive Inquiry into the Nature
of Something, which the World admits yet cannot recognize ; being a Legacy
from the Living {o the Dying.” The author writes vigorously always,
and, as a rule, gives the reader more paradoxes to the page than any
other writer we know of, which is a great point in his favour for those
who delight in getting into a state of spirituo-intellectual obfuscation.
Liove, of course, is the * Something” which underlies the whole ereation,
and acconnts for all the pain, misery, callousness and carnage we every-
where behold.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares. ]

TEARING OFF THE “ SHEEP'S CLOTHING.”*

WESLEYAN publication, entitled The Ceylon Friend, pub-

g lished in Colombo, contains an article in its issue for Novem-
ber 1889, entitled “ What is the object of the Theosophical Society ?”’
in which are some misconceptions, more mis-statements, and a -
general amount of unfairness, that show

“ The rarity
Of Christian Charity,”

when the missionary thinks he can stab an opponent in the back.

The writer says that, as one of the objects for which the Theoso-
phical Society was founded, is to form a nucleus of a Universal
Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction of race, creed, sex,
caste or color, ““ the founder of this Society must be either remark-
ably ignorant of the world’s history or remarkably andacious.”
Again, he says :— The ideas of the unity of the human race and
the equality of all men spring up in the train of Christianity ; and
grow stronger as the teaching of Christ is more widely known and
more fully obeyed.” And again, that the founder of the Theosophi-
cal Society ““must be aware that the ground is occupied,” here
speaking of forming a society for the purpose of securing a fuller
feeling of brotherhood.

* This powerful defence of our position was gent to the Editor in the shape of a
letter, headed : © The Theosophical Society and tho Ceylon Friend.”” We have
taken the liberty of altering the title to a more general one, and inscrting the
communication as an article, Were the Rev. Triggs and the Ceylon Friend consi-
dered in any other light than as pegs upon which to hang an argument, they would
appear to have an importance which they by no means possess. Dealt with ina
““ Letter to the Editor,” they would assume that importance ; whereas, their names
occurring in an article, as samples of their class, leaves their obvious insiguificance
wndisturbed. Moreover the intrinsic merit of the article fully warrants its pro~
motion from the “ Correspondence” to the «“ Text,”-- Ed,
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Let uns examine Christianity in some of its fraternal workings,
and for this purpose take, not the statements of its enemies, but
the testimony of its friends. The New York Sun is a Christian
paper, owned and edited by a Christian, and it thus holds forth :—
“ And yet one Church Society is erecting a cathedral to cost seven
millions of dollars. The Rev. Doctor Dix, pastor of Trinity Church,
receives doliars 20,000 per year for preaching the gospel. His
Church Society owns several millions of dollars worth of brick
blocks and other business property. A few years ago when this
Lewes organized his Female Temperance Crusade, it was found
that forty saloons and gambling dens were renting Trinity
Church property, and this property was all exempt from tax-
ation. Forty thousand women at the point of starvation must
embrace vice, apply for charity or starve! What are such ¢ Chris-
tians’ as Rev. Dix doing to help those girls? Not much we fear.”

Elizabeth Stuart Phelps (a Christian) writes in the Forum of
May 1889 (a Christian periodical) as follows:—“ Bigotry may be
called the ecclesiastical vice, as worldliness in the personal one of
the Christian cultus. Shelley and Leigh Hunt, talking together
in their light, literary way, made this memorable concession to
Christianity : ¢ What might not this religion do, if it relied on
charity, not on creed ?” The worst of it is that the progress of
time which, after all, does something for most of us in most
respects, does not seem to have advanced us radically in this.......
There is no doubt that young men of the finer education and
most original disposition of thought are warned out of our pulpits
to-day by the theological torture chamber through which a virile
conscience must pass before the authority of his Church is laid
upon the longing soul, yearning to preach the gospel of love to
men. Robert Ingersoll is the direct descendant of the West-
minster Catechism. ¢Brethren,” cried Cromwell to the framers of
that moral rack, ‘I beseech you in the bowels of the Lord,
believe it possible you may be mistaken.” Sexton Williams has let
fly a fiery winged truth; and the girl reporter who found berself
welcomed by only five New York Churches, although employed in
the service of the newspapers rather than the Lord, has put her
shabbily gloved finger upon the spot where the tuberculosis, of
our religious system sets in.”

A short time since, a Mr. Wishard, an emissary of the Young
Men’s Christian Association of America, visited Ceylon and was
gushed and slabbered over in the most fraternal Christian man-
ner. Did he tell his hearers and admirers that in that same
Young Men’s Association in America a negro Christian was not
admitted to membership? Not he! Yet such is the fact. Did he
tell his brothers in the Lord that if a negro, no matter what his
position, his intellectual or moral status, went into any white
Christian Church in America, he would be relegated to an obscure
or back seat, amongst the charity crowd, if admitted at all ? Not
he. Yet, again, I am stating a fact well known to every church-
goer in that country.

During the year 1889 the Diocesan Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church of South Carolina mgt in Charleston, 8. C.
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There was present one regularly ordained negro clergyman, pre-
senut by virtue of his position. The white clergyman and lay
delegates absolutely refused to sit in the convention with him and
left the Church in a body.

. In Nashville, Tennessee, a Baptist minister named Graves pub-
lished a book in which he proved from the Bible that the negro
was a soulless animal. It was on the Christian Bible that the
curse of human slavery was founded, and for years upheld in that
country until wiped out with a nation’s blood. It is also a fact to
which T challenge truthful contradiction, that in no Christian
Church in a former slave state in America will a negro be permit-
ted to partake of the sacramental wine from the same cup with
white Christians, nor will any white Christian go to a negro
Church and partake with its members.

Says the Rev. De Witt Talmage, an orthodox Christian minis-
ter :—* Unless the Church of Jesus-Christ rises up, proves the
friend of the people as well as the friend of God, and in sympathy
with the great masses, who with their families at their backs
are fighting this battle for bread, the Church as at persent organ-
ized will become a defunct institution.”

So far we have not as yet found any very conclusive evidence
of fraternal affection that would be considered overwhelming ;
but perhaps we will fare better in Christian England.

From a private letter quoted in a late number of Lucifer, the
following extract is taken :—“ A lady brought me yesterday a big
hamper of wild flowers. I thought some of my East End family
had a better right to it than I, and so I took it down to a very
poor school in Whitechapel this morning. You should have secn
the pallid little faces brighten! Thence I went to pay for some
dinners at a little cookshop for some children. It was in a back
street, narrow, full of jostling people ; stench indescribable, from
fish, meat and other comestibles, all reeking in a sun that, in
Whitechapel, festers instead of purifying. Indescribable meat pies
at 1d., loathsome lumps of ‘ food,” and swarms of flies ; a very altar
of Beelzebub ! Allabout, babies on the prowl for scraps; one, with
the face of an angel, gathering up cherry-stones as a light and
nutricious form of diet.”

Is it unfair to suggest that but little Christian brotherhoqd exists
where a ‘“ Whitechapel” can hold its sway ?

From the Women’s Union Journal we take the following list of
prices paid for women’s work in London :—

Making paper bags—44d. to 53d. a thousand ; earn from 5s. to
9s. a week.

Making knapsacks—384d. each ; average 10s. a week.

Buttonholes (various deponents)—j}d. for seven; 6d. for twenty~
four; 34d. a dozen ; 34d. for three dozen in shirts; makes 8s. a
week.

Shirts—2d. each and find own cotton; can get six a day dong
from 6 A. m. to 11 p. m. )

Button-maker (girl of 16)—2s. for100 gross, lathe-work with chest,

Book-folding~2}d, per gross, B rwork withehest,
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Sack sewing—0d. for 25 ; 8d. to 1s. 6d. per 100 ; Gd. per dozen
(smaller size) ; makes 1s. to 1s, 6d. per day, 7s. per week.

Carpet bag making—38s. a week.

Pill box making—1s. for 36 gross, can make 1s. 3d. per day,

Cork branding—~6s. a week.

Tobacco spinner—7s. a week. :

Shirt finishing—3d. to 4d. a dozen.

Whip making—1s. a dozen ; can do 1 doz. a day.»

If this is a sample of the brotherhood of man which permeates
a Christian country, the less of it the better. A protest we sce
is now being made in the Australian papers that the brothels
of other countries are being recruited there ;—perhaps it is this
particular phase of Christian brotherhood that Mr. Triggs refers
to in his diatribe. , ‘

“It’s not the rents I look to,” said the undertaker landlord of
a wretched tenement block in London to Octavia Hill, “it’s the
deaths I get out of the houses.”

In the last October number of the Edinburgh Review is an
article on Africa. Full justice is done therein to the horrible
situation of affairs, the slave-trade being rendered possible by the
guns and ammunition supplied to the Arabs by Christian govern-
ments and agents ; and it is but a few weeks since that a Bishop
of the Church of England said in a public discourse that all that
was known of Christianity in that benighted country was that it
was indissolubly connected with whiskey.

In “ England’s War,” p. 491, by J. A. Frounde, we read :—* There
was a time when drunkenness was as rare in England as it is now
in France or Spain. A hundred millions a year are now spent
among us upon wine and spirits and malt liquor, five-sixths of it
perhaps by the working-men upon stuff called beer and gin. The

. artizan or the journeyman, exhausted by the gas-poisoned air with
which his lungs are loaded, and shrinking, when his day’s work
is over, from the stifling chamber which isall that society can afford
as lodging for him and his family, turns aside as he goes home to the
pot-house or the gin-palace. His watered beer is raised to double
strength again by nux-vomica and Cocculus Indicus, and salted to
make his thirst insatiable. His gin is yet some viler mixture—
a minimum of pure spirit seasoned with white vitriol and oil of
cinnamon and cayenne. Drunk, and with empty pockets, he
staggers home at last to his wife, who must feed and clothe herself
and him and his miserable family with the few shillings which she
can reserve out of his weekly wages. She too often enough grows
desperate and takes to drinking also. The result is that half the
children born in England die before they are five years old. It is
found that the milk supplied to the London Workhouse for the
pauper children is shamefully watered. An honorable member
speaks of it in the House of Commons as an ¢ exposure’ and calls
for an enquiry. Mr. Stansfield, speaking for the Ministry, com-
plains of ‘ exposure’ as too hard a word, and denies that watered milk

* Our Indian readers must remember that owing to the great expenso of tho
poorest kind of living in England, these sums represent, perhaps, one-third of their
exchange value in Rupees,—spent for the neccsgaries of a worker's life hore,—Ed.
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is adulterated, becanse water is not a deleterious substance. It is
true that pure milk is to children a necessary of life, and those
who are not supplied with it die. Such a death, however, is of
course natural, and the parish is relieved of the expense.”

As a specimen of the brotherly love that always follows the spread
of Christianity, the foregoing extracts are recommended to Mr.
'I'riggs. Or perhaps the following, being more in his professional
line, will prove acceptable in a greater degree.

“The I'rinitarian denounces the Unitarian and the Unitarian
the Trinitarian : and both unite in condemning the Roman Catholic.

“The Armenians donounce the Calvinist’s views as a system con-
sisting of human creatures without liberty, doctrine without sense,
faith without reason, and a God without mercy. (Archdeacon
Jortin).

“The Calvinists, on the other hand, represent Armenianism as
¢ delusive, dangerous, and ruinous to immortal souls,” (Close’s Ser-
mons) and the Unitarians declare them both ¢ to be a mischievous
compound of impiety and idolatry.” (Discourse on Priestly).

““ Again Archbishop Magee denounces the Unitarian system as
embracing the most daring impieties that ever disgraced the name
of Christianity ; and declares, that ¢ if Unitarianism be well-found-
ed, Christianity must be an imposture.’ :

“ All sects join in denouncing the Wesleyans, ‘as misled fanatics,
alienated from all knowledge of the true God.” (Divine Truth).

“The Church of England denounces the whole body of dissenters
‘as accursed, devoted to the devil, and separated from Christ,’
(Canon V., vii) and the Bishop of London (Letters on Dissent)
“declared the dissenters to be actuated by the devil, with the
curse of God resting heavily on them all.’

“The dissenters are not slow in retaliating on the Church of
England, declaring it to be ‘an obstacle to the progress of truth,
and that its end is wost devoutly to be wished for by every lover

of God and man !’ (Christian Observer).

““The Roman Catholics declare their Church to be ‘the only true
one,” and all other sects join in denouncing her to be ¢ the scarlet
whore of Babylon,” and a ‘ combination of idolatry, blasphemy and
devilism.” (Cun’s ¢ Apostacy’). Whilst the Roman Catholics retort
on the whole body of Protestants of every sect and description,
consign them to eternal damnation as heretics and schismatics,
and their clergy, designated as ¢ thieves and ministers of the devil.”
(Rhetms, Test.)” :

Mr. Triggs certainly belicves in the inspiration of the Bible.
Will he tell us what he thinks of the 109th Psalm as a specimen
of fraternallove ? Looking carefully and impartially at the fore-
going facts, we will certainly not be deemed captious if we de-
cline to have anything to do with such specimens of fraternal
affection, or the source from which they sprang. If this is all the
Christian Church can show as the result of over eighteen centuries
of work in this field, it is neither “ audacious” to try and supple-
ment it, nor do we think it unfraternal to condemn it as a most
lamentable failure. But no matter whether a failure or a success,
the writer’s assertion thgt the field is occupied and that no one
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outside the Christian pale has any right to organize in favour of,
or practise, brotherly love, is certainly most extraordinary and
may well cause us serious thought.

Mr. Triggs tells us that on opening a copy of tho Theoso-
phist he saw some ‘ Information to strangers” which he read;
and then goes on to say “we read it is necessary to keep the
idea of the Brotherhood of Man mentally indistinct. Itis as a
diffused sentiment only that the idea of Brotherhood can by any
possibility penetrate the dark and distant places the world of
to-day.’” Now it is but a fair inference that the above quotation
is taken from the ‘‘ Information to strangers,” which Mr. Triggs
declares he was seeking, but on an examination of the Journal in
question, I find it taken from an article in the body of the Magazine.
In the “information” we do read :—* The Theosophist is private
property, but under the Revised Rules it is the organ of the
Society for the publication of official news. For anytht:zg else the
Society is not responsible.” (The italics are mine.—C. ¥. P.).

Instead of stating this, Mr. T'riggs, with a disingenuousness un-
worthy of one who is speaking in the name of fraternal love, leaves
his readers to infer that his quotation is an official utterance.

So far as the writer of this article is concerned, he believes that
the idea of the Brotherhood of Man should be kept mentally
distinct ; as for its sentiment being diffused,—he believes that the
more and farther it is diffused the better for mankind. Every
member of the T. S. is bound by virtue of his membership to
assist in its diffusion as far as lies in his power or ability to do so;
if he fzils to do so, he fails in just so much of doing his duty. )

As a good sample of special pleading we offer the following
morceau :—‘“ Give up the central belief in a Creator and we be-
come nothing more than mere mechanical results of the out-work-
ing of blind natural forces—chance products. Where then is the
ground for brotherhood ?” ) .

The writer does not believe in Mr. Triggs’ *“ Creation” nor in
““ special providences,” nor yet in * blind natural forces.” It is
possible to be godly though godless. Disbelief in a personal god
does not necessitate beliet in ““ blind nature forces.” ) )

The Deity the writer believes in “is neither in a paradise nor in
a particular tree, building nor mountain: it is everywhere, in
every atom of the visible as of the invisible Cosmos, in, over, and
around every invisible atom and divisible molecule ; for IT is the
mysterious power of evolution and involution, the omnipresent,
omnipotent and even omniscient creative potentiality.” (See “Key
to Theosophy,” pp. 61, et seq). Believing then that the “ Universe
and all therein are one with the absolute Unity, the unknowable
deific essence,” from which all thatis has emanated, and with which
allis therefore indissolubly united, he thinks in all humility that his
belief offers a more legitimate and far safer foundation on which
to rear an organization for the diffusion of brotherly love than
what Mr. Triggs offers. Nay, it is the only one. ) )

The history of the Christian Church has been one long sickening
record of rapine and bloodshed,—for the love of God (!) ; and if the
sentiments recently expressed in the Ceylon Friend are those
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held by Mr. Triggs and his confréres, surely the Wesleyan Mission-
aries in Ceylon must regret their inability to inaugurate the reign
ot steel and faggot there to-day.

No!the field is mot occupied by Christianity now, or by any
other creed; nor will Mr. 'I'riggs’ claim to a special patent on
“ brotherhood” be conceded by any one—Ileast of all by the Theoso-
phical Society. There can never be too many organizations for the
diffusion of that sentiment, “ audacious” though it may seem,
nor can its diffusion be confined to any close corporation.

Such a brotherhood would not be a true one, nor universal ;
those qualities alone being found in an organization, whether the
Theosophist Society or any other—that embraces all mankind
without any distinction whatever of race, nation, creed, sex or
color. With such an aim and keeping mentally distinct the motto
of our Society, THERE 15 No RELIGION HIGHER THAN TrutH, we can go
on serenely conscious that the machinations and mis-representa-
tions of all the world, especially of the genus Triggs, can never
prevail agaiost it.

As for the founders of the Theosophical Society, any defence on

my part would be an impertinence ; but for their representatives,
Col. Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, I would say to this missionary
that the record of their connection with the Theosophical Society
nas been an unbroken one of continual self-sacrifice for others,
of a self-abnegation and self-forgetfulness for the weal of their
brother men, that might have deterred anyone not totally oblivious
of moral heroism from trying to slander and belittle them. “ Truth
is mighty and shall prevail.” If the clergy were possessed of that
spirit of divine charity which they would have us believe the
special property of their creed, and of which they should be a
channel as ministers of the gospel, they could much better show
it by trying to do justice to the motives of those whose every
breath is drawn in the interests of others,—who believe in Altruism
as the one truth, and who try humbly, earnestly, and faithfully,
to make it the guide of their lives.

Caarres Francis Poweis, F. T. S.

SARVASARO-UPANISHAD' OF KRISHNA-YAJUR-VEDA.
Translated by the Kumbakonam T. 8.

(N. B.—In the original all the questions are given together first and then all the
answers. But the following arrangement is adopted to facilitate reference.)

(1) Q. ~ ~ HAT is the nature of Bhanda (bondage) ?

A. The Atma falsely perceiving the body and others which are
not Atma to be itself and identifying itself with them—this identifi-
cation forms the bondage of Atma.

(2) Q. What is Moksha (emancipation) ?

A. The freedom from it (bondage) is Moksha.

(3) Q. What is Avidya (ne-science) ?

A. That which cauges this identification is Avidya,

(4) Q- What is Vidya (knowledge) ?

(1.) This Upanishad will form a glossary of some of the Vedantic terme.
























































































