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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

THE BARISA'L GUN.
II.
ET us now return to the consideration of the most interesting
and mysterious atmospheric phenomenon called the Barisil
Gun, the discussion of which I began in the Zheosophist (Vol. IX.
No. 108) for September 1888.

Though nearly two years have passed since the Asiatic Society of
Bengal issued a circular and organized a system of close scientific
observation, the mystery remains as inexplicable as ever. Appa-
rently it will ever remain so to those who confine their research
to the theories and methods of physical science. If it is ever to
be solved, it must be by the efforts of occult students working on
the lines of the theory of the multiple constitution of all Nature.

In the opening essay the several theories of men of science were
passed in review, and all pronounced inadequate on scientific
grounds. For the information of new subscribers who may not
have seen what was before written, let me give a few facts. At
the town of Barisél, on the banks of the Beeghaye River, and else-
where in the Gangetic Delta, have been heard, sporadically and
without traceable cause, since time immemorial, loud detonations
like cannon-shots. While at Barisil, I heard them myself one
evening, and thought them a salvo of artillery, fired within the

distance of a half mile or mile. The sound is like nothing else in
Nature; it is neither a rumbling, a crashing, or a roaring, hence
neither like the sound of thunder, the sea beating upon a strand,
the fall of forest trees or buildings, nor the effect of gusts of
wind rushing into caverns or through rugged cliffs. They are
like gun-fire and nothing else in the world. Like the roar of large
ordnance, too, not like the ring of a howitzer or a carronade. I
heard seven successiye reports with prief intervals between, but
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they occur without any regularity, at different seasons of the year
at places widely apart in and about the vast alluvial plain of the
Gangetic Delta, and coming from different points of the compass.
Five theories have been offered to account for them : viz., I. Surf-
bea.tlfl‘g upon the shore (sixty-five miles away as the crow flies) ;
IL. The breaking down of river-banks (of ajiuvial soil, free from
rocks, and only a few feet in height); III. The firing of bombs
by the mnatives (a childishly weak theory in view of the facts);
1V. Subterranean or sub-aqueous volcanic or seismic agencies (a’,
theory at variance with all the geographical features of the Delta) ;
V. Atmospheric electricity (a theory based upon no observed
facts and no recognized laws of electrical action).

The Asiatic Society, as above stated, duly issued acircular,and the
Honorary Secretary has now kindly sent me the reported results
Fifteen forms were filled up and returned to the Secretary. The
observations were made at Khulna, Barisil, Moyapore, N arainganj
Noakhali, Harispur and Daulat. None of the reports refer to the
same day, nor to the same hours, while the same observer would
hear the ¢ guns” at dates considerably apart. These plainly indicate
that the ¢ guns’ are not waves of sound travelling over wide areas
but heard at isolated places: hence going to discredit the theor;i
that they are due to the beating of surf-rollers upon the beach of
the Bay of Bengal. The reports agree as to there having been
cloudy or rainy weather at the time the sounds were heard or dur-
ing the previous 24 hours. They seem to be independent of the
wind, being heard as well against as with it : in one case while a
gtrosnngmd was blowing from S. W. the ‘ guns’ were heard from
5. 8 B, ag .tl}g'y had been two days before when there was a light

All the observers, save three, negative the theory that the ¢ g
are due to electrical disturbance, gnd all, that thgy are dei)efél;?t
upon the state of the tides in the Bay of Bengal or in the rivers,
In the case for electricity, Mr. Rainey says thunder was heard
befpre and after the sounds ; but the thunder came from the S. E
while the ‘guns’ were from the S. W. Though one observer Mr.
Waller, heard more ‘guns’ on four days about the middle of
August than on all others together, during which period there was

disturbed weather at the head of the Bay, yet it is also noticed
that they were heard during a period of calm weather, which
again militates against the surf-roar theory. A river-steamer
captain gives his evidence strongly against the theories of the
:ﬁund's being caused by the falling of river-banks and by bombs—
ar&rﬁz corroborating the opinion expressed by myself in the former
Finally, the Committee of the Asiatic Society unani
declare against the theories of volcanic action and grf th%a?wzla?)?lsz)}tr’
tides upon the shoal called the ¢ Swash of no-ground.” They think
the most plausible opinion thus far advanced is that the sounds may
be ““ connected with the river banks, and that their frequent occur-
rence during two or three days immediately preceding the arrival
of disturbed weather from the Bay of Bengal may be attributed to
the atmosphere being highly charged with moisture, and the com-

-
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paratively calm weather which occurs at such times.” Which,
under favor be it said, is about as pretty a case of petitio principi
as I ever met with. Though the ¢ guns’ have been heard since
several hundred years, and were never connected, either by the
native farmers, boatmen or seamen, with bad weather in the Bay ;
though they have been heard at all seasons of the year, in fair
weather as in foul, from the southward and northward, and
over a wide stretch of the Gangetic Delta—we are now asked by
the Coomittee to accept their theory above stated. For my part,
I decline ; and I find the view very reasonable of Babu Gaurdis
Bysack, a member of the Committee itself, that the ‘ guns’ cannot be
due to the transmission of sound by the river banks, since there are
many other river banks in other parts of the Ganges where similar
sounds are never heard.

One very curious fact crops up in these reports. Mr.
Waller, riding up to his house and coming within 50 yards of the
steps, did not hear the < guns,’ while his bearer, standing on the steps
waating for his master, did hear them. Does this fit in with either of
the physical theories under discussion ?

It is not my purpose to attempt any definite solution of this
acoustic problem : I confine myself to the easy task of following
the materialistic scientists through their speculative flounderings
and showing their failure to come to any better hypothesis than
the ¢superstitious’ one of the ‘ignorant natives’, wiz,, that the
Barisil Gun is a phenomenon connected with the agency of elemen-
tal spirits (devatas). It is as valid a case for speculation as either
of the others. At Barisil itself, the vortex of these phenomena,
no change has been made in public opinion since the date of my
previous reports, for Babu Aswini Kumar Datta, my learned corres-
pondent, writes me under date of 23rd March : “ We have not yet
succeeded in finding out anything new about the Barissl Guns.
All surmises and conjectures about them are known to you.”

It must be noted that a variety of puzzling atmospheric acousti-
cal phenomena are heard in different parts of the world, some like
the Barisél Gun, others quite different. From the (Calcutta) States-
man of 11th January 1890, I take the following :—

« Various theories have been propounded from time to time to account for
the phenomenon commonly known as the ‘ Barisil Guns,’ but so far as we
know, none of them can be said to offer a satisfactory cxplanation. It is well
known that this mysterious booming is not peculiar to Barisil, but has been
noted in Cochin China and in certain islands in the West Indies. There
seems, however, to be some difference in the sound heard, some authorities
stating that it seems to proceed from a thousand Aolian harps, others that
the noise was like that of the bursting of a huge bladder or like the booming
of guns at sca, and in some cases it was compared to a humming similar to
that which a locomotive sometimes makes when blowing off steam. Travel-
lers who have visited T'rinidad have been much struck with these unaccount-
able sounds, and a correspondent who has devoted some attention to the
subject refers us to some works in which the matter has been widely dis-
cussed, but with no definite results. In an account of his trip- to Monos, an
island near Trinidad, Charles Kingsley describesthe peculiar sensation cansed
by an.unearthly sound which, like those of the Barisil guns, was from sca-
ward. He writes : ‘ Between the howls of the wind I became aware of a
strange noise from seaward—a booming, or rather humming. It was faint
and distant, but deep and strong enough to set one guessing its cause. The
sea beating into caves secmed, ab first, the simplest answer. But the water
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was 50 still on our side of the island, that 1 could barely hear the lap of the
ripple on the shingle twenty yards off; and the nearest surf was a mile or
two away, over a mountain a thousand feet high.’ He then mentions that on
bathing the next day during a perfect calm,the same mysterious booming
sound was heard, and it was generally ascribed to the drum fish which we are
told is almost as mythical as the Australian bunyip and ‘ is answerable for
a number of vague and inexplicable submarine phenomena’.”

Of course, the interesting fact in all these observations is that
the cause of the acoustic phenomenon s always a mystery ; it
cannot be traced to known physical causes. So that when we take
them all into consideration with the Barisdl Gun, the theory of the
action of elemental spirits is strengthened, while that of physical
action is much weakened. Only an Irish Echo could be expected to
convert surf-beatings or slumping river banks into the sound of
““a thousand Aolian harps,” or that of ¢ a humming similar to that
which a locomotive sometimes makes when blowing off steam.”
And not even the best echo ever heard by Lady Wilde, Douglas
Hyde, or my friend William Yeats, could climb over a hill a
thousand feet high, on a clear sunshiny day!

One unanimous conclusion of the Asiatic Society’s Committee it is
hard to understand: they think, as above stated, that the ¢ guns’
may be attributed to the atmosphere ““ being highly charged with
moisture, and the comparatively calm weather which occurs at
such times.” But is it not true that reports of gun-fire are sharp
and clear under a perfectly clear sky, but indistinct, and attended
by a long-continued roll like thunder, when the sky is cloudy ?
And is not the rumble of thunder due to reflection from the
clouds? Now, since the Barisdl Guns are not rumbling noises, but
distinct booms as of cannon, what physical basis is there for the
acoustic theory the Committee have put forth ? It is affirmed as
a scientific fact that during a shower of rain or snow sounds
* are greatly deadened. If the soil of the Gangetic Delta between
Barisal and the Bay of Bengal were hard, dry and of an uniform
character, and rested upon a continuous stratum of rock, then we
might more readily accept the theory that the ¢guns’ under dis-
cussion were explicable upon the theory of an echoing, or rather
conduction, of the crash of surf-rollers upon the shore of the
Bay. But the fact being that the whole vast plain is a deposit
of allavium of great depth, intersected by a network of rivers
and rivulets zig-zagging about iu every variety of curve, and leaving
nowhere even a straight water-course or offering a foot of resonant
hard dry ground, that sapposition seems in conflict with the
koown basis of .acoustical science. Sir David Brewster tells us,
and all other experimentalists confirm him in saying it, that the
difference in the audibility of sounds that pass over homogeneous
and over mixed media is sometimes so remarkable as to astonish
those who witness it. The insuperable difficulty in accepting the
theory of echo in this case is that it does not fit in with the facts,—
atmospheric, geographical or geological. The breaking of surf on
a shore is a fixed phenomenon, sure to recur with every repetition
of the same conditions of weather in the Bay. If therefore, the
¢guns’ heard at so many widely-separated points in the Delta,
were due to the echo of the purf-booming transmitted between
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the banks of the many mouths of the Ganges, they should always be
heard at the same places when there was heavy weather at the head
of the Bay; ; and, as the surf-beating lasts as long as the’s‘tormy
weather, there should be an unbroken succession of < guns’ heard
throughout that spell of weather. But this is not the case: quite
the contrary ; a single  gun’ or a series of a half dozen, more cr less,
may be heard at Barisil or any other given place, on one or more days
in a certain year, and not again throughout the whole twelvemonth ;
or they may be heard somewhere else and not there at all that
year, though they had beenin the previous one, cr may be in the one
following. Nature does not indulge in such vagarles.’And what is a
very strange and suspicious circumstance, the ‘guos’ may be heard
by one person and not by another a few yards off ! Does this not
go rather to support the hypothesis that the reports of the mysteri-
ous artillery sre of an elemental spiritual origin, sometimes reach-
ing the inner auditory sense of an individual who is n.lomentarlly sen-
sitive to akasic vibrations, and then heard only by him ? Ifnot, then
where is the fresh physical theory which will not break down under
even so imperfectly close a study as we have given to the severa‘l?
tentative hypotheses recorded by the Asiatic Society of Bengal ?
The Committee place most value upon the report of Mr. Manson,
an official who has lived many years in this Delta and heard the
guns in August-October, 1875, in the No]'iha.h District in 1878-79,
in the coldweather season, and at Barisdl in 1876, in the latter part
of October. Mr. Manson favours the theory that they are echoes
of magses of river-bank tumbling into the water or due to other local
sound-producing causes. But the objection s, as above noted, that
the ‘guns’ come sporadically, in all times of the year, never rfg;ll-
larly, never so as to be expected, nor invariably when masses ot the
river-banks erode—* as usually happens when the ebb is runmng

“out.” The tabulated digest of returns from fifteen observations

given in the Committee’s Report, shows that the ¢ guns’ were heard
U times during the ebb-tide, 6 times during the flood, 3 times at
hightide, and once at half tide, There appears, t.hen,' to behno
necessary connection between the ‘guns’ and an ebbing tide—when
the caving of the banks is most common. And so it 1s but too
ovident that I was strictly within bounds in saying at the com-
mencement of my present article that, despite the Asiatic Socxegy s
best efforts, the mystery of the weird Barisdl Guus is as unsolved as
it was before this research was begun, and as it has been within
the three or four centuries that have slipped by since our present
local traditions took their date. . . .

Having thus exhausted the subject on its physical side, I shall
in a third and closing chapter discuss the subject in its relations
with occult dynamics,

' H.8.0.
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KOSMIC MIND.

« Whatsoever quits the Laya (homogeneous) state, becomes active conscious

life. Individual consciousness emanates from, and returnsinto abso-

‘lute consciousness, which is eternal Morion.” (Esoteric Axioms.)
“Whatever that be which thinks, which understands, which wills, which acts,
it is something celestial and divine, and upon that account must
necessarily be eternal.”—Cicero.

¥ DISON’S conception of matter was quoted in our March editorial

article. The great American electrician is reported by Mr. G.
Parsons Lathrop in Harper’s Magazine as giving out his personal
belief about the atoms being “ possessed by a certain amount of
intelligence,” and shown indulging in other reveries of this kind.
For this flight of fancy the February Review of Reviews takes the
inventor of the phonograph to task and critically remarks that
« Edison is much given to dreaming”, his “scientific imagination”
being constantly at work.

Would to goodness the men of science exercised their “ scientific
imagination” a little more and their dogmatic and cold negations
a little less. Dreams differ. In that strange state of being which,
‘as Byron has it, puts us in a position “with seal’d eyes to see,”
one often perceives more real facts than when awake. Imagination
is, again, one of the strongest elements in human nature, or, in the
words of Dugald Stewart, 1t  is the great spring of human activity,
and the principal source of human improvement. . . . . Destroy
the faculty, and the condition of men will become as stationary as
that of brutes.” It is the best guide of our blind senses, without
which the latter could never lead us beyond matter and its illusions.
The greatest discoveries of modern science are due to the imagi-
native faculty of the discoverers. But when has anything new been
postulated, when a theory clashing with, and contradicting a com-
fortably settled predecessor without orthodox science first sitting
on it, and trying to crush it out of existence? Harvey was also
regarded at first as a “ dreamer”” and a madman to boot. Finally,
the whole of modern science is formed of ¢ working hypotheses,”
the fruits of * scientific imagination” as Mr. Tyndall felicitously
.called it.

Is it, then, because consciousness in every universal atom and
the possibility of a complete control over the cells and atoms of his
body by man, have not been honored so far with the Wmprimatur
of the Popes of exact science, that the idea is to be dismissed as
a dream? Occultism gives the same teaching. Occultism tells
us that every atom, like the monad of Leibnitz, js a litile universe
in itself; and that every organ and cell in the human body is

.endowed with a brain of its own, with memory therefore, experi-
ence and discriminative powers. The idea of Universal Life, com-
posed of individual atomic lives, is one of the oldest teachings of
esoteric philosophy, and the very modern hypothesis of modern
science, that of crystalline life, 1s the first ray from the ancient
luminary of knowledge that has reached our scholars, If plants
can be shown to have nerves and sensations and instinct (but
another word for consciousness), why not allow the same in the
cells of the human body? Science divides matter into organic
and inorganic bodies, only because it rejects_the idea_of absolute
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life and a life-principle as an entity: otherwise it would be the
first to see that absolute life cannot produce even a geometrical

~ point, or an atom inorganicin its essence. But Occultism, you see,

“teaches mysteries” they say; and mystery is the negation of
common sense, just as again metaphysics is but a kind of poetry,
according to Mr. Tyndall. There is no such thing for science as
mystery ; and, therefore, as a Life-Principle is, and must remain,
for the intellects of our civilized races for ever a mystery on phy-
sical lines—they who deal in this question have to be of necessity
either fools or knaves.

Dizit. Nevertheless, we may repeat with a French preacher:
« Mystery is the fatality of science.” Official science is surrounded
on every side and hedged in by unapproachable, for ever impene-
trable mysteries. And why? Simply because physical science is
self-doomed to a squirrel-like progress around a wheel of matter
limited by our five senses. And though it is.as confessedly igno-
rant of the formation  of matter, as of the generation of a simple
cell; though it is as powerless to explain what is this, that, or the
other, it will yet, dogmatize and insist on what life, matter and the
rest are not. It comes to this: the words of Father Felix, address-
ed fifty years ago to the French academicians, have nearly become
immortal as a truism: “Gentlemen,” he said, ‘“you throw into
our teeth the reproach that we teach mysteries. But imagine
whatever science you will ; follow the magnificent sweep of its
deductions . . . . . and when you-arrive at its parent source,
you come face to face with the unknown!” :

Now, to lay at rest once for all in the minds of Theosophists
this vexed question, we intend to prove that modern science, owing
to physiology, is itself on the eve of discovering that consciousness
is universal—thus justifying Edison’s ¢ dreams.” But before we
do this, we mean also to show that though many a man of science
is soaked through and through with such belief, very few are brave
enough to openly admit it, as the late Dr. Pirogoff of St. Peters-
burgh has done in his posthumous Memoirs. Indeed that great
surgeon and pathologist raised by their publication quite a howl
of indignation among his colleagues. How then ? the public asked.
He, Dr. Pirogoff, whom we regarded as almost the embodiment of
Turopean learning, believing in the superstitions of crazy alche-
mists ? He, who, in the words of a contemporary—

“ was the very incarnation of exact science and methods of thought ; who,
had dissected hundreds aud thousands of human organs, making himself
thus acquainted with all the mysteries of surgery and anatomy as we are with
our familiar furniture ; the savant for whom physiology had no secrets, and
who, above all men, was one of whom Voltaire might have ironically asked
whether he had not found immortal soul between the bladder and the blind
gut,—that same Pirogoff is found after his death devoting whole chapters in
his literary Will to the scientific demonstration. . . . . ?

—of what ? Why, of the existencein every organism of a distinct
«vyrraL Forcr,” independent of any physical or chemical process.
Like Liebig he accepted the derided and tabooed homogeneity of
nature—a Life-Principle, and that persecuted and hapless teleology,
or the science of the final causes of things, which is as philosophi-
cal as it is unscientific, if we have to belicve imperial and royal

































































































