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~Coyngspoudgngs.

‘MY PROPHETIC SOUL, MY UNCLE!”
TO THE EDITOR.

I heard the following from a Chela ; he holds a respectable post under
the Government of Bengal, and is closely related to one of the leaders of
Brahmo Samaj. He is, however, not a Fellow of our Society, but belongs
to a Secret Brotherhood, of which, by the way, there are many in
India:— :

“I was then a young man, onc of the naughty students of Hare
School, Calcutta. I and my uncle were great friends; we were of the
same age, lived togehter and studied the same books. My uncle was then
suffering from a disease which gradually developed into phthisis. The
last physician who treated him was Dr. Mohendra Lal Sirkar, who
advised us to remove ourselves with the patient to a house near his
own, which we did. 1 was at last compelled to recognise the fact that
my poor friend and relative had not many days to live ; we then made a
solemn compact that whoever of us should die first, would try his
best to appear to his surviving friend and tell him, if possible, the state
he found himself in after death.

A little more than a month after the above, my friend died, and we
burnt his body to ashes as is our custom. About five days after the sad
occurrence, I was lying alone in a room on the outer compartment of the
house. The doors and windows were open, the room was well lighted by
the moon. I was fast asleep on a sofa with the curtain drawn. Suddenly
at about midnight I awoke and found my uncle just by the side of my
bed, but outside the curtain. He appeared to me just as he looked
a few hours before his death, and was naked. I thought I was dream-
ing; I closed my eyes, for a few seconds, looked again, then rubbed my
eyes, then looked again, the figure was still there intently gazing at me
with a dull, dazed stare. I then looked round, and with the help of the
light of the moon which was nearly full, could well discern the articles
of furniture of the room which were all in their proper places. I
turned in my bed and was perfectly convinced that I was wide awake.
Suddenly our solemn compact came into mymind ;I felt no fear and
accosted the apparition thus: ¢ Are you come uncle to fulfil the compact ?
All right; now let me hear what you have to say. Well, why do you not
speak uncle P’ The apparition raised the curtain a little, and by a motion
which seemed to me like the leap of a monkey, sat on my bed. ‘Well,
my dear uncle, I am very anxious to hear from you, why do you not
speak P’ And I tried to catch hold of its hand, which was near mine;
then by an exactly similar motion it regained its former place. ¢ Why do
you stare, uncle, oh why can you not speak ? Do speak pray.’ At last I
could endure itno longer ; I raised myself and stretched my hands to catch
hold of the apparition, when it vanished. I was filled with indescribable
sorrow and began to pace the room to and fro. I have now learnt from
my Master the reasons of the apparition’s not being able to speak.”

Yours truly,

K. P. Mykugrs, F. T. S.
BEREAMPUR.
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THE OUTLOOK.

“T SHALL never forget the inspiriting effect upon my mind of &
I germon I heard at New York on the Sunday after the Battle of
Bull Run, in the first year of the Rebellion. Our army had been
disastrously, disgracefully routed, and there was general gloom : the
capture of Washington with the National archives and treasury
seemed inevitable, and with it the overthrow of our Government.
On the following Sunday the Rev. H. W. Bellows, one of our
greatest pulpit and platform orators, preached the sermon in
question to a great audience that hung upon his words. From
that moment and throughout the four years of our titanic struggle
1 never despaired for the country. The eloquent preacher searched
into the depths of the question of national life and Stl'(?ngth and
appesled to the calm judgment, faith and manhood of his hearers.
A brave heart himsolf, he infused his courage into the heart of every
sympathetic listener.

And now that I sit me down to survey the position of the Theo«
sophical Society in the first half of its sixteenth year of activity,
this old lesson comes back to me with force, and I feel the deepest
regret that Ilack the lofty power of Dr. Bellows to put into the hearts
of all my colleagues the perfect confidence which many of us feel in
the destiny of this remarkable movement. If there be faint hearted-

_ ness in some quarters and doubt or despondency in others, it is merely
_ because the movement is not considered as an entity, but only viewed

in fragments. There are hosts of men who are myopic as regards
broad questions, and can see only what is close to the mind’s eye.
Others become pessimistic when looking throngh smoky mental
spectacles, From the very beginning T have had to listen to prophets
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of evil crying: Woe to Theosophy! Woe to the Society ! because
A has resigned, B turned traitor, C reviled, or D died. Vet the
Society grows stronger and stronger every year: new countries
come under its influence, new Branches spring up, new books are
published, and the public interest in Hindn, Buddhist, Zoroastvian,
and other Eastern philosophies s -ever deepening. What better
proof is needed than the last year’s record furnishes—my splendid
success in Japan and Ceylon, my late tour throughout the United
Kingdom, the year’s returns of American work, tho Pucific Scu-
bourd Convention, the popular agitation in Great Britain follow-
ing after Mrs. Besant’s adhesion, the excellent Convention at
Bombay, the doubling of our Permanent Fund, the joining of the
Head-quarters Staff by Dr. Daly and Mr. Fawcett, the sale of our
‘books, notably of the ““ Secret Doctrine” and “ Key to Theosophy,”
the striking success of Mme. Blavatsky’s Esoteric Section ? These
-are facts that are culpably lost sight of, by timid friends and
brothers. Full of the best intentions and ‘thoroughly convinced
-of the truth of the old philosophy, they should not jump to false
-conclusions because they do not preperly icform themselves as to
the progress of our work, and perhaps because they lack the excel-
lent quality of persistent pluck.
Viewing the Theosophical movement, then,as a whole, I musthonest-
1y expressmy great satisfaction with the outlook. If it were a mere
question of local activity or inactivity, we might say that we deplore
the temporary reaction observable in this or that country, orin this
or the other town ; we might grieve over the effects of petty personal
quarrels and misunderstandings, the decease of masterful workers,
the defection of individuals once prominently active. But this is no
local movement, it is confined to no city or country, no creed or race :
it is essentially cosmopolitan and internationally evolutional. Its
- vitality, therefore, depends upon no one person,groupor local organi-
zation, It isan influence provocative of a general stimulus of thought
and awakening of conscience, the world over. It rests upon broad
propositions not to be refuted or ignored. Yearly this fact comes
into greater preminence; yearly our poor little personalities become
more and more dwarfed, and our platform rises higher and higher.
Look back fifteen years to the parlor coterie in MNew York who
gave birth to the idea of such a Society as ours, and then glanco
at.its outcome. Only thus may we estimate the progress achieved.
‘What matters it, in making such a retrospect, that certain Branch-
es or groups of Branches are for the moment lethargic, waiting
like the Sleeping Princess for the kiss of the Delivering Rescuer ?
‘What matters it that the religious cuthusiasm we created through-
out India has been turned aside momentarily into the smoother
and more flowery -channel of politics? What matters it that, for
want of helpers about me, I have to leave India and some other
countries to learn self-help and do the best they can, while I travel
to new and far lands where the soil is ready for the sower, and
the call most urgent for pioneers to start new vortices of this force :
this force, whose potentiality is the spread of truth and the sal-
vation of mankind from the abyss dug by those twin delvers, Igno-
rance and Superstition? If my colleagues should check off our
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register even scores of Branches which survive but in name—but

do still survive so far as we have any official knowledge—and tell

me that this or that remedy must instantly be applied, I can only
admit the fact, while saying it is nob vital since: Theosophy stands.

1 can only point to the files of our Magazine and our official Annuat

Reports for evidence that I have said over and over again, in the

strongest langnage, that, without means and men at my command, L

cannot do what the simplest common sense shows to be indispensable.
Take, as our nearest cxample, India, a vast country of 1,525,540
square miles in area, over which I have travelled several times, and
organized Branches ofour Society. What the Hindus need is constant
overlooking, and what they most value is encouragement by repre-
sentatives of the Head-quarters. 'We should have an Inspector to
each Presidency, if possible an Buropean, residing at the capital town,
going periodically over the ground, stopping at least a week each
time with each Branch, organizing courses of study, making new
Branches and, himself outside caste, being a sympathetic friend,
brother, good counsellor, and blameless exemplar to all his spiritual
wards, so to say, irrespective of social or religious considerations,
T'he ideal of such a man would have to possess the following qualifi-
cations : a good education ; eloquence as a speaker ; force as a
writer ; a thorough sympathy with Indian nature ; appreciation of
its sweeter and nobler qualities, and belief in his power to arouse
its higher potentialities ; a familiarity with Indian history, with
the leading features of the various national creeds, and with the
meaning and relativo value of religious and caste observances ; an
inclination to be perfectly nmeutral in political, sectarian, and all
other questions outside the threc declared “ Objects” of our
Socicty ; a sincere love for the Indian races, so sincere as to
make him—when he remembers his Cleveland Streets, his Exciseo
Revenues, and his Diverce Courts—prone to forgive them for the
many and manifest defects in their characters—resulting from
gencrations of national despiritualisation and the ever increasine
struggle for life ; and make him to set himself, with brotherly love, to
bring out what is good, and noble, and admirable in these races.
Above all, he shonld have the talent of organisation, and a great
fund of patience and gentleness, accompanied with absolate unsel-
fishness. I appeal to the whole body of enlightened Indians to say
whether I have exaggerated in my description ; whether this is not
a portrait of the kind of man many expect me to supply. This
granted, then, how am I to draw down from the sky five such per-
gsons ¥ And where find the others of special adaptabilities who are
this moment urgently demanded for Ceylon, Burmah, Siam and
Japan ?

All this, of course, applies to the ideal or, as one may almost
say, the impossible man. But let no one imagine, beeause such
gifted beings are as rare as the Udumbara flower, that this is an
excuse for sitting idly by and doing nothing. Let us simply try
to do as well as we can. Person after person has come out here to
India and Ceylon, worked more or less well for atime, and retired
in despair. Yet, all the same, each has done something, which i3
far better than never to have done anything, The one eternal,
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imperative word taught the neophyte is Trv. And to Hindus I
have only to say what I said in my first public address on Indian
soil :—

«If India is to be regenerated, it must be by Hindus, who can rise above
their castes and every other reactionary influence, and give good example as
well as good advice.”

« Here is material for a new school of Aryan philosophy which only waits
the moulding hand of a master. We cannot hear his approaching footsteps,
but he will come; as the man always does come when the hour of destiny
strikes.”

“ Tt will be the work not of years but of generations to re-ascend the steps
of national greatness. But there must be a beginning. Those sons of Hindu-
stan who are disposed to act rather than preach cannot commence a day too
soon. This hour the country needs your help.” '

This is explicit enough, and after eleven years in India I simply
reiterate it. Many have heeded me, have worked hard and well,
have set the good example. Bombay in particular, once as lifeless
and sadly supine as Madras and Calcutta are now, has become an
active centre whose influence reaches even America and Europe
through the publications of our Branch. Mr. Tookaram and others
have ‘‘ tried”’ in sooth with all their hearts, and reaped blessed
results. I ask andimplore others to do likewise, to help themselves
and help their countrymen without waiting for me to find the ideal
personages above mentioned. I myself am full of imperfections, I
have scarcely any money at my command, I have a host of obstacles
and difficulties to overcome. The movement spreads so swiftly as
to have outgrown my ability to do it full jutsice. Formerly I eould
stop in India year after year, but now I am wanted in all
directions. '

1 go toanew country, a popular excitement follows, Branches
spring up, books are enquired for, a manager is immediately
needed to follow after me and organize the movement. Where
can I find him? And, since I have nobody to travel, and superintend,
and teach, and agitate during my absence, I may upon returning
find Branches fallen into torpor, indifference prevailing here and
there, contemptible personalities at work under false masks of
public devotion, and “ reform’ and ¢ resuscitation” made watch-
cries by people who do nothing themselves. How cruelly unreason-
able have not many been intheir views of thesituation and their stric-
tures upon the Executive! The President’s mistakes, the Presi-
dent’s failures, the President’s this and that ; as though the President
ever pretended to be infallible like them, or were not the chief of
the most incongruous and unprecedented association of personalities

ever formed for the pursuit of the highest, most difficult ideal ever
conceived of! To “ command the Channel Fleet or perform the
surgical operation for lithotomy,” Sydney Smith’s ideal difficulties
would be child’s play in comparison with the successful perform-
ance of this other task.

But, though India has been instanced, I do not wish to draw
any invidious comparisons. If there were as many difficulties to
overcome in other countries, I doubt if the outlook there would be
anything like as encouraging as it is here. I have, and have ever
had, the most perfect confidence that the Hindus have the disposi-
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tion and latent capability to redeem their national reputation.
Other Buropeans complain that they cannot get ou with them: I
pever had the least difficulty. Perhaps my unwavering love for
them may blind my eyes to their faults and deficiences, but I think
not. I belicve they only want lenders—Native leaders. Nobody
ever talked more plainly and boldly to them about this than T,
because nobody ever had a more ardent desire to see them worthy
of their apcestral renown, Let them help me to make a good working
organization, and the moral and spiritual redemption of India will
proceed swiftly and surely. Bombay and other towns have shown
the way. With proper organization, the National Congress has
sprung up ; without it, it will crumble to pieces. Yet it is ten times
more hard to find men to perfect the Theosophical scheme than to
find others to carry on the Congress work ; for politics are compara~
tively a paltry affair, and tend to personal demoralisation. Anastute
politician would serve for that work, while a sort of saint is needed
for the first named! The Hindus are disposed to give a most filial
and unquestioning obedience to leaders whom they respect and
whom they think love them and their country. Let us try to find
such.

Mr. Judge thinks the future centre of the theosophical movement
will be America ; it may be so, but that depends upon the help that
comes to us to put the Indian branch of the general movement upon
the best footing. Let us wait and see. We have just met two almost
irreparable losses in the untimely deaths of Pandit Bhashyacharya
and of Charles Francis Powell, my beloved American colleague.
Who volunteers to step into the vacant places, to trample upon
self, and assume the heavy duties and responsibilitics of this
unpaid and heart-trying work ?

To sum up the Indian situation before turning our thought
elsewhere, I may say thatit is most encouraging as regards the
persistent effect of our associated work upon the patriotic
zeal and religious bias of the Indian peoples, aud as to its tendency
towards a coalescence of previously disunited castes and races.
This tendency, begun by us, is now being enormously increased by
the Congress movement. In the apathy of certain Branches,
for example those of Calcutta, Madras, Poona, etc., etc., is shown
the cffect of insufficient leadership : which evil is remediable
and, under the peculiar circumstances of Iudian political admin-
istration, liable to be remedied at any given moment. It is as
unsafe to predicate the collapse of our movement upon the momen-
tary torpor of any given Branch or Branches, as it is to count upon
the indefinite continuance of the useful activity now seen in others,
when the local leader or leaders may tomorrow be ordered away to
some other station by their official superiors, leaving no worthy
substitutes behind.

And now as regards the United States of America I have little to
say that has not been said. 'When the Founders left New York, in
December 1878, there was but one Theosophical Society, the
original body out of which every branch has since sprung. There
followed several years of inactivity, due to the transfer of the centre
to India; but in 3883, Mr, Judge and some others, co-operating
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with Dr. Buck and Dr. Coues, begar a new era. One after tho
other, ten Branches sprang up under the direction and authority of
a Central Committee, called the Board qf Contrgl. We then altered
the plan and formed the American Section, which still controls our
affairs in that part of the world with great ability and success. By
the latest returns it appears that, after striking off four ‘thch
had died out, we now have 30 active Branches, scattered over
the whole continent, with fresh ones forming. The m-t’Jvement i3
constantly gaining force and increasing in influence. 1‘?’ use an
expressive Americanism, Theosophy has come to stay” in the
United States. To stay and to grow ; because its practical ethics,
its recognition of the principle of human eql’lahtx on the super-
social plane, its impregnable theory of man’s origin, potentiali-
ties and destiny, its scientific view of the naturq a'nd. ori-
gin of evil, and of the action of a cosmic law of Karma, its invigor-
ating power over the moral nature, and its perfect harmony with the
theory of the working of natural law—combine to make up a
scheme of life and thought exactly suited to the American character.
So far from there being any likelihood of the movement dying out
in the United States, the probability seems much greater that the
present leaders will soon find themselves, like the fabled Pheeton,
run away with by their team of blooded coursers. It takes a very
strong personality to drive for any long time the chariot of Ameri-
n thought. . .
caA: rega,rds Europe; the most active centre of the Theosophical
movement is Londou, where the ground was prepared by .M}'.
Sinnett and ‘the late Mr. Ward, and wherg Ma-da.me.]?la.vat'sky S
ardent spirit is battling against her physical infirmities; like &
lion flinging himself against the bars of his cage. Carp as a preju-
diced public may about her indiosyncracies or shortcomings, nobody
“can deny that in actual vigour of intellect, persistence of purpose,
exhaustlessness of resources and of enthusiasm, and capacity for
sustained literary labour, she is ahead and sh(.)ul(.lors above'all
competitors. She has also a unique faculty of winning, for a time
at least, the enthusiastic devotion of helpers. This faculty, which
we formerly saw filling Adyar with Hindu and Furopean colleagues,
bas now gathered about ber at London a band of men and women,
educated and intellectual, and some of aristocratic social rank, who
are causing the press of Great Britain to teem with discussions of
the questions which specially interest ourselves. The unselfish
devotion of Countess Wachtmeister aud Messrs. Meade and Walter
Old, of the faithful Keightleys and several others, is beyond
all praise, The accession of Mrs. Annie Besant and Mr. Herbert
Burrows has given us two precious allies and quadrupled the
chances of our Theosophical movement penetrating to the bottom
of British social strata. After enjoying the opportunity of a friendly
relation with the lady in question extending over several montls,
I feel warranted in saying that not even the conversion of Mr.
Sinnett and Mr. Hume, in the old Simla and Allahabad days, had
a more important effect upon the destinies of our Society than hers
is likely to have now. It is materialism, not any combination or
conspiracy of Christian bigots or schemers, that has been the
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greatest obstacle for us to overcome; and Mys. Besant, formerly
the beloved apostle of that school of thought in Great Britain, is
best fitted to untie its cunningest knots of sophistry and pseudo
science,

The British Section, which was formed in 1888, has recently
been reorgunised, with Revised Rules, and has begun work in dead
earnest.  Une result of the London energy, particularly of Madame
Wachtmeister’s personal zeal, is the creation of active nuclei ab
the Hague (Holland) and Stockholm (Sweden). Over seventy of
the best people in the Swedish capital are already registered as
members of our local branch, and our publications are exposed for
sale in the book-marts of Sweden and Norway. The interesting
report of the Swedish Theosophical Society will be separately
printed.

A branch has existed at the Hague since 18831, but the death of
its Founder, tho late Captain Adelberth de Bourbon, checked its
career until lately, when a friend of Madawe Wachtmeister’s
revived and greatly increased the local interest, and there is now
the prospect of a large and useful Branch.

Late reports from Paris give us the impression that activity
prevails in the Hermes Lodge as well as outside that body, The
movement is not confining itself to our Eastern lines, but running
also in the grooves of Egyptian, Christian and Masonic esotericism,
We have no fewer than three Magazines publishing by our
members, viz.,, La Revue Theosophique, of Countess D’Adhémar
aund Madame Blavatsky ; L’ Aurore, of the Duchesse de Pomar ;
and L’Initiation, of M. Encausse. Other colleagues contribute to
the Magazines and Journals of France.

The Vienna Lodge continues its useful labors, aiming, as it has
from the first, to encourage its members to put their spiritual
ideals into the practice of daily life.

Dr. Barbieri d’Introini, formerly King’s Physician at Mandalay,
has, with a group of sympathetic friends, formed a branch at Milan
(I'taly) since the beginning of the present year, and translations of
the Buddhist Catechism aud other of our works have been made into
the Italian language,

The Branches at Corfu and Odessa are inactive from natural
causes, such as deaths of members and changes of residence, while
those of Brisbane (Australia) and Queenstown (South Africa) are
virtually extinct for similar reasons. The recent revolution in the
Island of Hayti (West Indies) has, I fear, finished off the group
tbe Bishop of Hayti was engaged in getting together, and that in
New Zealand is much crippled by the removal of our dear friend
Mer. Sturdy to England. Yet, despite these several misadventures,
the reading of theosophical literature and discussion of theoso.
phical topics was never so active as now, the world over.

Advices within the past fortnight from Japan encourage the be-
lief that my tour of last ycar in that part of the world is producing
remarkable results. 1t appears that all that was needed was that
somcbody should touch the heart and conscience of that grand
nation to quicken into lifc its old love and reverence for Buddhism,


























































































