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giving the book its title. No words of mine can adequately plac:
before you the merits of these truly Theosophic essays, or give you any
just idea of the wide view of “men and things” taken by the gifted
writer. In the last essay contained in the book (* Defence of Crimi-
nals”), I find such a wealth of occult thought, that the only difficulty
is to refrain from giving you the entire essay verbatim! The following
extracts will, however, prove sufficiently the reality of the spread of occult
truths in the West-and the fact that they take root, and multiply
exceeding abundantly, in minds whose inner growth has brought them
to the stage where they are prepared to receive them with profit, not
only to themselves, but to the world at large.

Touching Consciousness, our author says :—

““We actually every day perform and exhibit miracles which the mental part
of us is utterly powerless to grapple with. Yet the solution, the intelligent
solution and understanding of them, ¢s in us; only it involves a higher order
of consciousness than we usually deal with—a consciousness possibly which
includes and transcends the ego and the non-ego, and so can envisage both at
the same time and equally—a fourth dimensional consciousness to whose gaze
the interiors of solid bodies are exposed like mere surfaces—a consciousness to
whose perception some usual antithesis like cause and effect, matter and spirit,
past and future, simply do not exist. I say these higher orders of con-
. sciousness are in us waiting for their evolution ; and, until they evolve, we are

powerless really to uuderstand anything of the world around us.” AndI
‘will conclude by giving you a hint of the line, Carpenter takes, in the essay
entitled, ¢ Modern Science—a Criticism.” “...... Similarly with other genera-
lities of science; the ‘law’ of the Conservation of Energy, the ‘law’
of the Survival of the Fittest—the more you think about them, the
less possible is it to give any really intelligible sense to them. The very
word Fittest really begs the question which is under consideration, and
the whole Consérvation law is merely an attenuation of the already much
‘attennated ‘law’ of Gravitation. The chemical elements themselves are
‘nothing but the projection on the external world of concepts consisting of
three or four attributes each: they are not more real, but very much less
real than the individual objects which they are supposed to account for ; and
their ‘ elementary’ character is merely fictional......... The whole process of
science and the Comtian classification of its branches—regarded thus as
an attempt to explain man by mechanics—is a huge vicious circle. It pro-
fesses to start with something simple, exact, and invariable, and from this
‘point to mount step by step till it comes to man himself; but indeed it starts
with man. It plants itself on sensations low down (mass, motion, etc.) and
endeavours by means of them to explain sensation high up, which reminds
-one of nothing so much as that process vulgarly described as ¢ climbing up a
ladder to comb your hair’...... Some day perhaps, when all this showy vesture
of scientific theory (which has this peculiarity that only the learned can see
it) has been quasi-completed, and humanity is expected to walk solemnly
forth in its new garment for all the world to admire—as in Anderson’s story
of the Emperor’s New Clothes—some little child standing on a door-step will
“cry out : ‘ But he has got nothing on at all,’ and amid some confusion 1t will
be seen that the child is right.”
A. L. C.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

“ LOOKING BACKWARD,” AND THE SOCIALIST
MOVEMENT. ‘

OCIALISM! With what varied and conflicting associations is
this much-abused term fraught. To the votary of fashion, to
an ill-read and complacent bourgeoisie, to the sleekly optimistic
capitalist and others of that ilk, it suggests nothing short of a general
social collapse. It is redolent of the pétroleuse, prophetic of ¢ red
fuin and the breaking up of laws.’ In the eyes of the orthodox
political economist it represents simply a blundering attempt to
solve the great industrial problem, a laudable but faulty project
of reconciling the long contending parties marshalled under the
banners of Labour and Capital. To tho individualist again—
and in this category must be comprised representatives of such
diverse political schools as Mr. Auberon Herbert and Mr. Benja-
min Tucker, the anarchist—it appears to sanction an unwarrantable
interference withthe liberty of the individual. Other objectors apart,
a large majority of men of science, together with the élite of
modern philosophers headed by Mr. Herbert Spencer, regard it as
subversive of the basic condition of Evoiution—the natural selection
of the fittest in the struggle for existence. Despite,” however, all
opposition, penal laws directed against its advocates, the passive.
selfishness of the aristocratic and middle cldsses, the bias o.f inter-.
ested critios,and the honest scorn of the ‘best economic thought,’ the
Socialist ideal is in all quarters winning the hearts of the European
masses, And not alone thé masses.” In almost every community,
thinkers of unquestioned depth and candonr join with the workers:
in picturing the Utopia that is to result from the coming recomn~
struction of society. Thus it has come to pass that we find one out- -
of every five German electors a socialist, while the stream of popular
opinion in Italy, France, England, and the United States is rapidly
veering in this direction. Truly a surprising change has within
recent years ¢ come o’er the spirit’ of the dream of Western politics.
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It may not unreasonably be thought that some excuse onght to be
forthcoming for introducing so moot a social question into these
avowedly neutral pages, That excuse, if called for, is, I venture to
think, not far to seek. Itis, indeed, based on the fact that the
furtherance of “ Universal Brotherhood” and of the general spiri-
tuality (so-called) of the world, is one of the aims of the Society of
which we are members. Now in this connection I need but allude to
the now dominant and, to my mind, impregunable doctrine that the
clevation of the noral tone of a nation involves the prior bettering
of the various economic conditions under which it exists, Obvi-
ously, therefore, if the hope of spiritualising the masses can be
shown mainly to depend on the possibility of reconstructing the
social organism itself, it would be mere hypocrisy on our part to
evade that and other collateral problems, “ Universal Brotherhood,”
in fact (unless it is to remain an empty phrase), must take a very
definite form when great social issnes come up for discussion;
its profession is inconsistent with adherence to a vast number of
existing customs and institutions obtaining in India, Europe and
elsewhere, However, in making an excursion into the hazy
cloudland of theory, it is perhaps superfluous to urge these
points. After all, the universal' interest now excited by the topic
under discussion constitutes the most reputable of its various
credentials, . : :

I propose, therefore, in the course of this short essay to give a
brief account of the rise and propaganda of Socialism, preparatory
to examining the claims of that most interesting and successful
book of Mr, lidward Bellamy, the title of which forms the introduc-
tion to this paper. The success of this popular version of the Soci-
alistic Utopia has been remarkable, some 300,000 copies of the work
having been sold. Despite, therefore, of the great differences
obtaining between the political and industrial conditions of Europe
and India, it is only reasonable to assume that a bird’s cye view
of its contents will prove of no seunt interest to our readers.

To begin with Socialism proper, the economic creed which Mr,
Bellamy has merely sought to provide with a practical working
machinery. Modern Socialism may be delfined as a movemens
having for its aim the nationalisation of Land and Capital*
the investiture of the State with the sole ownership of the meaus of
production. It is argued, and rightly, that the mode of the distri-
bution of wealth is solely a matter of human convenience, and that
it is consequently imperative on us to reorganise society on the only
basis which will ensure the most just and equable division of the
produce of human labour among the workers. The study of Evo-
lution has, it is urged, familiarised us with the fact that human
society has manifested a sure though chequered advance ever
since the time when the ¢ primeval men of the stone age’ gathered
together in their caves, goodness knows how many thousands of
years ago. Kuropean peoples, the most recent anthropological
triumph of Nature’s ¢prentice’ hand, have, it is alleged, only
emerged from the gloom of feudalism to cope with the scarcely

* Under Socialism Iam here including Communism, which differs from it only
inadvocating an equal distribution of prodace to every member of the community .
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less detestable rule of the capitalist. Surely then analogy sug-
gests a step forward and the passage into a new phase of social
evolution. Who is to draw the line where industrial reform is to
stop or to cry ¢ Thus far and no further’ to the militant sons of
Progress ? Very indignant are writers of this advanced economic
school with what they regard as the ¢ pseudo-evolutionism” of
Mr. Herbert Spencer on this special head. For Mr, Spencer and
those who think with him not only consider their opponents as
popularising a vicious economic fallacy, but as initiating a “ coming
slavery” from which every independent citizen ought to shrink.*
But 1 am anticipating.

Like the social organism which they now seek to remodel, the
creeds rejoicing in the generic name of Socialism have themselves

. undergone a long process of development. Framers of ideal states

have, in truth, been always forthcoming in plenty, from the time
when Plato penned his ingenious ‘ Republic,”” to that of Karl Marx,
Bebel and Belfort Bax. But it is a fact worth noting that the first
known applications of socialism were carried out, not by men of tho
study, but by practical enthusiasts who subordinated controversy
to action and allowed their actual deeds to stand as sole wituosses
to their convictions. It wounld seem that the earliest of these
attempts may be deciphered in the history of the celebrated lisse-
nain community, which is believed by many to have numbered Jesus
among its members. According to the accounts received from
Josephus, Philo and Pliny, they appear to have been a body of men
who sought freedom from the fancied pollution of “life in the
world”” by banding themselves together in an ascetic socialistic
community. Peaceable, pure-minded and contemptuous of wealth,
they were content to forego all the produce of industry except
the scant portion necessary to satisfy the pressing wants of Jife.
Marriage they discouraged. Houses and lands were alike the
property of the association which was regarded, so far as possible,
in the light of one family. Iducation was carefully attended to,
old age dceply respected, while the support of the sick and infirm
was welcomed as a dutiful labour of love. Later times have wit-
nessed many similar instances of isolated socialistic enterprise,
€. 9., the Herrnhuters or Moravians of 1722, founded by Count
Zinzendorf in Germany, the followers of Rapp, and the American
Shakers who, like the Essenes abjuring matrimony, recruit their
numbers wholly from without.

Interesting, however, as these departures undoubtedly are, they
are mere eddies in the stream of general progress, and produce
little or no reaction on the life of the nations among which they
take their rise. Propaganda of a highly methodical and systematic
character are nccessary to effect the latter result. It is not by
societies of raere enthusiasts or ascetics that the thought of tho
ages i3 moulded. Neither is it by imaginative stories of the type
of Campanella’s ¢ City of the Sun,” Sir T. More’s Utopia,”
Harrington’s “ Oceana” or the Baconian *“New Atlantis,” that
the common sense King Mob, who to-day wields the suffrage
in all advanced countries, is to be impressed. Gracefal literary
ventures may indeed go far to populariso a dry political thesis,

* Cf. Spencer ““The Man aud the Stote,”




478 THE THEOSOPHIST. [Ju~e

but they must at the same time rest on the bedrock of
economic science if they are to survive the hawk-eyed glance of
Criticism. The first requirement of an assault on modern industri-
alism, 1s to be sought in a scientific handling of data as opposed to
the mere clap-trap of sentiment or the unreasoned initiative of the
sectary. Realising this fact, St. Simon of France—the first really
scientific socialist, was driven to draw up a scheme applicable not
only to isolated groups of men, but to the social organism at large.
His experiences certainly fitted him to obtain a curious insight
into the vicissitudes of human life. Erstwhile a soldier who
fought under the flag of Count Rochambeau in the war of American
Independence, he subsequently returned to France, amassed a large
fortune by dexterous commercial speculations, and then commenced
to taste whatever varied relish life could afford. By a strange
combination of efforts, interviewing philosophers aud scientists,
féting the fashionable world, courting the allurements of debau-
chery, studiously traversing, in fact, the whole available range of
** Karth’s poor joys,” he achieved two notable results—he parted
company with his gold and initiated himself fully into the varied
experiences of humanity., The result of his ensuing meditations
was the formulation of a plan of international regeneration,
comprising religion, politics, industry, and social relations gene-
rally. He died, however, before he could pose as an active propa=
gandist,leaving the dissemination of his view to his disciples Iinfan.
tin, Bazard, Rodriguez and other well known innovators. Despite
the failure of his schemes when tested in practice, St. Simon had
a profound influence on the French mind, and, according to Mill,
(Political Economy, Bk. II,Chap. 1) “ sowed the seeds of nearly all
the socialist tendencies which have since spread so widely in
France.” His system, however, falls very far short of the modern
communist ideal. In the first place it does not advocate an equal
division of the produce of labour among the workers, but varies
the rate of remuneration according to the vocation and ability
of the individnal. Iach member of the proposed industrial army
was to be told off to his post by a Directing Council, the election
constitution of which might be determined in diverse modes, by
universal suffrage for instance. Obviously the working of such a
régime would imply a cast-iron official machinery, besides investing
the heads of the community with a power offering unique scope
for patronage, lack of judgment and mismanagement. No indepen-
dent persons would indeed tamely submit to any such arbitrary
interference with their liberty of choice, and the malcontent
element thus generated would speedily destroy the arrangement.
Most self-reliant men would, I think, justly prefer to topple this
despotic bureaucracy into a sea of revolutionary blcod rather
than yield to its humiliating mandates. As Mill,—a warm sym-
pathiser with the fairer side of the socialist brief—remarks ¢ that »
handful of human beings should weigh everybody in the balance,
and give more to one and less to another at their sole pleasure and
judgment, would not be borne, unless from persons believed to
be more than men, and backed by supernatural terrors.”” It is,

however, one drawhack of Socialism that all proposed schemes
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seem to involve a more or less vicious interference with individual
self-respect and autonomy.

The scheme of Fourier, the second great herald of the true scienti-
fic socialist, does not involve the abolition of individual property,
or even of inheritance, but admits moreover to a certain extent
the ““claims” of Capital. It suggests that associations of about2,000
persons under the sway of elected heads should organise centres of
labour on districts of about a square league in extent. The short-
comings of this plan are so patent as to suggest themselves to every
intelligent critic. Nevertheless, it enjoyed for some time a very
considerable amount of favour. A minimum of subsistence is ensured
to each member of any such association—Capital, Labour and Talent
sharing the surplus produce in previously determined proportions.
Grades and, consequently,rates of remuneration, are assigned by the
choice of a man’s fellows. All the members were, for economy’s
sake, to reside in the same pile of buildings. Lastly, the capital of
the association might be owned in unequal shares, bringing in, of
course, unequal dividends,

Labour, and this was one very important feature of the system,
was to be rendered pleasurable by the execution of all work by
“social groups,” to any numberof which theindividual might belong
at will ; his grade springing from his sources as appreciated by
his mates. A fair field was thus afforded to the natural capacities of
the individual, and in this respect at least Fourierism is incompa-
rably superior to the dream of St. Simon,

The modern day Socialist, the follower of Marx, Bebel, and a
hundred other mnotables, in contradistinction to his predecessors,
confines himself, as far as possible, to a criticism of the defects, the
miseries, waste, inequalities, favouritism, &c., bound up with the
present industrial 7égime, without troubling himself unnecessarily
about those administrative and executive problems which may not
unreasonably be deferred for future treatment. Stereotypedschemes
of social reform never work—they ignorc the Prot’nund truth that
constitutions proper ‘“ are not made but grow.” Hence the social-
ist agitator is often considered to be much better employed in
attending to the furtherance of his immediate aims—the awaken-
ing of the masses and the organisation of their forces—than in
formulating paper schemes of legislation which cannot have more
than a provisional value relative to immediate economic data.

Patent as are the evils incidental to the reign of Capital common
to European countries and the United States, they will bear very
favorable comparison with the oppressive social anomalies obtaining
elsewhere. This, however, is not a material point in the eyes of the
progressive Western socialist. He knows not only this obvious fact
to be true, but is convinced that the condition of the masses in
his own particular country is, in a material sense, in the augmented
ability of labour to prucure comforts, greatly preferable to what it
was say thirty or forty years ago, incomparably so when a still wider
retrospect of national history is taken. Auy such relish of im-
provement is however to the democracy only what the luscious
anchovy is to the professional diner-out—a detail which renders
him eminently capable of tackling the array of Epicurean dainties
which a good cooi is preparing to shortly dish up,
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It is both true that a progressive increase of comfort has result-
ed to the working classes as a whole from the great march of
politics, enterprise and discovery characteristic of the last two
centuries in Europe, It is equally true that much remains to be
done before a healthy social organism can be expected to put in
an appearance. Eminently rational this, is it not ?

Among modern socialists, however, representatives of the
constitution-building school have not entirely died out. Of these
Mr. Edward Bellamy is a notable example.* His book—* Looking
Backward”’—the close of the XIXth Century as retrospectively view-
ed by a professor of history in Shawmut College, Boston, 2000 A, D,—
embodies a very graceful attempt to formulate a sound working
scheme for the administration of the future plan for a Socialist
state. In some respects this scheme resembles Fourierism, notably
in its treatment of the distribution of tasks and professions: in
many important particulars it does not. St. Simonism is, of course,
necessarily represented in the picture of the much-talked of indus-
trial army, but the analogies are otherwise slight. Correspondences
with the notions of previous writers might also be given, but it will
be best for us to proceed forthwith to a survey of ** Looking Back-
ward” itself.

Let me first, however, recall to the reader what are the main
defects of the modern social fabric which appeal so strongly to the
sympathies of these reformers. Needless to say the social fabric is
what is known as Western civilization, the only sphereindeed in which
the dream of socialism admits of any practical realisation. Social-
ism, if its investiture of the state with enormously extended func-
tions is to succeed, pre-supposes an educated and all-influential
democracy, a general spirit of official integrity, an already highly
organized state of the national industries, and the possession of
very large resources in the background, Obviously, therefore, such
a momentous step as the nationalisation of Land and Capital is not
within the bare horizon of practical politics outside Europe and
America. So far, so good, Premising my analysis with this
reservation, I may sum up the main points of the socialist indict-
ment against the rule of Capital as follows :—

(1) The * humiliating dependence” of the worker on a superior-—
often & most galling and ignoble yoke, (2) The enormous waste of
wealth caused by the faulty competitive methods for the distribution
of produce, (8) The “horde of idlers”’—Iandlords, capitalistsand other-
wise—who at present prey like parasites on the common stock ; men,
the large majority of whom neither toil nor spin but cleverly “ex-
ploit” the worker, (4) The terrible drudgery incidental to the carrying
on of the existing civilisation—a drudgery the brunt of which is
borne by a despised and brutalised proletariat, (5) The stigma
atraching to honest manual and domestic labour, the compensation
for which is miserably inadequate to the outlay in the shape of
effort, (6) The relegation of the dreariest, most repulsive and worst

* Mr. Bellamy’s disciples prefer, it appears, to term themselves Nationalistd, thus
adding a new connotation to that already ambiguous term. But in strict cconomio
parlance they are not only Sceialists, but Socialists of the advanced communistic
gchool, as we shall scc later on,
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paid classes of tasks to ome particular stratum of humanity ; a
practice highly illustrative of the manner in which the best dishes
in the feast of life are reserved for the favoured few.

These six heads appear to me to coustitute useful enough sign-
posts for directing attention to the various points in the fascinating
romance of Bellamy.

The hero of this work, Mr. Julian West, writing from his snug-
gery in the Historical Section of a Boston College in 2000 A. D., pro-
poses to favour the world with a survey of his experiences in the
closing years of the XIXth century. How he managed to do so we
shall see later on. Meanwhile, apropos of the strange economic
conditions of that benighted age, he alludes as follows, to the
* independent fortune’ he then enjoyed :—

“ How could I live without service to the world you ask. Why should the
world have supported in utter idleness one who was able to render service ?
The answer is that my grandfather had accumulated a sum of money on
which his descendants had ever sin¢e lived. The sum, you will naturally
infer, must have been very large, not to have been exhausted in supporting
three generations in idleness. This, however, was not the fact......It was, in
fact, much larger now that three generations had been supported upon it in
idleness than it was at first. This mystery of use without consumption, of
warmth without combustion, seems like magic, but was merely an ingenious
application of the art now happily lost but carried to great perfection by
your ancestors, of shifting the burden of one’s support on to the sboulders
of others......... interest on investments was a species of tax in perpetuity upon
the products of those engaged in industry, which a person possessing or anherit-
ing money was able to levy.”

This clever passage, unexceptionable from the stand-point of
economics, may recall to some minds that admirable sketch of
the “ exploitation” of the worker by capital which M. Zola has
given to the world in his “ Germinal.” Far away down in the
dangerous mines, the brutalized workman, demoralised by a filthy
home and a starveling wage, slaves for the ‘‘ distant Divinity”
—the unseen groups of capitalists and shareholders who seize
the spoils of his hopeless struggle for existence.

“To them further afield meant a distant country, awe-inspiring, inaccessible,
hedged round by an almost religious grandeur where sat throned the un-
known divinity in a crouching, threatening attitude on his altar. They
would never see it, they merely felt its power crushing from afar the ten
thousand pitmen of Mont-sou.” And what care to the company if the breed
of their wage slaves was “drifting slowly back to the animal condition
whence it had sprung.” The shareholders duly got their dividends, and after
them their children and children’s children—all battening like parasites on
the labour of their unseen supporters! Such are the not unfrequent corol-
laries which practice deduces from the “rights of property.”

In connection with the foregoing, I cannot forebear quoting
Bellamy’s hero again—his illustration is so singularly felicitous :—

« .1 cannot do better than compare society as it was then to a prodigious
coach which the masses of humanity were harnessed to and dragged toil-
somely along a very hilly and sandy road. The driver was hunger, and

rmitted no lagging, though the pace was necessarily very slow. Despite
the difficulty of drawing the coach at all along so bard a road, the top was
covered with passengers who never got down, even at the steepest ascents.
The seats on top were very breezy and comfortable. Well up out of the dust
their occupants could enjoy the scenery at their leisure, or critically discuss


























































































