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Th2 Theosophist. (July 1891.]

I beg to apologize to you and your readers for an error which 1 greatly
vegret, and shall be much obliged by your making room for the accompany-
ing Corrigenda in an early number of the Theosophist, to seb the matter right.

I am, Dear Sir,
Very truly yours,
HeNrRY PRATT, M. D.
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“THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
(Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

.O'UR‘ AUSTRALIAN LEGACY: A LESSON.
TNHERE died in December 1887, at Brisbane, Queensland, on his
return from a Governmental scientific mission, Carl Hei 1b.
Hartmann, F. T, S., Member of the Royal H:orticult»u;'al Societ, m].E:I
‘Jeft.an estate, comprising a lovely public garden and nurse ang‘ th .
rgal-esta.te, at Toowoomba; a saleable stock of trees -a,ngy lamto 5 S
~gmall herd of cattle; several horses; a small cellar of wifes o: ’h'a
ov?n. growing ; household furnitare; about 300 shares of marl::eta.b]ls
mining stock; and a rich collection of curios from New Guinea, o
which he had placed a value of several hundred pounds sterlin , uIF)‘on
-the nursery he had refused an offer of £4,000, and at a low va.%’l;atiozr
~provided that the property were not sacrificed by forcing it upon ’
market prostrated by local labor difficulties, the whole estate was }:vortlal
£5,000, over and above what he gave in various bequests. Sev ‘l
months after his death I learnt—from a third part; not. fro ir;
execu-tors, who, for reasons of their own, had not writtz:n me a wmrd i
-that he had made me his residuary legatee as representative (f) h—-
Theosophical Society. ' o fhe
My first step was to instruct the i
Socie.ty to write and ask whether Mr.sg:izggn:fhﬁ l:;};ezszphl'(;al
im.d n’f’ s0, whether they consented to the bequest, or com la.inmrllu yi;
injustice. The replies were somewhat conflicting, s,o I decilc)led :o .
‘to the spot myself and ascertain the facts at ﬁrst’ kand. On th 3g¢(1,
March last I sailed in the P. and Q. S. S. “ Oceana” ;'rom Cole lf
on the 27th reached Brisbane—by coasting steamer from Sydn Omtho’
terminus of the P. and O. Australian service—and on the 30{h eyt:, :
of the train at Toowoomba—a town 120 miles inland, my journe g’: em:i
E‘he first day and night I spent in a hotel, the next I movedyoutnt(;
Hartmann’s Gardens,” and took up residence.
It is a charming place of popular resort, wi i 1
ornamental landscape gardening, a profusiont’ of tzi:::’::;‘;:");t;:
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and ornamental and flowering shrubs and plants testifying to the
botanical skill and good taste of the late proprietor. There is an
extensive conservatory full of rare plants, and another attached to
the. house, with a lofty roof of wood and a tower, or lantern, in the
apex. In this latter were cases of selected shells, corals and butter-
flies, and jars of reptilia, all possessing a scientific value, while the
four walls were covered with trophies, artistically composed, of strange
weapons of war and the chase, utensils of husbandry, and fishing
nets, spears and tackle, as used by the savages of New Guinea. The
nursery property is at the brow of a ridge 2,000 feet above sea-level,
and from the house-front the delighted eye sweeps over a varied land-
scape of wild eucalyptus and other jungle and detached clearings,
stretching seventy miles away to a range of bluish hills, far beyond
which lies Brisbane, the capital of Queensland. Entering the nur-
sery property from the public road, one drives through an avenue of
trees indigenous to Oceanea, and others of tropical habitat—such
a8 cacti, aloes and palms—until the way is barred by a fence which
encloses the ornamental gardens and admits only foot-passengers. Beyond
this, a grassy road as wide as the entrance avenue corducts, in tor-
tuous ways, up to the house, which is perfectly embowered in a grove
of imbrageous trees. The place is famed throughout the Colony for
its beauty, and known to thousands in the other Australian Colonies
as the home of the winner of several hundred diplomas and medals
at their various horticultural shows. Mr. Hartmann was a tireless
* worker and, besides attending to his business proper, kept up a cor-
respondence with the most eminent botanists and naturalists, such
‘a8 Baron Miieller, Mr. F. M. Bailey, Mr. Tryon, etc., etc., and has,
" 1 believe, given his name to some new species of plants and insects. He
"emigrated from Germany to Queensland about thirty years ago, bought
“four acres of this estate on easy terms of a fellow-countryman, and
“ with the help of his brother Hugo and, later, of his old father, who
came across seas to them, extended it to its present area of forty-two
acres. He married, children were born to him, and all, as they grew
"big enough, took a hand iun the digging and planting, the pruning,
grafting and budding, the saving and hoarding that was—though they
" did not know it—to make the legacy that would one day be offered
to me for the behoof of the Theosophical Society—then unborn. He had
an idea that parents did their children more harm than good by leav-
ing them any considerable property,—a notion which I share with him
as the result of personal experience and observation. But he adopted
“those views late in life, and did not give his two lusty sons and his excel-
lent danghter fair warning of what they might expect, until shortly
before his fatal journey to New Guinea. | Thus, by all the rules of equity,
he was indebted to them and his brother Hugo for the value of all
their years of unrequieted labor on the estate, and should have provided
for them adequately in his will ; but did not.
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Mr. Hartmann died of a fever caught in New Guinea, almost im-
mediately upon landing at Brisbane upon his return. I am sorry to say
that his is another case of suicide by asceticism, like poor Powell’s,
Mrs. Shelburne’s, Professor W. Denton’s, and others’. A very earnest
and aspiring man, very altruistic and capable of great self-sacrifice, yet
unquestionably & fanatic. He was carried away with the unreasonablo
notion that one may develop himself into an adept within this one
birth by a mere course of starvation and continence, regardless of the
question whether he had, in previous incarnations, trained himself up
to the normal point of beginning for the “ home-stretch” in this birth.
Among his papers I found the draft of a letter he had addressed to our
Head-quarters, in which he asks whether he may not, by taking a year's
course of Turkish baths, sweat off his old body and build up a fresh and
better one by the system described in that valuable essay, “ The Elixir
of Life”! That threw a complete light upon the misleading theory upon
which he went on starving himself to the size of a skeleton, and ulti-
mately so reducing his vitality that he could not brace up against the
attack of the New Guinea fever; an exact repetition of poor Powell’s
case at Ambasamudram. Asceticism does not answer for some consti.
tutions, especially if gone into late in life ; it would have killed me if T
had rebelled against medical advice and kept it up after 1889, and
H. P. B. could not stand it even so well as myself in her later years,
whatever she may have done in the days of her youth. It is not plea-
sant to have to speak thus candidly about the cause of poor Hartmann's
death, but it is too important a warning to others in our Society to
permit me to keep silent.

Hartmann had long been an active Spiritualist, some medium
having converted him from Materialism, like s0o many others, and he
had spent no end of time and money to promote the spread of that
movement throughout Australasia. He had noted medinms to visit him,
and I found their subsequent letters to him speaking rapturously abeut
the delights of the Range Nursery and the kind hospitality of their
host. By some chance—I think it was something that Mr. Terry wrote
in his Harbinger of Light—his attention was drawn to Theosophy and
our Society. Then followed purchases and the reading of our books
and magazines, some correspondence with Head-quarters, the change in
his views, his adoption of ascetic habits, his application for a charter
to form a Queensland Branch, his complete devotion to our cause, the
bequeathing of his property to me as residuary legatee, his speedy
subsequent death, and, as the end of all, my unexpected voyage to
Australasia, and its probably momentous consequences. Thus indirectly,
in the most unforeseen yet perfectly natural sequences of events, are
the workings of Karma brought about. A man writes an article for his
magazine, and without in the least calculating upon, or even wishing, it,
this little cause perhaps results in orientalising the religious thought of
that portion of the world. Just so, I buy a Banner of Light in New
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York, one day in 1874 ; which leads to my going to the Eddy Home-
stead' ; which makes me acquainted with H. P. B., the Hastern philoso-
phy and the Masters; which begets the Theosophical Society and its
consequences. A far cry to Lochow, is it not ? Yet see how the two ends
fit.

Tt may well be imagined that Mr. Hartmann's children fell to
hating the Theosophical Society and its Founders with a cordial hatred,
not easily expressible in words when they came to know the terms of
his Will. They had never had the least sympathy with their father’s
spiritualistic and theosophical fads—as they regarded them. They
suspected that I had encouraged him to Will away his property from
them. They clubbed together and paid the most eminent legal Counsel
in Queensland—Sir 8. W. Griffiths, the Premier—for his opinion as to
the validity of the bequest; but found, to their rage and disgust, that
the Will was a good one, and it would be & waste of money to try to
break it. Only then did they write and beg me to show clemency.
When I turned up at the spot there was hatred and very little hope in
their hearts. As for the public of Toowoomba, the family had so gone
about complaining of their wrongs and exciting prejudice against the
Society, that it would not have taken much to set the mob to stoning me
out of the town or giving'me a coat of tar and feathers. And T, as innocent
a5 the babe unborn of all procurement of, or consent to, the deceased
man’s sction, or sympathy with that sort of thing under any circum-
stances ! In point of fact, when the deceased had written us of his inten-
tion to throw up all worldly concerns and join the Head-quarters Staff,
I had caused a reply to be sent him (which I found among his papers)
strongly discouraging the projeet as utopian, and eormselling him to
stop where he was and do his duty to those about h.lm. As for any-
body at Adyar knowing what his testamentary intentions were, we had
not the least suspicion that he intended to leave the Society a rupee, and
moreover his Will was only drafted for him by his friend Mr. Castles,
of Brisbane, just as he was leaving for New Guinex?‘. The greflter the
pity, for if he had bat hinted to me his purpose, I might have dissuaded
him from doing & wrong to his family, and thus prevented them from
sending their maledietions after him into the Kama Loca.

When I came to look at the case it presented two aspects, the legal
and the moral, As to the first, it has been seen above that the best
Jawyer of the Colony had declared the Will valid and the property mine,
to do with as I liked, the Society not being a legal entity and I being
unfettered by any formal deed of trust. Now I was in honor b’ounfl to
do my best for the Society, which is poor, in need of funds for various
branches of its work, especially for the Adyar Library, of all its found-
ations facile princeps. Moreover, the Convention of last December had
particularly asked me by Resolution voted nem. con., to use my bost
endeavors to collect money for the Library while on my travels. Now
£5,000 meant about Rs. 70,000, which in Government Four Per Ceuts
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would give an income of Rs. 2,800, or enough to pay the salaries of two
pandits and one caretaker ; and here was the money held out to me, nay,
thrust at me, by the dead man's hand. Has the reader ever seen the
travelling mesmerist mountebank place a coin in his subject’s hand and
then tell him it was red hot, and then seen the poor wretch drop it, and
blow on his hand and declare it blistered ? Well, Hartmann put his
money into my hand, but a sense higher than his will made me see that
I could not afford to keep it, for it was hot with injustice and wet with
the tears of rage. The Society had never hitherto received a penny of
that sort of very hard cash, and as long as I am President never shall,

- if I can, prevent it. That being settled, my next point to decide was

whether I should take any portion, however small, of the estate. Upon
reflection I determined that I would leave that to the family to decide ;
if they were willing to give me what might fairly be considered tho
testator’s own share, well and good; I might take it freely, without
compunction. I called them together to talk it over, and one and all
told me they placed their interests unreservedly in my hands, and should
be quite satisfied with any partition I might suggest. Upon full reflec-
tion I drafted and laid before them the following offer :—
*“ RANGE NURSERY, Toowoomsa, 9th April, 1891.

I make the following offer to the children and brothers of the late C. H.
Hartmann:

I. I will gell to them, or to anybody they may choose ‘as their attorney, all my
right, title and interest as P. T. S. in the residue of the estate for the sum of
£1,000 (one thousand pounds) in cash; and a sum sufficient to cover the cost of my
travelling expenses from and to India—say £130.

II. I will execnte any necessary legal paper to this effect, and instract the
executors to make over the property, legally mine, to them in my place.

III. If they wish it, I will take one half of the £ 1,000 in cash, or three-fourths
—as they prefer—say £500 or £750—and loan the remainder upon a primary
mortgage with interest at six per cent. (6 per cent)* per annum, upon the Range
Nursery property (viz., 42 or 43 acres) with the buildings and improvements as they
stand, but not inclading the nursery or hot-house stock. The mortgage may be left
standing for five years or longer as may be hereafter mutnally agreed upon between
them and myself or successor in office.

IV. Thefamily must all notify me of their acceptance of these terms and of
their desire that I shal! execute the transfer papers to one or two of their number
ag representatives of all the five.

V. The family must undertake to settle all the legacies to individuals as made
in the Will.

VI. This offer to be accepted on or before the 17th April instant.

H. S. Orcort, P. T. S.”
Without leaving the room the heirs accepted the offer with expres-
sions of warm gratitude. The document bears the following endorsement.
“ We accept the above offer, and request that Col. Olcott will recognize the
Hon. Mr. Isambert, M. P. of Brisbane, as our agent and representative. (Signed)
C. H. Hartmann, H. H. Hartmann, Helena Hartmann Davis. In presence of

F. Harley Davis and John Roessler” (one of the two executors under the Will).
I thought it best to embody this document in the present narrative,

* The Jocal bank rate was 8} per cent,
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that the record of the case may stand complete. We have so often been
charged with selfish, money-making motives by the unscruPulous t'ra-
ducers of our Society, that it is not only judicious but my imperative
duty to give our friends the means of refuting such slanders hen.cefm:th.
When they revile us now, we may simply bid them go and do likewise.
In fact, this is what some of the outspoken Australasian papers actually
did. By some good chance it happened that while I was out in that
part of the world, a Protestant woman died and left an estate worth
£16,000 to some Scotch Presbyterian (if I remember arvight ;—I am
writing this at sea and without documents to refer to) Church. A sister,
or brother’s widow, was left without the smallest provision for her
support, although in sore straits. She vainly besought the lega.tecs to
give her at least some small annuity to save her from starvation ; t{wy
would give nothing. Naturally, the comments of the Jiberal Australian
press were the reverse of complimentary to them, and the behavior of
the Theosophists cited in contrast.

When Hartmann left for New Guinea, his brother Hugo took
gervice in Brisbane, and his three children all took up “selections”
of Government land, and set to work to build themselves s]ab-sid.ed,
corrugated-iron-roofed cabins in the heart of the jungle, twelve miles
distant from the homestead. I rode there myself and stopped over-
pight with one of the boys, that I might judge for myself as to their
character and their moral right to share in the father’s estate. I
now know what the Australian “bush” is, and can unders:tund n!l
that Rolf Boldrewood and Henry Kingsley and other charming wri-
ters mean in their descriptions of Australian people, life and manners.
The children had done what they had in sheer desperation, as they of
course expected to be turned out of the old homestead _Peck an.d
crop by some local agent of the accursed Olcott. They admitted this
to me after we came to a good understanding. You may fancy the
revulsion of feeling upon finding a friend where they had counted upon
having a despoiler. I became transformed into a friend, a fa,t.he.ar; love
replaced hatred in their hearts, and with one accord tl.wy all .7.omed the
Theosophical Society ! A connexion said it was something entlrfaly new
to Australia, to see a man who had had money put legally 1‘nto his
hand, opening the hand to give away the legacy from mo.tlves of
mere justice. Of course, I let him and all understand that if I hafl
done any otherwise, I should have forfeited the respect of all my Council
and other colleagues when the facts came to be known. I had to
revert to this more than once, even in my public utterances, because
nually being talked about. I told my audiences at Mel-
pourne and elsewhere that it was discreditable to the standard of
public morality, that so simple an act of common justice' shkould have t.o
be commented upon : if Australian Christians were l’ivmg up tf’ their
religious professions, this sort of thing would pass without notice and

as a matter of course.

it was conti
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However that may be, the effect upon Australian public opinion
was marked : the Theosophical Society became a most interesting body
of amiable fanatics; I was everywhere asked to lecture upon Theosophy
and Buddhism, and was applauded by large audiences, clergymen com-
ing to hear me each time. My rooms at the hotels where I put up
were thronged with ladies and gentlemen anxious to question me and
join the Society. And as for friends—dear me !—what a number of
loving personal friends I made: never, in any foreign country, have
I made so many in so short a time.

I easily resuscitated Hartmann’s abortive Queensland Theosophical
Society and formed others in the capital towns. The material offering
itself was of the best. :

My register contains the names of Members of Parliament, high
Government officials, editors, artists, barristers, solicitors, physicians,
merchants, planters, artisans, private gentlemen and ladies, and—with
apologies to our dear foes, the missionaries—clergymen. I am sorry to
spoil their sport, but it must be said that even Christian clergymen of
orthodox repute and much influence have joined this Society, whose
bones they are trying to gnaw. And, moreover, I heard the Rev.
G. D. Buchanan, 5. A, preaching to an audience of 1,500 persons in
Melbourne upon * Nirvana and Heaven,” tell them that asan agency to
bring Eastern and Western thought together, the Theosophical Society
had his very best wishes. It reminded me of the circumstance that
after my lecture in Edinburgh, in 1884, the most popular preacher in
that city took me by the hand, invoked God’s blessing upon my work,
and said Theosophy was the identical gospel that he was preaching in
his pulpit every Sunday in the year ! I think Chitragupta, the Record-
keeper of the Akaz, will write the names of these honorable clergymen
on the same white page in his Register where those of Heathen and
Pagan philanthropists are already inscribed.

When I went to Australasia there were but three weak Branches in
that part of the world—those at Melbourne, Wellington (New Zealand)
and Hobart (Tasmania) ; the one which Hartmann had tried to open
had, as above stated, utterly failed, and I found the unused charter
among his papers, together with a number of Diplomas of fellowship,
dated 1881, but never delivered. When I left the country there were
seven good ones, among whose members are many thoroughgoing mys-
tics and Theosophists, from whom we ought to expect much. . The
seventh Branch being formed—at Adelaide, South Australia, on May
26th—T issued the usual official Order authorizing the formation of an
Australasian Section, to include all present and future Branches in
Australia Proper, New Zealand, Tasmania and the islands in proximity
to the Continent. I was fortunate enough to secure as General Secre-
tary a gentleman of great ability, eminent as an ethnologist, and
Fellow of many European learned societies—Dr. A. Carroll, A. M,
M. p, etc. He is now engaged in scientific research in New South
































































































