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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
[ Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]
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NETT RESULT OF OUR INDIAN WORK.

I\IADAME BLAVATSKY and I are growing old—both being about

sixty—and at the best can work only a few years longer, whether
in the tropics or elsewhere, jointly or singly. When we are dead and
gone; and when all momentary passions have died out, somebody will
impartially sum fp the net results of our joint and separate labors for
our fellows. Praise will be given in matters now made the excuse for
detraction, and calm criticism take the place of present ridiculous and
fulsome flattery. For us, it will make no difference ; nor should it now,
if we were not so imperfect, for the true and perfect altruist, having his
thought bent upon domg for others, cares not a jot whether he be praised
or blamed.

Asg there are milestones in every life-journey, so there are stages in
every public movement, whence its results may be judged. As to ours, it
may be said that, prior to our arrival in India, we had done nothing
beyond forming the first nucleus of the future Theosophical Society,
and laying its triple-walled foundation in our declaration of the Society’s
policy and aims, Our first great block of work was India, to which
Ceylon may be added; it being to the formér what the pendant single
drop is to the necklace of gems. Landing at Bombay in February 1879, we
have consequently been established in India more than 11} years: with
what results ? Why should we play into tho hands of the futnre
unfriendly biographer or historian by ignoring the facts which he will
garble, and by suppressing favorable contemporaneous comment; the
recording of which will make his scandalous work more hard and the
refutation of his falsehoods by our friends more sure ? It is so easy to put
the truth on record whilé we are alive, and challenge its gainsaying.

Our personal faults concern only onr individnal Karma, and neither
of us, two human motes in the sunshine of human evolution, are of enough
consequence to warrant either foe or friend to sit in judgment over us.
As to the results of our actions, that is quite another thing: it is well
worth the world’s while to sum them up from stage to stage, for the
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benefit of future would-be altruistic workers. An unu.sua]\y f;ul kmurll
malevolent libel against us having just been la\n'lched in Newf or eoof
the Stygian sea of malice and lies, the moment is opportune lor one

such retrospects.

In another article (March Number) on The Ontloo]'(," Ih part.xa.l;{l
touched upon the Indian situation. 1 sha.}l prese.nth.clte ;: efo;;m‘;ia
of one or two of the most conspicuous and mﬂu.entla,l 3ournads o tr: : .
This country is so far away from our own native lands, and BOﬂl: te:hi
anknown to the general reading public of. Europe. and Am;}nc:, a;V i
tendency of even our Western colleagues is to belittle our a; erSI:u os(;
What can I point to that will give them a means of c?mpmsgnth £ p:rt
: < the work of Wilberforce, Clarkson, Ga.rmso‘n an eir party,
N SB%" lly undermining and ultimately overthrowing Slavery. Tr?e,
u:ng?nat;ares;nlts have not come as yet, but the proximate ca.s:fali :v{hlch
. ;m out ha int where Wilbertorce

will work them out have. We are only’ ab t];e po1]1{1 e e
s o e e f’we“ty yea‘r:o hivevl:: rﬁ;rthefoimportation of
o B e &d(fitz:l sinllia;)s]:reamoulfd and see a phalanx of branch
gocieties existing, yet inert. Am T discouraged ? Not. in the .lgast. th;e n;sy
. ience, that simply means that they stand, hlfe deci uorfls oué
:2;:;';; t'o;' the revolution of the seasons to start the;r sai :ili(:w(;:ce.and
thed iag i ife- that works Nature's fores .;
jogs fo}mg;. vit;:rt;hfli:a;p of a new spring-time to ris.e. in th.e
- *:00, Wi;rue nak's of Indian Brahmanism and Buddhism, causing their
e be ohce more covered with luxuriant leafage. Yo:t
ligions, when fuily resuscitated, will be as different ft}‘lom thte}iz
:gz:;‘:atfl‘ fot"be'a;rs,‘ as the adult is from the youth; or, rather as

i lothes itself
Wi ith ich the evolving human monad.. clothe
e B i w?ﬁyiishook off in its last previous reincarna-

i he decrepit inil . :
d}ﬁel‘s 'i‘rl:? ]ii;eeis ihe Ea.me, the individuality 1dent1c?.l, bl.lt the %3w :::n
ho:al investiture will differ from the old. Education, n the Wes
po

35 now confined to the Indian minority, and that minc.n'ity is dong-
sent:? mh notised, if you like—by the majority ; as the clrc!e %cpa:; 8
‘;:’ propo{'Eionately, will increase thfa m:ddli;i;atltorl;nc;fﬁ;z:;n:nwa:mtr:
religions. Ultimately, exo'tenc rel.lglon - :,s e gon, Come
vi doctrine; thus reverting to its prim pect & ™ o

igi : lizations of their primal types.

ten;gomrgcz:i;o;‘ir;l;i::z: :?;'y slow one, so will the ultimate eiiects
z; ou:‘ grsia.tic work be long deferred. Eleven }Zears? l<:olle.iei :sla;s:: b:::
now graduated since our first a,mval;‘ alfd.ea.c one has i e
inf in :rection of higher religious thought by.on.r rature,
:ﬁuﬁﬁszsﬁmz appeals’ ind work of the many ?ocletlefs zla;nd. :l:::
.pféligious,, social, literary, political a,nd. philanthr:ogxic:‘;:;hn; u’tlof the
_mounting . of the life-sap, have sprung, dxrect]y. or in {;;w O het
< parent trunk of the Theosophical movement. I.t is as easy to e ol
- thein back -to eur initiative as for thic evolutionist to prove vhe or gl

negroes into the colo

hoary crowns to
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species by observing the physical and mental characteristics transmitted
from generation to generation. So that the foreign observer is to take
note of the fact that the net result of Theosophical work in India i3
not to be calculated from the number of active or passive Branches on
the Head-quarters’ books: it must be ganged from the tone of Indian
thought, the color of Indian aspiration, the nature and strength of
Indian religious interest, the sympathetic or antipathetic character of
Indian inter-tribal, personal and local, national and international, feeling
and from the taste for ancestral literature : gauged in comparison with
what existed prior to the beginning of 1879, the date of our arrival and
the commencement of our Indian labors. ‘
The results of such a survey are very encouraging, as showing the
fact that our time and -efforts have not been wasted. Yet, on the other
hand, it is saddening to think how much moré might have been done but
for our paucity of means. It is hard for a publicist nearing the term of
average human lifeto see before him the certainty that he must die with
his potential work half done for lack of capital and working colleagues—
especially so to the non-sectarian altruist, who appéals to the sympsthies
of none but the highest, broadest minded and most eclectic of man?
kind. By the beating of drums and flaunting of banners, the raising of
party cries, and the appeal to sectarian sentimentality, the honest,
humani ‘arian, yet ignorant, bigoted and eccentric Salvationist “ General”
gathers a huge income, covers the earth with self-denying workers, and
marshals his cohorts by thousands to parade his successes before &
wondering public. We have no sect to foster, no one creed to promul-
gate, resort to no meretricious methods to ensure snccess. So we have
hundreds to show as income where the others have their tens of
thousands, and the Theosophical movement, unlike ‘the Salvationist,
spreads quietly and undemonstratively over the whole globe.* Its con<
verts, too—if 8o clumsy a term be permitted—are to be found in the
class occupying the highest, instead of the lowest, social degree. We
gather in the Brahman of India, whom not even the ablest missionary;
let alone the shouting and frothing Salvationist, has been able to affect;
the most learned monks and best educated laymen of Buddhist couns
tries flock to our side; the boldest and clearest-thinking' persons of
Western countries are reading our books and discussing our views;
daily, recruits join us from the ranks of the Spiritualists, the Freethink-
ers, the Broad Churchmen, the Agnostics, and other brain-users.: Like
a subterranean stream, which follows the compact strata until it gets its
outlet and becomes a visible river, the essential ideas of the hoary
Aryan philosophies are running ;under the surface of contemporary
thought, and filtering into all the crannies and crevices of sdcial life._
They crop qut in the litérature of all the advanced nations; inspire the

* The Salvationists observe one week of “self-denial,” abstaining from all
luxuries and paying the mouey .into the “Army” treasury.. Last year £ 28,000
were thus realised. If every F. T, 8. should give one week’s income to.our Socief}.
it would probably have not less than £ 100,000 to carry on its work, von
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orator, the preacher and the poet, console the world-weary and the:

heavy-hearted, and. to many show a luminous pathway through the
obscure future. -The subtle power of Eastern thought is slowly leaven.
ing the world’s mind and slowly educating the world’s conscience.. Is
it not a grand and inspiriting fact to contemplate ; and ought not we,
two elderly people, to find recempense in it for much of our suffering
and sorrow, an offset for what' caitiff deserters, brutal libellers, smooth-
spoken hypocrites, and ingrate beneficiaries have compelled us to bear ?
Our harvest is ripening, our work is showing satisfactory results. We
may have few more years to'count upon, but our seed has been sown,
with both hands, broadcast over a wide field, If poverty must eripple us
to the end, so be it: we shall do our best, as we have hitherto done it,
and leave the squaring of acconnts with Karma. . If we are reviled, at
least there are hundreds of good people who have learnt in personal
intercourse to respect our motive, excuse our failings, and appreciate
the importance of our work. If an idle, selfish world hates us, still we
have atleast the personal knowledge that we have labored for human pro-
gress and religious evolution. If baffled egoists turn to brutal Filifi-
cation, yet. we know that our Teachers and Masters, those whose co-
operating agents we are, see us to the bottom of our hearts and find no
disloyalty there,. We have still the strength for much more work, and
ought to live to see still greater net results from the Theosophical move-
ment. We may be hampered for the means to realize our plans, but still

we shall do something more for humanity than we have hitherto, for we

shall always have our brains, our pens and our voices. As for our bodily
support we can count upon that, if not—for lack of time—from our
own earnings, at least, then, from the brotherly love of some who would
not see us starve. The achievements of the past and the results of the
present warrant our feeling perfectly sure of the future.

It is not we who are idly boasting that India’s spiritual renais-
sance has begun through our efforts, it is the greatest Indians of India
who are saying so. I quoted something to that effect from the Amrita
Bazar Patrika in our August Supplement and made some reflections
thereupon. That great journal, in noticing what I then said about
'I._‘hgogxqpvhy‘ip India, has-added the following observations ;— :

- “They say that Theosophy is dead. If it is dedd, it has done its work "
in India, Asia,. Burope, and' America. In India, it has converted the per-
verted Hindus. - In other parts of the world, it has proved the existencé of
something whish is not to be found in modern philosophy and science.
Where is the intellectual man now who does not admit that there is some-
thing  in- Theosophy ? 'This grand achievement is the work of an old
Russian lady.and a poor American gentleman.” i .

H

¥'"Now I find'the Indian Mirror of July 23rd besring its testimony as ,':

follows: '

“If Puna.is the contre of genenﬂ intellectual activity in India, Madras
may well claim to be the Head-quarters of what may be phrased as theolo- -
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gical Qctiviby. - This has been noticeable ever since the Theosophiczfl Society
ghifted its Head-quarters from Bombay to Madras on the suggestion of t!Je
late lamented Subba Row, the great Advaita }.)hilosopher.' of Southern India.
They were all agnostics or secularists, anything but Hindus, the. educa!;ed
Madrasis, before: Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott went to reside
among them. They had their Free-Thinker‘ newspaper, but a change came
over the spirit of their dream. Freefthought bega.n to waver, M.r. Brad-
laugh’s followers began to regard theosoplu_c teachings with ntffentlon, l.md
to listen to the exhortations of the founders of the Theosqphlcal Society
and of Mr. Subba Row withincreasing respect.. They b?gan t? see t.hat thex:e
was a great deal more of true science am?. philosophy in their m?tlonal I'B.ll-
gion than they had hitherto thought possible. Then, the beauties of Hin-
duism began to be perceived and appreciated, and the study of the olc}est and
grandest Aryan religion in the world was revived.. But the change, induced
by the Theosophical Society, was more or less passivein its general character.
It affected. individuals, or groups of individuals, possessed .of more or less
learning, and enjoying more or less leisure. But the change did not affect the
masses in the same manner. The higher lessons of philosophy x.ufe lost on
ignorant and tender minds, though, in justice to C.olonel (?lcott, it must be
said that he has been making every effort to make hls.teac.hmg‘s understand-
ableof the péople. There was thus a [revival of. Hm.dulsm in Madras, as
everywhere else in India, but a revival of a passive kind, lt?avu.lg the revi-
valists in an atmosphere of lazy and contentf:d self-con.templa.tlon. .But an
incident in Missionary life in Madras, an incident relating to a public edu-‘
cational institution, gave an unlooked-for impetus, and force and character
to the Hindu revival. Our readers may yet remember the contretemps a few
years back in the Madras Christian College. In tht.a absence of t}]e Rev?re.nd
Mr, Miller, the popular Principal of the College, in England, its Christian ,
Professérs ‘had an unseemly row with a number of Hindu students, .who
struck in a body. The question was then genera-lly asked, why sho.u]‘d Hmdu
students depend for education on a C'hr.iatz-.a,n Cf)llege, and run the nsk. of ‘thBAll'
faith beihg perverted by Christian stsmnanes? It w‘a.s at that time that
Hinduism in Madras, from being passive, leaped into active anfl ev?u aggres-
sive existence.- It is to this incident in the Re.v. Mr. Miller’s ' College
that Madras owes the establishment of the Hm(}u Tract. S({clety, the
Hindu Preaching Society, and the Hin.du Theological Institution. = The
Hindu Tract Society has now been in existence f.or nearly three y?ars. I.n
their first published Annual Report, ﬂ.ley melp.;tifeg" of the 'Socgpty.r .5_;;,‘1(_1,,‘
that the chief catigél that contributed to its establiskment, were the spiritual
influences that were at work among and around them. *They had bfzen mov.ed ,
by the exhortations of the ‘famous Colonel Olcoit’ Brlt the Con'JmJttee s.md, :
‘we owe more to the activity of antagonistic foreign mﬁuen.ceq 1’11 01‘11' mld'st ]
than to any other cause, for the formation of this '.I‘ra,(ft Soclety. : "l he.u chlgf
objects of the Hindu Tract Society are (1) to examine m.to th.e found?t}on of. ‘
any religion forced upon the Hindus, and to defend Hmdp?m against the
attacks of its opponents, (2) to uphold and advance the social order of t‘lie
Hindu community, and (3) to support and promote the.cauge of moiahty
and sound learning. TheRe objects are promoted by the issue of l;hou:}a_zam‘ds'T
of short tracts on the plan of the Christian Missionary tracts. o
- -4 The President of the Hindu Tract Society is Mr. Shivasankar Ptlmdya]l,
B, A; an ardent Theosophist, This gentleman ‘is also the anthor of that
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excellent series of little Hindix books, published as ¢ The  Hindu Excelsior:

Series.” Mr. Pandyaji is all for Hinduism.. He is the Principal of the' Hindw

Theological Institution, where lessons in philosophy, science, religion, socio-'
logy, and morals are given, all being based on Hinduism. Mr. Pandyaji's’
efforts are ably scconded by Dewan Bahadur Ragunath Rao (F. T. 8.), and’

other active spirits of the Hindn Preaching Society.

“ In this matter of a national Hindu revival, Bengal and Bombay may

well take a lesson from Madras. In Madras, they are able to do all these
things, because, if they have Christian Missionaries to contend agninst, they
have got active sympathetic European friends, the chief of them being
Colonel Oleott, the value of whose services is simply incaloulable. He and
his colleagues, like Dr. Daly, Mr. Harte and Mr. Fawcett, who have abandoned

home, and come to live and work for us in this country, have laid not only

Madras, but all India, under a ‘ debt immense of endless gratitude.”

Among Hindus, the highest in rank-and influence are the Brah-
mans ; among Brahmans the highest—not religious ascetics and adepts,
who outrank all mankind, according to Hindu opinion—are the learned
pandits. Among pandits, the highest are those of Benares, Nuddea and
Chidambaram. For our Society to get the endorsement of these pandits
is, therefore, the clearest proof that could be demanded of the estimation
in which our share in the present renaissance of Hinduism is held by.
the most influential class of Hindu society. That we have such an endorse-
ment will not be denied upon reading the following excerpts : —

Onthe 30th November 1880, ata meetingof the Sanskrit Samaja
(Society) of Benares, the late eminent Pandit Bapudeva Sastri in the
chair, andfa,ll ‘the most eminent pandits of Benares present, a Resolution
*Was unanimously adopted to the effect that, inasmuch as the interests of
Sanskrit literature demand that there should be a fraternal union between
f‘he -Sanskrit Samaja and the Theosophical Society, the latter being
: Sl.ncerely devoted to this most worthy object and possessing facilities
which it is desirable to secure,” there should be a friendly union between
_ the’two'bodies, and the Samaja should bind itself to lend all possible
assistance in the premises. ' o o B
‘That our reputation had not suffered during the lapse of time, appears
from. the opinions ‘expressed in formal Resolutions adopted at a great
Convention (Mahamandaia) of Sanskrit pandits at the sacred shrine of
Haridwar, on the 30th May, 1887, They were as follows :— R

o Résolved,—That this Sabha unanimously records its appreciation of' the
unselfish and efficient aid given by the Theosophical Society to the c%znsq of
. our national religion during the past ten years throughout India, and ,{9 dis-
. gemhatipg in .distant; countries, a knowledge, b.f .tﬁp tqa,c,b.i'n‘gg of our h'o,ljﬁ
. Bages. : ; RIIINERY
4.1 Regolved,~Thet  this' Sabha earnestly ireconimends -all Princes. and
others favorable -to Hindu religion’ (Sanatana - Dharma) to assist the:Society
as much'as possible to make the Adyar Library as useful and pewerful a
national undertaking as its projeetors intended-that it should be.” - -
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A few days ago, at a public meeting in Madras, Dewan Bahadur
R. Raghunath Row, a Brahman publicist and reformer who is univer-
- gally respected throughout India, said—I quote from the published report
of the Meeting—that * the idea to protect their own institutions, their
.roligion, and traditions came to the Hindus” with our advent in India.
Our public career has, therefore, been consistent throughout with our
initial professions upon arrival at Bombay; and I have yet to see the first
hint that we have traded upon our reputation or influence for any per-
_gonal advantage, We challenge our worst enemy and most bitter
slanderer to produce a tittle of evidence that goes to prove that we
have played the hypocrite, the charlatan, or the rogue. Yet all these
we are said to have been by Western persons who know better, and
certain Western editors whose slanders are the more heinous in that
_they themselves have personal knowledge of my standing at home and
‘the value of my public gervices. In the course of my life I have heard
many falsehoods uttered and seen many libels printed against my poor,
impetuous old colleague and myself, yet this most recent one, which has
provoked the present article, excels them all in its inexcusable vulgarity
and mendacity. Happily, thére is the consoling certainty that, in the
Jong run, truth will prevail and justice be done. '

H. S. Orcorr.

WOMEN IN ANCIENT INDIA.*

‘A REACTION has now set in. The present position of our women in

gociety and their treatment by the stronger sex are subjects of
earnest discussion in these days; and 8lmost all who take part in such
discussion are the advocates of the fait sex. No excuse will be needed,
therefore, if I describe the position of wommen in ancient times, Some may
think the task an unnecessary one, in view of the appearance in these
columns of the able papers on marriage, from the pensof Prof. G. N.
Chakravarti and -Captain A. Banon. Such would forget that the subject
-possesses an antiquarian and sociological interest as well.

" Before proceeding . further, I wish it to be clearly understood that
1 limit the signification of the term ‘ancient’ to any period before
the Mohammedan conquest, this being the period since which the
Indians have almost lost all claim to boast of national glory, and feel a
national pride. '

1 propose to subdivide the period called “ Ancient” into three
epochs—following, of course, the best critical Sanscrit scholars of the day; -
for one special reason, that such an airangement will admit of the

la,ii’cié_nﬁ; institution being historically traced. - A rational and critical

* I am indebted for nearly half of the references t6 Western authors, to notes
taken during my conversations with my late lamented uncle, Pandit N, Bhashya-

. charya, F. T. B, and the rest to the originak Sunskrit and Vernacular works in the

" Adyar Oriental Library.—8. E. G,
































































































