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Thilosophy”. M. Tarde says M. Bruanétiére, simply, states the old
problem of Freewill versus Predestination, in the more modern terms of
personal identity versus surrounding circumstances. The Criminal, he
8ays emphatically, i3 the work of his Orime—and, even admitting that
crime may be a form of degeneration or malady, it is not—so M. Tarde

lised in any convolution of the brain. Society can

holds—to be loca
do much to modify in one sense or another the individual proclivities.

Therefore Society is responsible ; therefore a
d of excusing crimes by the force of passion which

writing. Insten
jnduced them, and arguing that as the individual was temporarily
« glienated” from himself he should not be held responsible, M. Tarde's

theory is that, «the contrary is true. In proportion as we abandon
ourselves to the force of passion, it is the ¢self’ which we allow to be
developed in the direction of its worst instincts (here we can perceive
an unconscious recognition of the existence of the dual Manas); it is
egoism in its most anti-social sense which breaks down the barriers that
are opposed to it;ib is personal responsibility, both moral and personally,

ed instead of being diminished. The body has been defined as

aggravat

a little condensed air living in air. May not the soul be defined as
o little incarnate Society living in Society ?7’—Truly, and M. Tarde
approaches s0 closely the teachings of Theosophy that he affords only

e of the vast number of writers and teachers who are
and pen the first object of our Society ; that
Joctrine of Solidarity, or of the duty of the one to the many, which
is slowly but surely gaining ground under so many different names.
A recent and curious corroboration of the teachings contained in the
« Secret PDoctrine” is to be found in the fact, stated as sunch by Dr.
Luys in the pages of the Fortnightly, that if a hypnotized subject, ina
state of lethargy, grasps the North pole of a magnet he is filled with in-
tense joy and sees beautiful flames issuing from the end of the magnet ; if,
however, heis connected with the South pole he is profoundly miserable
and usually flings the magnet away in horror! Turn now to Vol. ii. of
the -« Secreb Doctrine,” page 400 and we find (in @ foot-note) the
«The two poles.....,...Every beneficient (astral and cosmic)

one more instanc
advocating with tongue

following—
action comes from the North ; every lethal influence from the South Pole.”’
" Madame Blavatsky's Editorial (in Lucifer) for this month—being

a protest against Mr. Grant Allen’s ideal (?) of womanhood—receives a

d unprejudiced notice in the pages of the Review of

very fair an
Reviews—where she is stated to have been the first to break the silence

with which, 8o far, Editors of magazines and reviews have received

Mr. Allen’s abominable article in the Undversal Review for June.
Again, « Well done, Theosophy !’
' A. L. C.

¢ penal philosophy” is worth
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH
- " ’ )
[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares]

THE FIRST LEAF OF T. S. HISTORY.

HAVE just come across a fragment of th
versary .f&ddress as Presiden%—Founder, :ng[ i;);: :l)y':trSt Anni
:;::;fnber‘s1 in its contents: Its date is October 4, 1876 langre'sbt o
< 1;7{ere at ouf' rooms: in Mott Memorial Hall, in the’ cit o;:' 1\?’&3
thox; b l')l‘he secing of it brought back in a rush all the meslrnori o
at baby-age of our Theosophical movement; that time of e‘?' "
h;)p;ix, perfect Frust, and fond illusions. It also recalled the reo l}mght'
of the c‘rumblmg away of certain illusions we had been un;0 o
the.Irvmg Place group of ladies and gentlemen agreed e
mo.t-lon, to. form+ a body, which became in due courg;e tl, o my’
phical Society. The imminence of its coming Fifteenth Ale .ThGOSO-
lends an interest to this first leaf of the Society’ ey
me t; point the lesson it contains. 7
t will be remembered by some that the meeting ab
::l n:wlloa;i :;1 a'n:if(())zrma,l gath(?l-ing of friends and acquzgntazzzs,rif)er:ﬁg
e Geonge 1. el explanationof o criin slegos demyeny by i
of the Lost Canon of Proportion bO :s: of whic ey % him
:)f Greece had built their temph;s an focif'uzls,:whlzlse II;Z‘II:: si;LerI:;itecté
by a set of very fine colored drawings, was tenfold he: htu i rat‘fd
;Szires]t lgr his assertion that he had not only found, on liad?nedtllln
b (E );Ec 5, thai:: the elemental spirits were largeiy used in thl;gt ;
ple z 1es,b I ut he had even deciphered the mantrams by w}f'm];
b g; cioc:: siln]:lglzte;io,mhad practically tested them, and found 'th:in
. an resent wer iri
myself included, of opcr;x xynifd, wlt:o“fvl:rese:::g; Oiidsﬂ:rli'i;z;isis’
0

8 history, and induces



66 The Theosophist. [Nov.

investigate this subject, " even though they should be compelled
to face a myriad demons angry at those who might invade their
mysterious demain. As for myself, I had acquired a full conviction of
their existence and of the power of man to subjugate them, from seeing
many phenomena produced by Madame Blavatsky under non-(rather, I
should say, anti-)mediumistic conditions. 1 had also come to know of
the existence of initiated magical adepts in Egypt, India and certain
other parts of the world. The chance, therefore, of being able, with
Mr. Felt’s help and without dragging in the names of either of my
Teachers, to throw such a flood of light upon the problem of psychical
phenomens, at once suggested itself to my mind ; so I wrote on a slip of
paper a line or two asking H. P. B. if she thought it a good idea to propose
the formation of such a Society, got Mr. Judge to pass it over to her to
the opposite side of the room, and, upon her nodding assent, rose and,
after making some remarks about the lecture and lecturer, asked if tho
ecinpany present would join me in organizing a society of research in
the department covered by Mr. Felt’s alleged discovery. I dwelt upon
the materialistic tendencies of the age and the desire of mankind to
get absolute proof of immortality ; pointing to the enormous spread
of the spiritualistic movement as the best evidence of the fact, and
hinting at the possibility of our being helped in our philanthropic
work by the Teachers, from whom H. P. B. had learnt what she
knew, if we seriously and unselfishly set ourselves to study. Among
the friends present was a Unitarian clergyman, who had an editorial
connection with a religious paper, and his not very full report of
that meeting—which lies before me as I write—brings back the
gcene vividly to my memory. The suggestion was taken up at
once, Mr. Felt promised to show us his elementals, and to direct our
studies; the formation of the Society was unanimously voted, I was
elected President pro. tem., and a committee was appointed to draft
the necessary code of rules and declaration of principles. I have given
.these facts more briefly before. The meeting occurred late in August
(1875), the By-Laws Committee had several sessions; on the 16th
October a meeting of the members was called to discuss, and one on
the 30th to adopt, the draft finally agreed upon. On the latter occasion
an adjourned meeting was appointed for the formal inauguration
of the officers and the opening address of the President. Thus the
executive life of the Society dates from the evening last specified. The
officers chosen were the following :
President: Henry S. Olcott.
Vice-Presidents: S. Pancoast, ¥. 0., and George Henry Felt.
Corresponding Secretary: H. P. Blavatsky.
Recording Secretary: John Storer Cobb, LL. .
~ Treasurer: Henry J. Newton.
- Inbrarian : Charles Sotheran,

1890.] The First Leaf of T. S. Society. &T

Councillors: Rev. J. H. Wiggin, Emma Hardinge Britten,
R. B. Westbrook, p. p., iL. p, C. H. Simmons, 4. b, Herbert
D. Monachesi.

Counsel to the Society: Wm. Q. Judge.

Mr. Charles Carleton Massey, Barrister-at-Law, of London, was
present at the meeting of October 30, joined the Society, and thus
be?ame one of its co-founders. Later, the famous and honored Mr.
Wllli.am Stainton Moses, M. A. (Oxon), already an active correspondent
of. mine—and ever since a dear friend—joined us, as did also Miss
szlir{gbury, the then General Seeretary of the British Spiritualists’
Association, and other excellent persons. They ultimately organized in
the year 1878, with the help of Dr. Storer Cobb as my official Delegate
the first of our Branches, the British T. S., now known as the Londor;
Lodge T. S., under a charter issued by me in 1876. ‘

The originally declared objects of the Theosophical Society
were the study of occult science and esoteric philosephy, in theory
and practice, and the popularisation of the. facts throughout the
world. The original Preamble says: “ In other words they (the Found-
ers) hope that by going deeper than modern science has. hitherto
done into the Esoteric philosophies of ancient times, they may be
enabled to attain for themselves and other investigators, proof of
vthe existence of an ¢ Unseen Universe, the nature ofoits il’xha.bita,nts
if such there be, and the laws which govern them and their relatiom;
with mankind.” In a word, our hope was to acquire this occult
kr;owledgedwith the aid of Mr. Felt and H. P. B. That our ideas were
eclectic and non-sectarian is clearl i
celectic and non. » early shown in the fsecond paragraph »

“ Whatever may be the private opinions of its members, the Society has no dog-
mas to enforce, no creed to disseminate. It is formed neither as a Spirtualistic schism
nOf to .serve as t'he foe or friend of any eectarian or philosophic body. Its only.
axiom 1.5 the omnipotence of truth, its only creed a profession of unqualified devotion
to its dxscovex"y and propagation. In considering the qualifications of applicants
for membership, it knows neither race, sex, color, country nor creed.”

I drafted this document myself, and this is the platform upon
which we took our stand, and have been standing ever since. Th}:are
is no distinct formulation as yet of the now-known “Three Objects,”
but the Universal Brotherhood clause is mirrored in the eclecticis;xz
-above expressed, and the study of Oriental Literature in the eleventh
paragraph of the Preamble, where it is said that ‘“The Founders
being baffled in every attempt to get the desired knowledge in other
quarters, turn their faces toward the Orient, whence are derived all
systems of religion and philosophy.” The modesty of our pretensions
may be gauged by this concluding paragraph of the .document in
question :

“The Theosophical Sosciety, disclaiming all pretension to the possession of
wnusual advantages, all selfish motives, all disposition te wilfully and caugelessly
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injure any established organization, invites the fraternal co-operation of such as
can realise the importanco of its field of labor, and are in sympathy with the ebjects
for which it has been organized.”

Our first bitter disappointment was the failure of Mr. Felt to fulfil
his promises. With difficulty T got him to give one or two more lectures,
but he never showed us so much as the wag of the tail of a vanishing
elemental. H. P. B., then working night and day npon her first book,
#“Isis Unveiled,” soon refused to even attend our meetings, let alone

‘do 80 much at them as make the smallest phenomenon—though she was

continually astounding her visitors with them at her own house—
and so, naturally enough, the leading Spiritualists in the Society became
dissatisfied and dropped out. Forced, contrary to all my expectations,
to keep up the interest at the meetings and carry the whole load myself,
while at the same time attending to my professional business and helping
H. P. B. on “Isis,” I did what I could in the way of getting psycho-
méter‘s; clairvoyants, mesmerisers, and spiritual mediums to show us
sundry phases of psychical science. Gradually a correspondence grew up
with home and foreign fellow students, and so the year wore away, and
the evening arrived when my first annual address was delivered. Un-
fortunately the second half of the MS. is missing, so that I cannot give a
complete survey of the year’s work. The chief topics I find in the portion
“before me are these : (@) the completion of the first draft of “Isis Unveil-
ed”’—which was re-written twice and finally published by J. W. Bouton,
of New York, on the 29th September 1877 ; (b) the public celebration of
the funeral rites of one of our members, Baron de Palm, a Bavarian
niobleman, whose body I publicly cremated in the month of December
following, this being the beginning of the now popular cremation move-
ment in America ; (¢) the rescue from starvation and return to their own
country in charge of one our members, Mr. Edward Spaulding, of a
of destitute Tunisian Arabs who had found their way to New
York; (d) the testing of the mediumship of Dr. Slade, by request of
the professors of the St. Petersburg University, and the sending of him
there under a contract executed by me with him on their behalf ; (¢) the
successful attempts of four of our members to project their astral bodies
and visit distant friends. One case in point I may cite here, since I had
the gentleman’s permission at the time to make it known :—

«QOne of our Fellows who resides in Europe, and who kas been more snceessful
in his experiments than any other of us, has been in the habit of lying upon his
getteo for an hour, after dressing himself in the morning, and trying to go out of
hisbody. One night as I was at work at my table intently engaged upon the matter
in band, I heard & low, indescribable sound, and turning my head quickly I saw, as
-though he were a phantom, our European friend. Before I could speak to him, he
,was gone. Upon the table lay a small diary, in which were given the differences in
‘time between the principal cities of the world. Turning to it I noted the hour it
‘then was in the place where the sleeper must be lying at that time, and at once
wrote to him the particulars. Ten days later I received a letter by post from him,
‘telling me that at an hour which' corresponded exactly with the one I had noted,

--he had succeeded in getting across the water, and seeing me., Our letters had
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crossed each other on the way—mine reaching him at about the same time that T
received his. The name of this gentleman, I am allowed to say, is W, Stainton-
Moses, a Professor in University College, London.”

The Address touches upon the interesting facts of the revival of the
word “ Theosophy” after it had been so long under the ban, and of the
possibility of forming a Theosophical Society in the clean air of pro-
gressive American thought; and note is taken of the instant notoriety
given to our undertaking by the press of the whole world : the bitter
assaults of the Spiritualistic Papers upon us, and a recent one by the
most noted medium-lecturer of the day, pretending to speak under the
control of disembodied human spirits. There were words of reproach
and admonition in the Address to such members as had joined us merely
to come and see miracles. It says:

“ The Theosophical Society was the last place of all to visit, if miracle-seeing
were the only object in view. Its Founders made no contract to develop medinms
or magicians, but, on the contrary, expressly declared that what we did must mainly
bo done at home, by ourselves individually. The semi-monthly meetings, it was
remarked in the President’s Inaugural, would be devoted to a compsarison of per-
sonal experiences, the reading of correspondence, and the making of such experi-
ments as would succeed in a mixed assemblage.”

Observe how exactly the developments of character among our
members of the first year tally with those of every other one down to
the present : a majority come to gape and be astonished, to get psy-
chical powers for selfish ends without personal effort, a minority are
prompted by the yearning after knowledge, the wish to purge away
false ideas, and the strong desire to help mankind to see through error
extinguish ignorance, prejudice and selfishness, and to knit themselves
together in a common friendship of races and creeds.

The a,bov.e is a p!a,in, unvarnished narrative of the beginnings of
the Theosophical Society as it appears from the outside. Nofact hag
been suppressed or distorted, and no coloring given of magic or mys-
tery. No phenomenal dropping of MSS. out of Space occurred, no fairy
bells rang out joy-peals, no Eastern magician suddenly appeared
among us. I got no “order” to make the Society, nor wag any such
thing assumed by anybody in the room. The evolution of the Society
was—ag events now clearly prove—an inevitable incident in our con-
temporary social progress. The provocation of the suggestion lay in
my long-felt and practical interest in psychical science, now fanned
into a hot flame by H. P. B.s phenomena, my fresh contact
with Eastern adepts, and the apparently casy means of contri-

buting cnormously, with Mr. Felt’s help and H. P. B.s partiei-
pation, to the current knowledge of the astral world and its races.
The idea sprang up in my mind as naturally and spontaneously
as possible, as such ideas do usually occur in one's every-day experi-
ence. But a deeper problem lies back of this mental fact, Did the
thought of forming, first a group of students, to be known as the

- £ Miracle Club,” which I broached publicly shortly before, but which
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had to be abondoned because our intended experimental medium, one
David Dana—brother of the present Editor of the N Y. Sun——fm!ed
us utterly, and afterwards the Theosophical Society, really spring
from my own brain, or was it put there ab eaxtra, by some 1T1as.te‘r of
i;hought transference ? That is a question thatv cannot be judicially
gettled in the absence of Mahatma judges and &}dvanced Chela
jurymen. What my belief may be is not legal evidence, nor can
the case be ever determined, on this plane of consciousness. But here is
one analogous fact, of the nature of valid_proof to :me, not heretofore
published, to the best of my recollection,—though it may have be.en.
The Spiritual Scientist (Boston, U. S. A.) of that time c?ntalns as lez.tdmg
article a circular headed “ Important to Spiritualists,” and signed
¢« For the Committee of Seven, Brotherhood of Luxor,*,.” I wrote it
inyself, alone in my room, away from H. P. B.—in another city, in fact
—and, so far as I know, from every other hypnotising agent. The
document comprises six paragraphs as finally printed, my first draft
having been corrected and the matter re-arranged in what seemed
to me abetterorder. My mental state was an active one, my.thoughts
were clear, my judgment cool and calm; certainly, therefor.e, .1t was th.e
opposite to the mental condition of mediumship, viz., passivity. This
made the sequel all the more striking. I had the document sepm-z.a,tely
printed as a circular, and, as a matter of taste, ordered‘ the. printer
to do the initial of each paragraph in red ink, the rest being in b'lack.
The next time I saw H. P. B. I handed her a copy of the prm.ted
document, which she took to read, and presently began laughing.
Then she asked me to read the word that the red initials. composed,
reading from the top downward. Imagine my stupefactlofl to find
that they spelt’ the name of the very adept.—a,n Eg.yfftmn—from
whom, through H. P. B., I had been for some time receiving my eso-
teric teaching !  If anything was ever calculated to.make a beginner in
psychical study hesitate before dogmatising about independent mental

phenomena, this was. It struck like a thunderbolt ;—it meant so much. .

H. S. Orcorrs -

" MAITRAYO-UPANISHAD OF SAMA VEDA.
Translated by Kumbakonam T. S.
Aprvana I

A KING named Brihathratha having become convinced of the imp?ri
manency of this body, and having acquired indifference to matc;:m
objects, retired to the forests, leaving his eldest son to rule ov:fr( 15()1
kingdom. With hands uplifted and eyes fixed on the Sun he p(:l oru:lem
a severe Tapas (religious austerity). At the end of a tho.llsal;ie aytsh "
revered Sidkdtayana Muni, who was a kno'wer .of A:t.;ma_. llk.e. lv;1 to X
- smoke, and who was scorching (others) with his Téjas (spiritual lustre

.
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approached (him) and said: Rise, rise and choose a boon. The king
prostrated before him and said ; Oh Lord, I am not an Atmavit (knower
of Atma). Thou art a Tatvagyinee,! we hear. Please enlighten me
about Satwa (the state of Sat or Brahm). (To which) the Muni replied
thus: Oh, thou that art born of the race of Ikshwiku,* do not question
(me about this). This is difficult of explanation at first. Ask for any
other thing you desire. Thereupon the king touched SikAitayana on his
feet and recited the (following) verse :

2. What is the use of these or other (boons) to me ?  Oceans dry
up. Mountains sink (or fall) down. The position of Dhruva (polar
star) and the positions of trees change. Earthis drowned (in water).
The Devatas (gods) run away, leaving their (respective) places. (While
such is the case) I am That (in reality). Therefore of what avail to me
is the gratification of desires, since one who clings to the gratification
of desires is found to return again and again in this Samsira (mundane
existence) ; so please help me out of this Samsira. Me who am like a
frog that is (drowned) in a deep well. Thou art (my only) saviour.

3. Oh Lord! this body was only the result of sexual inter-
course. It is without wisdom. It is hell (itself). It came out through
the womb. It islinked together by bones. It is coated over with flesh.
It is bound by skin. It is replete with feces, urine, viyn (air),
bile, phlegm (Sléshma), fat, marrow, serum and many other impurities.
Oh Lord! to me who is in such a foul body (as this), thou only art
the saviour.

4. Thereupon, Lord Sikitayana was pleased, and addressed the
king thus: Oh Maharajah Brihathratha, who art the top of the flag
of Tkshwiku race, thou art an Atmagyinee (knower of Atma). Thou
art one that has done his duty. Thou art celebrated by the name of
Maruth (Véyu). (At which the rajah asked), Oh Lord ! in what way can
you describe Atma? To which he replied thus: Sound, touch and
others which seem to be realities are in fact unreal. The Bhiititma,
(lower self) clings to these and never thinks of the supreme seat. Through
Tapas, Satwa quality is acquired ; through Satwa, g (pure) mind is
acquired ; and through mind (Param) Atma (higher self) is reached,
Through reaching Atma one gets liberation. Just as fire without
fuel is absorbed into its original source, so chitta (thought) through the
decrease of its modifications is absorbed into its primeval fount. To g
mind that has mastery over Indriyas (sensual organs) and Truth, and
that which is not conscions of the objects of desire, the events that
occur through the bondage of Karma are merely false. 1tis chitta

(1) Madame Blavatsky explains thus in “ The Voice of Silence:” The Tatwa-
gyanee is the “knower” or discriminator of the principles in nature and in man; and
Atmagyanee is the knower of Atman or the universal oneself, :

(2) Tkshaku is theson of the present Manu (Vaivaswata) who again is the son
of Sun. Prom him is traced the Solar Dynasty, the sole remnant of *which—wviz.,
Maru—is said to resuscitate it in the next Krita-Yuga. King Brihathratha seems to be
3 descendant of six degrees remote, or he may be another member of the e%me race.
































































































